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Living Into Our Gratitude
Isn't it wonderful to be back in person at St. Bede's again? Slowly but surely we've made progress and
soon will be to the point where we are able to break bread together and fully enjoy one another's
fellowship without restrictions. Alleluia! As we regather, I hope you will reflect on how you can
personally contribute to the life of St. Bede's. We are a small but mighty group of parishioners and it
will take all of us to give some of our time to help make the services run smoothly. Are you able to help
as an usher, lector, intercessor, flower arranger or altar guild member? None of these roles are difficult
with minimal guidance from those who will happily support you! Please consider if you are ready to try
out something new. Feel free to reach out to me or Reverend Dan to talk about what is needed. I am
confident that you will find fulfillment by taking an active role in our worship together.
In faith and peace,
– Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
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A Letter from Reverend Dan
“And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord,
the Spirit. “
2 Corinthians 3:18
Greetings in the name of Christ,
Like a caterpillar which metamorphosizes into a butterfly, so did the ancient Greek mystery religions
believe that a person could transform themselves into a god-like being through visions of the divine in
this life.
That was the world in which the Church in Corinth lived. They too were members of the Greek religions
prior to hearing the Gospel of Christ, preached to them by Paul and others as they brought the
knowledge of the one true God to the world. And possibly, they too came from traditions that taught
them to hope to become god-like beings through encounters with the divine.
Though the object of their devotion may not have been spot on, yet their yearning to be transformed
or transfigured, to be god-like, was not entirely misplaced. That is the point of transformation, as Paul
wrote. To be more like Christ. That when we see the glory of God, even though what we see and
experience of the divine today is shaded and obscured in many ways, we are still being changed to be
more like this Jesus who walked among us.
This, then, is the reason that we refer to a category of our programs in the church as “Christian
Formation.” These programs are designed and created to help us to be more like Christ—to be formed
into a person that resembles Jesus. We are to be changed to bring change. We are to grow in
compassion, kindness, generosity, giving, and love, because that’s the kind of people God wants us to
be. And we are able to do so because we are being transformed by God’s grace at work in us.
We are being transformed into the same image. We are being conformed to the image of Christ
(Romans 8:28). We are exhorted to be imitators of God, as beloved children, and to walk in love as
Christ loved us and gave himself for us (Ephesians 5:1-2), and to be imitators of the apostles who
themselves are imitators of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1).
And though the Greeks were on to something, about being transformed into a god-like being, they are
wrong on two counts. First of all, because the center of the divine vision lands on Christ, who revealed
the glory of God to us. And second, that being God-like does not make us gods, but it does make us
more loving, more moral, and more ethical people, who in turn transform the world to be more loving,
more moral, and more ethical itself.
That is the goal of sanctification, of growing in holiness and righteousness, and to live lives that are
increasingly pleasing to God, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing in the knowledge of God.

2
Bede’s Journal ● July 2021

And that is why we gather together, because in doing so we are better able to go out, into all the world.
Blessings to you all, and may God be with us always.
Dan+
Dan Spors+
Rector, St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Rd.
Menlo Park CA 94025

Looking Ahead: Key Dates on Our July and August Calendars
July 5:
July 14:
July 13:
July 20:
July 22:

Independence Day Observed (Monday): Parish Office Closed
Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon
Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m.
Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.
Copy deadline for August Bede’s Journal

August 4:
August 10:
August 17:
August 22:

Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon
Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m.
Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.
Copy deadline for September Bede’s Journal

