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As I write this, I’m looking out the window at a beautiful tree decked out in glorious
orange, red and yellow leaves. Although I’m very much a summer person, I’m finding that
I’m looking forward to the heat subsiding and cooler weather coming our way. As we step
into November, the word gratitude comes to mind. While working at Stanford’s School of
Education Program, I participated in an activity where each of us was given a “gratitude”
card with a flower on one side and a question to reflect upon on the other. The
introduction reads, “What happens when you start to notice?” Examples from the deck
of cards include:
Sunflower: The root of the word reverence means to “stand in awe.” What
inspires awe in your life?
Redwood: Imagine yourself grounded like a great, strong tree. How does it feel?
Bleeding Heart: Which hearts in your community are you grateful for? How can
you express it to them?
I encourage each of you to take a moment to “notice” the world around you, especially
here at St. Bede’s, and reflect upon what God has given us. “What happens when you
start to notice?” You may find yourself surprisingly inspired to bloom fully in this
marvelous community of fellowship!
-- Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
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Letter from Reverend Dan
We intend that no one should blame us about this generous gift that we are
administering, for we intend to do what is right not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the
sight of others.
2 Corinthians 8:20-21
Greetings in the name of Christ,
I take very seriously the responsibility that comes with administering the finances of a
church. Behind this is the recognition that the money that a church has for its mission
comes from the generosity of those who have freely given of their wealth to support a
cause that they believe in and is meaningful in their lives and in the community in which
we live.
This is especially true when it comes to being a steward of the parish’s discretionary fund.
Of the various monies of the church, this is perhaps the most ambiguous as to what is a
good and right use of the money.
This ambiguity is intentional. Whereas we have budget lines for matters such as routine
maintenance of church facilities or programs like Godly Play and Sunday School, which
are fairly well-defined as to where and how this money is used, the discretionary fund is
meant to be flexible in how it is spent. This ambiguity is there to recognize that there are
needs that may come to our attention which don’t fall neatly into categories of how we
can aid and assist those in need.
The most that we are given is that portion of the canons which state that the money is
“to be applied to such pious and charitable uses as the Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall
determine.”
As I wrote above, this is a responsibility that I take seriously to ensure that these
contributions to the church and its mission are responsibly handled. One challenge that
we see in our world today is that life is expensive, especially in this area, and when
someone finds themself facing a lack of money it’s frequently a significant shortfall of
their finances to their need. Add to this challenge that churches can be seen as an easy
target for those who want to prey on the kindness of others and it makes this situation a
challenge to know what is the best way to respond to those who present a request for
assistance.
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Yet, we as followers of Christ have long seen that our mission in the world includes caring
for the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized. I’m grateful that this spirit permeates
our vision for St. Bede’s, and for your generous gifts during our service of installing me as
your rector that are going to the support of this work of the church. May all that we do
glorify God in our own day in all that we do.
Blessings to you all, and may God be with us always.
Dan+
Rector, St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Rd.
Menlo Park CA 94025
Looking Ahead: Key Dates on Our November and December Calendars
November 3:

Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.;
Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon
November 4:
Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
November 6:
Reception for Jack Wenstrand’s Memorial Service, Lehman Hall, 5:30 p.m.
November 9:
Finance Committee meeting, 5 p.m.
November 14:
Alpine Chapter of YMSL, Lehman Hall, 5:30 p.m
November 16:
Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.
November 18:
Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
November 22:
Copy deadline for December Bede’s Journal
November 25:
Thanksgiving Day Service, 9:30 a.m.
November 25, 26 : Thanksgiving: Parish Office Closed
December 1:
Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon
December 2:
Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
December 5:
Advent Lessons and Carols, 10:15 a.m.
Stockton Folk Dance Camp, 2:30 - 5 p.m., Lehman Hall
December 9:
Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
December 12:
Christmas Sharing dropoff deadline (see p. 7-8)
December 14:
Finance Committee, 4 p.m.
December 16:
Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
December 21:
Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.
December 22:
Copy deadline for January Bede’s Journal
December 23:
Women’s AA, Lehman Hall, noon
December 24:
Christmas Eve Service, 4 p.m.
December 25:
Christmas Day Service, 9:30 a.m.
December 27, 28 : Christmas and St. Stephen’s Day (observed): Parish Office Closed
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Trinity School Update
We now have 107 students on the St. Bede’s campus. The lower campus is blessed with
53 kids. All teachers and staff are fully vaccinated and students continue to be tested
weekly for Covid. Combined conservative approaches by families and staff have resulted
in no positive tests so far this school year. San Mateo health and education authorities
gave Trinity School a waiver to resume delivery of hot lunches (vs. everyone
brown-bagging it last year), reduce separation distances to 3 feet and have on-campus
chapel (large person gatherings). We continue to take high precautions as students have
yet to be vaccinated and as the holiday (travel) season arrives. We had a successful set
of parent mixers, picture days (for the annual yearbook), blessing of the (stuffed) animals
and costumed Halloween parade around the labyrinth. As part of our anniversary, Anne
Poulson met with the students to talk about campus life 60 years ago. Back then, St.
Bede’s parking lot was the school playground; the Sanctuary had dirt floors; and the
organ was not yet installed (until 1970). School Board meetings will continue via zoom to
minimize visitors to the school until all students have been vaccinated.
-- Jonathan Poe, member, Trinity School Board of Trustees