Vestry View
This periodic report on the Vestry’s actions and decisions is part of our commitment to serving the St.
Bede’s community. Following is a brief recap of key issues discussed and actions taken at January’s
Vestry meeting.
Vestry met at 7:00 in person at Lehman Hall on Tuesday, June 15th. We followed COVID precautions by
masking and sitting six feet apart. A few members joined us over Zoom; Reverend Dan had made the
technical preparations needed for everyone to hear and see each other.
Nancy Stork gave an overview of the work done by the Ad Hoc Housing Committee last year and
highlighted three possible ways forward. There are many changes at the state level in terms of money
for affordable housing in the Governor's budget. Facebook funding remains an unexplored possibility.
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1. Vestry agreed that we should explore the possibility of purchasing or leasing-to-buy Trinity Parish's
second rectory, in consultation with our Finance Committee and, eventually, if it looks promising,
Trinity Vestry and the Diocese.
2. Vestry agreed that there should be input into possibly building on-campus housing in conjunction
with the Trinity School strategic plan for remodeling. Reverend Dan is in close contact with Head of
School Matt Allio and will see that there is Vestry-level or Housing Committee participation when the
time is right, probably within the next 12-18 months.
3. Vestry deferred exploring the possibility of offering our parking lot to people or families living in
RVs/vans during the summer until January or February 2022 to decide whether it is a possibility for the
summer of 2022.
The above three items were not voted on formally but were discussed sufficiently for the Committee to
get a sense of Vestry members’ perspectives.
Personnel Committee
Reverend Dan went over changes the Committee made, in consultation with Kathy McKee, to the job
descriptions that were approved in December 2021. Most of the changes were for the Section Leaders
job description. Vestry members discussed the rationale for the various changes with some expressing
reservations about choir members being paid to perform. After discussion, Vestry approved the job
descriptions.
Finance Committee
Our new auditor visited for 5 hours on June 2, 2021, and paid attention to our processes for
book-keeping. Angela Sherry and Julie Backlund were present and Julie reports that it went well. We
will await the final report.
We have received a new and unexpected, unrestricted gift of $25,000 to the Program Fund.
The Finance Report was approved by Vestry unanimously.
Julie provided a “First Look” at next year's budget.
Vestry Development
Reverend Dan, seeing how slowly our former process for setting goals had been moving, shared with us
a document called "My Goals for the Next Six Months", which included details on the following:
●
●
●
●

Re-opening
Community building
Settling in as rector
Administrative
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● Financial stability/stewardship
● Program
We will plan for a Vestry mini retreat in late July or early August, depending on Denise Obando's
availability to finalize goals as part of a mutual ministry review. This will mark Reverend Dan's first six
months with us. ☺ We may consider a three-year plan at that time.
Buildings and Grounds Report
Miranda Pinckert reported on upcoming training for CPR and use of defibrillators. Also, the new kitchen
floor will be going in this summer. Anne Vitullo and Ann Latta will bring three possible materials for
flooring to the committee soon.
-- Nancy Stork, Clerk and Laura Gable, Junior Warden

Please Join Us Outside for Bede’s Backyards!
As life gets back to normal, we’re all looking for simple
ways to reconnect. Bede’s Backyards is an opportunity to
connect with each other and to talk with our new rector,
The Reverend Daniel Spors, in an informal setting. There’s
no formal agenda to these gatherings – just an
opportunity to get together!
Four gatherings will be hosted by parishioners in their
backyards in July and August:
Thursday, July 15, hosted by Michelle Swenson
Friday, July 23, hosted by Joan Sanders
Thursday, August 12, hosted by Jon Poe and Anne Vitullo
Monday, August 30, hosted by Sue and Mike Sartor.
All gatherings will be small with a limit of 10 participants
at each; so that we can accommodate as many parishioners as possible, we ask that you RSVP for one
date only.
RSVPs will be handled online via Sign-up Genius; please check the weekly eNews for a link to the online
sign-up. All guests will receive contact information for their host after signing up.
Come join the conversation this summer – in one of our Bede’s Backyards!
-- Anne Vitullo
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Community Outreach News… a giant thank you
Alleluia!! St. Bede’s
parishioners and Trinity
Schools’ students and
teachers filled (literally)
two cars with donations to
support the Ecumenical
Hunger Program. EHP
serves working families,
seniors, people with
limited incomes, and those
who have both emergency
and ongoing needs in East
Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and surrounding communities. Kathy Hoekenga
(retired Trinity teacher and mother of Trinity's Religious Studies
teacher, Kim Thacker) joined Kim and Becky Zeren to make the delivery
at the EHP site on Pulgas Avenue in East Palo Alto. Thanks for
everything you have given to provide practical assistance to the families
and individuals experiencing economic and personal hardship.
-- Becky Zeren, Committee Member

Peninsula Deanery Report
On June 10th, the second Deanery meeting of the 2020-21 church year was held virtually. Aiden Jobe
Sea from Transfiguration opened the meeting with our own Reverend Dan Spors leading the worship.
As we reorganize for the post-pandemic the Rev. Michael Barham of Holy Family Half Moon Bay and
Good Shepherd Belmont is working on an operating manual (who we are, what we are doing and what
we should do) for the Peninsula Deanery. This should help us as we develop leadership in the changed
environment that the pandemic has brought about.
Our Deanery Treasury is in good shape with $15,543.48 in its account and awaiting further checks from
the Diocese. We will give $2,000 to St. Ambrose Foster City to assist in needed renovations. The
expressed wish is that the Deanery, while willing to use some funds in this manner, use more of its
funds in outreach and growth related activities.
There is a strong collaborative effort taking place within parishes with 7 congregations expressing
interest in joint youth activities and 4 parishes working on local gardens to supply food to the needy. It
was suggested that we develop a website for the Deanery parishes to share information and develop
further joint projects as we see future needs where our cooperation would be most effective.
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On July 7th, our National Altar Guild Association will host a Zoom meeting. Altar guild members
interested in attending can check with the Association or DioCal for registration information. Locally,
the Diocese is looking for one Lay and one Clergy to work with “Alert Media.”
The meeting ended with Rev. Dan Spors leading a creative worship experience.
-- Michael Graebner, Deanery Delegate

The Roaring (17)20’s, on July 17, live!
It’s been a long time since we heard music that doesn’t come out of a speaker. Boy, do we miss it!
We’ve all felt the longing to sit together and celebrate beauty, community, and culture. This month the
Albany Consort will put an end to this bleak existence and raise money for the St. Bede’s Arts Fund.
You will remember this extraordinary local group from three years ago when they put on a whole
program of Monteverdi pieces at St. Bede’s. With this upcoming show on July 17 they bring both us the
familiar and the new. Honestly, I’ve never heard of Jean-Féry Rebel! If you would like to hear snippets
of the Albany Consort, visit albanyconsort.com. For those who can’t attend in person on July 17, join
via Zoom or Youtube. Their leader, Jonathan Salzedo, writes about the origins of this group below. . .

This could be an apt summary of The Albany Consort’s progress over the decades. A startup group in
1974 – why? Well, I was a starting out musician in London without much on the calendar. There was
music I really wanted to learn and perform, but would anyone ever hire me, except as musical
wallpaper at parties or to be at the back and frustrated in someone else’s group?
Nobody really expected that we would last 47 years, spanning whole careers and a move from England
to the Bay Area. Startup groups generally fizzle out when the initial excitement has dissolved and
financial realities and family responsibilities kick in. But somehow one concert led to another, and the
tiny amounts of money that came in from self-organized events and festivals kept us afloat. There
wasn’t a large Early Music community in the 70’s, so musicians arrived from some unexpected places.
When I started the group, I quickly realized that I had no skill in leading a group; my education had
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been about learning pieces, not how to make an ensemble work. But necessity is a great inspiration,
and by 1980 we had an impressive repertoire in our list of achievements – Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s St
John Passion, Christmas Oratorio, Brandenburg Concertos, tons of chamber music. Perhaps the biggest
success for me personally in those early years was Bach’s Mass in B Minor in 1980, conductor-less, and
very much a community achievement. Recently I encountered a famous book that discussed five-year
and ten-year plans as the basis of success – oh dear, I have never had either, but there we were anyway,
not what any of us had expected.
A year later, Marion persuaded me to move to California – a long story for another day. I had done a lot
in seven years, and thought I had exhausted what I wanted to do with music. I became part of Silicon
Valley’s young and exciting embedded device industry. Not unlike The Albany Consort’s beginnings,
there were few rules and we were all pioneers charting out territory. But the world that Marion and I
inhabited was a music-centered world, and before long somewhat unexpectedly The Albany Consort
was up and running again, giving concerts in Bay Area churches and other friendly locations. These
included our first concert at St Bede’s in 1984, and we have been back in that same wonderful space at
regular intervals since.
We have about 500 musicians and 500 concerts behind us now, and sometimes I feel like the patriarch
of a large distanced family. Some members stay for years, others try us out and move along. Mostly I’m
always on the lookout for players and singers who have a musical spark and an interest in trying things
out. Even though our repertoire centers around the golden age of 1600 to 1750, we aren’t reproducing
a finished version, but like to prod it a bit and see where we can take it beyond what the composers left
behind.
This time, we are ecstatic to be one of the first groups performing again to a live audience after a
too-long hiatus. We have a very expert nine-person group lined up for this concert, including singers, a
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tiny wind and string chamber orchestra, and keyboards. Honoring where we have all been during the
covid months, we will start the concert with some Chaos music by Jean-Féry Rebel and end with Georg
Muffat’s sunny and sublime Passacaglia. And in between, glorious works by Bach and Handel. It is a
feast for the ears, and we know it will be a beautiful visual experience for everyone in the live space.
And for those unable to attend in person for any number of good reasons, we will zoom and livestream
the concert. The livestream will stay up, so if you arrive late to the party, even very late, you will not
miss any of it.
Details:
●
●
●
●

Saturday July 17 at St Bede’s at 5 p.m.
No advance tickets, just show up
Or, attend via zoom or youtube livestream
More information at www.albanyconsort.com