Bede’s Book Club
Please join us on December 1 for our discussion of Intimacies by Katie Kitamura, a
contemporary novel with a protagonist as an interpreter at the World Court at the Hague.
If you have any questions, you are welcome to contact Ann Latta.
We meet on zoom at 9:30. -- Ann Latta, Book Club

Echoes of All Souls’ Past
For a second year in a row, the here-to-fore annual observation of the Feast of All Souls
by the combined communities and choirs of Christ Church Portola Valley & Woodside and
St. Bede’s is on hiatus. It is certainly hoped that the long-standing tradition of our two
parishes presenting a memorial service, featuring a significantly grand piece of choral
music, will resume in 2022. In the meantime however, perhaps a trip down memory lane
is in order. In my seven and a half year tenure at St. Bede’s, the All Souls Memorial
services have featured a wide variety of music, with compositions dating from the very
early 1600’s to the 2nd decade of the 21st century.
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2014 Tomás Luis de Victoria Officium defunctorum à 6 - Office of the dead for 6 voices
(1603) Hear it on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUBIxg6ZpKE in a live
performance by the University of North Texas Collegium Singers given at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Berkeley as part of the 2012 Berkeley Festival and Exhibition of Early
Music.
2015 Heinrich Ignatz Franz Biber Requiem in f minor (1692) Hear it on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvRJTAI5ei0 in a performance by the New London
Consort.
2016 Henry Purcell Funeral Music for Queen Mary (1695) William Croft Burial Sentences
(published 1724, date of composition unknown) Hear the Purcell on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9t-GGIgCZg in a performance by the choir of Clare
College, Cambridge Hear the Croft on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViiR422tb4U in a performance by the choir of King’s
College, Cambridge.
2017 Gabriel Fauré Requiem, original 1893 chamber orchestra version Hear it on
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zqoztX4u9A in a performance by the
Maria Magdalena Chamber Choir.
2018 Johann Sebastian Bach Cantata 106, Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit (?1707) Hear
it on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXMUpqSyJJo in a performance by
the Netherlands Bach Society.
2019 Dan Forrest Requiem for the Living, chamber orchestra version (2013) Hear it on
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwzC7C-uxwo in a performance by the
Greenville Chorale and Symphony Orchestra (full orchestra version). In addition to these
musical masterworks which were central to the All Souls Memorial Services in recent
years, the St. Bede’s music library holds evidence of an equally varied history of this
tradition in the six years prior to 2014. Both the Victoria and Fauré were sung in those
earlier years, as well as settings by such diverse composers as Herbert Howells (1932 or
1933), Maurice Duruflé (1947, revised 1961), John Rutter (1985) and Bob Chilcott (2010).
May the remembrance of this rich history of All Souls Memorial Services – and all those
whose lives we have recalled, mourned and cherished at them – be for a blessing!
-- Katherine McKee, Music Director
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Halloween Treats for First Steps for Families
As St. Bede’s fall outreach to Life Moves, we provided 150 Jack o’ Lantern goodie bags to
First Steps for Families in San Mateo. The children living at the shelter were not able to go
Trick or Treating again this year, so their staff planned a party with games and prizes. Each
child, parent and staff member got to take home one of our bags full of candy, novelties,
and a large Halloween decorated Rice Krispy treat provided by our six "Bede’s Bakers”
volunteers. At coffee hour, the jolly bag stuffing table drew in many volunteers, from
Sunday School students to grown-ups of all ages. Please look for pictures on the website.
-- Vicki Blayney, Community Outreach Steering Committee

Supplies for Bay Area Afghan Coalition
When Trinity students learned about the Afghan evacuation they were worried about the
refugees and had many questions. After lots of research G4 students, guided by Kim
Thacker, presented two chapel programs about Afghanistan since 1996. Trinity students
decided to help the refugees by supporting the Bay Area’s Afghan Coalition which has a
warehouse in San Jose where new items are being collected — bedding, small appliances,
and new clothes. St. Bede’s Outreach Committee partnered with Trinity School in the
Afghan donation drive to welcome the Afghan refugees to the Bay Area. Our combined
efforts were packed into a van and delivered on Halloween weekend.
-- Becky Zeren, Community Outreach Steering Committee