The Albany Consort presents The Roaring (17)20’s All Star Band
Music by Bach, Handel, Rebel, Muffat
Jonathan Salzedo harpsichord; Marion Rubinstein organ/recorder
Laura Jeannin, Joe Edelberg, Cynthia Black violin/viola
Alexa Haynes-Pilon cello; Roy Whelden viola da gamba/violone
Morgan Balfour soprano; Ben Kazez baritone
-- Rani Fischer, Organist

All Hands on Deck!
Thank you to all who provided time and talent that led to the successful reopening at St. Bede's. Now
that we are all back in the pews, we need to reassemble and replenish our volunteer rosters.
Please mark your calendar to attend a Volunteer Confab on August 1st following the 9:30 service. We’ll
meet with Reverend Dan in Lehman Hall to discuss volunteer openings as well as brainstorm creative
ways to reframe these duties to become simpler and more efficient while continuing to enhance our
worship together.
If you have interest in, or ideas to suggest for lectors, intercessors, altar servers, altar guild, ushers,
zoom hosts or coffee hour hosts, please join us! There is something for everyone and, as the saying
goes, “many hands make light work!”
-- Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
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Bede’s Book Club Summer Schedule
Bede’s Book Club is open to all! Here are our summer reading selections:
July 7 - Julian of Norwich: Wisdom in a Time of Pandemic by Rev. Matthew Fox. This commentary on the
13th century life and times of the author of “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of
thing shall be well,” will reveal her faith and visions are as relevant as ever.
August 4 - The Templar’s Garden by Catherine Clover. This is Book 1 of parishioner Catherine’s “Maid of
Gascony” series. We chose to read (or reread) it just before Book 2 is released in September. Book 1 is
set in 1452 amidst turbulent political times between England and France. It is the story of a teenage
girl’s escape with her family from the impending collapse of English rule in Gascony to the U.K.
mainland. She becomes close to her mysterious English priest and tutor in the process. 9Note: we
need a volunteer to lead this discussion).
September 1 - News of the World by Paulette Jiles. Elaine Kriegh recommended this story of the Texas
Hill Country. A young German immigrant girl, who was captured and raised by a native tribe, is found
abandoned. Her rescuer is Captain Kidd, a traveling news reader, who journeys south with her to her
relatives and rebuilds her trust in humanity.
The Zoom links for our book club meetings will be posted on the church calendar and in the weekly
eNews. We suggest that you note the dates for future reference. Please feel free to invite friends to
join.
--Deb Blackmore, Bede’s Book Club Coordinator

Celebrations: July Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
4 Cristina Harris
8 Ann Mason, Nancy Stork
10 Jeffie Kopczynski
20 Clark Barrett
21 Raymond Ross
25 Isabel Gable

Anniversaries:
6 Jon & Julie Backlund
13 Doug & Vicki Blayney
Please let the parish office know if you are
celebrating a birthday or anniversary this month!
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St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025 ● (650) 854-6555 ● www.stbedesmenlopark.com
Sunday Services: Holy Eucharist, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and on Zoom
Vestry
Vicki Blayney
Susan Chan Egan
Laura Gable, Junior Warden
Van Jepson
Irene Lawrence
Miranda Pinckert
Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
Nancy Stork
Dick Zeren
Staff
Rev. Daniel Spors, Rector
Katherine McKee, Music Director
Rani Fischer, Organist
Siri Huntoon, Parish Administrator
Angela Sherry, Bookkeeper

Committee Chairs and Volunteer Leaders
Altar Guild: Deb Blackmore, Elaine Kreigh, Sue
Sartor, Anne Vitullo
Buildings and Grounds: Jon Backlund, Chair
St. Bede’s Choir: (returns in September)
Orlia Budge, Catherine Clover, Margaret Elam, Rani
Fischer, Irene Lawrence, Nancy Stork, sopranos ✧
Naomi Braun (section leader), Ronnie Sue Leith,
Becky Zeren, altos ✧ Carol Brink, Ed Brink, Chris
Brown, tenors ✧ David Chu, Quentin Long, basses
Community Outreach Steering Committee:
Deb Blackmore, Vicki Blayney, John Hickson,
Sue Sartor, Angela Sherry and Becky Zeren
Finance: Julie Backlund, Treasurer;
Michelle Swenson, Assistant Treasurer
Hospitality: Helen Greenwood, Kathy Thompson
and Anne Vitullo, Captains
Deanery delegates: Michael Graebner and Irene
Lawrence
Trinity School Board representatives:
Jon Poe and Michelle Swenson

11
Bede’s Journal ● July 2021