Supplies for BA Afghan Coalition

Bede’s Journal ● November 2021

6

It’s Here: The Season for Sharing!
Again this year, we will create Christmas
stockings to give to teens from families
served by Ecumenical Hunger Program in
East Palo Alto. Toy drives for younger
children abound at this time of year – and
gifts for teens are often overlooked.
Through your generosity, you can help
spread some Christmas joy.
Our goal this year is to prepare 50
stockings for teens. Here’s how you can
help:
● Fill a stocking (or two!) with small
gifts and treats for a teen and top it off with a $50 gift card from Amazon, Costco,
Kohls, Target or Walmart. For a list of gift ideas, see the list below.
● Make a cash contribution to the Seccombe Outreach Fund that we will use to
purchase gift cards for the stockings. The Community Outreach Steering
Committee has designated $1,000 from the fund for this project; help us to double
that amount so that we can include a gift card in each stocking.
● Join the fun at our stocking-stuffer event on Sunday, December 12, where we’ll fill
stockings and get them ready to deliver to EHP on December 13.
Should you wish to fill a stocking yourself, we need those in hand on Sunday, December
12 so that we have everything ready for delivery to EHP the following day. Thank you for
your generous support!
-- Angela Sherry and Anne Vitullo, Community Outreach Steering Committee
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Gift Ideas for Teens
If you plan to assemble a Christmas stocking (or two!), here are some gift
ideas to help fill your stocking.
· A baseball cap or T-shirt from a local sports team or college (Stanford
and Berkeley are always popular)
· Puzzle book (for example, crosswords, Sudoku)
· Athletic socks or fun, funky socks
· Personal care items such as soap, body wash, lotion, toothbrush,
toothpaste, lip balm
· Small notebook and nice pens or pencils
· For girls: cosmetics and small cosmetics case (those “gift with
purchase” samples from Estee Lauder and Clinique are perfect!)
· Wallet or change purse
· Deck of playing cards or card games
· Healthy snacks like granola bars or dried fruit
· Key chain
· Fanny pack
· Movie tickets
· A paperback book. Consider one of these titles, or include one of
your favorites: Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret (Judy Blume), The
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (Ann Brashares), The Boys in the Boat
(Daniel James Brown), The Perks of Being a Wallflower (Stephen
Chbosky), The House on Mango Street (Sandra Cisneros), The Fault in Our
Stars (John Green), To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee), Rin Tin Tin: The
Life and the Legend (Susan Orlean), The Martian (Andy Weir).
Gift items should be new and in their original packaging. All stockings
should include a $50 gift card from Amazon, Costco, Kohls, Target or
Walmart.
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Celebrations: November Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
5 Catherine Norman
7 Nancy Nunn
12 Abby Mintz, John Pellegrin
17 Charlie Pellegrin
14 Kathleen Francissen
24 David Craig

Anniversaries:
6 Laura and Bob Gable
7 Michelle Swenson and Stan Drobac
Please let the parish office know if you are
celebrating a birthday or anniversary this
month!

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025 ● (650) 854-6555 ● www.stbedesmenlopark.com
Sunday Services: Holy Eucharist, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and on Zoom
Vestry
Vicki Blayney
Susan Chan Egan
Laura Gable, Junior Warden
Irene Lawrence
Miranda Pinckert
Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
Nancy Stork, Clerk
Dick Zeren
Staff
Rev. Daniel Spors, Rector
Katherine McKee, Music Director
Rani Fischer, Organist
Siri Huntoon, Parish Administrator
Angela Sherry, Bookkeeper
Claire Lawrence, Sunday School Teacher
Lina Jiang, Nursery Caregiver
Committee Chairs and Volunteer Leaders
Altar Guild: Elaine Kreigh, Sue Sartor, Anne Vitullo
Buildings and Grounds: Miranda Pinckert, Mike Sartor,
Richard Zeren
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St. Bede’s Choir: (returns in September)
sopranos: Orlia Budge, Catherine Clover, Rani Fischer,
Vera Shadle, Nancy Stork ✧ altos: Naomi Braun
(section leader),
Dora Ho, Kathleen Thompson, Becky Zeren ✧ tenors:
Chris Brown, Liza Taft ✧
basses: David Chu, Joey Krohlow (section leader),
Quentin Long
Community Outreach Steering Committee:
Vicki Blayney, John Hickson, Sue Sartor, Angela
Sherry, Anne Vitullo and Becky Zeren
Finance: Julie Backlund, Treasurer;
Michelle Swenson, Assistant Treasurer, Randy
Kriegh, Irene Lawrence, Hal Louchheim, Jon Poe,
Angela Sherry
Hospitality: Helen Greenwood, Kathy Thompson
and Anne Vitullo, Captains
Deanery delegates: Michael Graebner and Irene
Lawrence, Laura Gable (alternate)
Trinity School Board representatives:
Jon Poe and Michelle Swenson
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