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Excitement and Gratitude

Last month I wrote, “Change is in the air.  Can you feel it?” Indeed, the times are changing, and all in

the right direction as far as I’m concerned! What a joy it was to celebrate Pentecost in person and now

we are back in the sanctuary.  It feels so “normal.” Time brings changes, sometimes for the worse and

sometimes for the better. I find that I’m learning how to roll better with challenges and celebrate good

news, large and small. I look forward to seeing St. Bede’s people in person and staying connected with

those who remain with us virtually. We are all still in this together and will remain together, with God’s

grace, as we move into this next phase of life in our parish.

In faith and peace,

– Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
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A Letter from Reverend Dan

“David was thirty years old when he began to reign…”
2 Samuel 5:4

Greetings in the Name of Christ,

To be candid, life hasn’t always turned out quite the way I wanted it. In fact, if you were to ask the 20
year-old version of me what I would be doing at this point in life, the vision of the future shared would
be vastly different from where I am today. I would have said that I would be married with two or three
children, maybe still be a youth pastor in an evangelical church or possibly a senior pastor or author,
and have a beautiful three-bedroom home in the suburbs of a city in the Rockies. And if you know my
life story, much of my adult life has been learning to wait for my hopes and dreams to come, if they
ever did.

I would imagine that the Old Testament King David felt much the same way. He was likely a teenager
when the prophet Samuel came to visit his community of Bethlehem in search of a man to anoint king.
God had directed him to go to the house of Jesse, and while there to anoint one of his eight sons as
king over Israel. Saul was the king at that time, but he failed to follow God’s command and so God sent
Samuel to anoint a replacement. While Samuel was in Jesse’s house, he met David, and when he saw
David God spoke to Samuel saying, “Rise and anoint him.” And so Jesse, pouring a horn filled with oil
over his head, anointed David as king, just as Saul had been anointed before him.

But just because he was anointed, that didn’t mean David became king right away. No, it took around
15 years for David to take the throne. It wasn’t until he was 30 years old that he finally was a king
sitting on a throne. And in the course of those 15 years, David endured the anger and jealousy of Saul,
who attempted to kill him on several occasions. And yet, through it all, David never wavered in his
faithfulness to God, or his commitment to honor Saul as king. When given the opportunity to kill Saul,
twice David spared his life. Rather than to take the kingdom by force, he waited until fate allowed David
to live into his calling by God.

Thinking of David’s delay in ascending to the throne has been a comfort to me during those times when
I was in my deepest struggles in my dreams deferred. Knowing that I was not alone in having to wait
upon God for my hopes to come to fruition, to achieve what it was that I most wanted in life, calmed
my fear that somehow I was destined to disappointment in life.

Of course, it didn’t necessarily help when another pointed out that Moses had to wait 40 years before
he would deliver the Israelites from slavery in Egypt!

In the waiting, I also learned to release the grasp I had on my vision for my life. I would look at my life
with disappointment, wanting that which I could not have. But it wasn’t until I realized that doing so
increased my unhappiness that I could then accept the life I had with gratitude. The desire I had for my
version of what my life should be like got in the way of appreciating the good things in front of me. And
there were some truly wonderful things in store for me that I might have missed out on had I not been
open to that possibility.
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Patience is truly a virtue, and as I have learned in my life and experience, that means to let God be God,
and to endure through the lean times in life because those are often the times that the most good
results. Sometimes the Lord gives, sometimes the Lord takes away, but may the name of the Lord be
always praised.

Blessings to you all, and may God be with us always.
Dan+

Dan Spors+
Rector, St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Rd.
Menlo Park CA 94025

Looking Ahead:  Key Dates on Our June and July Calendars

June 2:        Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon

June 8:        Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m.

June 15:      Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.

June 22:      Copy deadline for July Bede’s Journal

July 5:         Independence Day (observed): Parish Office Closed

July 7:         Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon

July 13:       Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m.

July 20:       Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.

July 22:       Copy deadline for August Bede’s Journal

3

Bede’s Journal ● June 2021



Vestry View

This periodic report on the Vestry’s actions and decisions is part of our commitment to serving the       St.

Bede’s community. Following is a brief recap of key issues discussed and actions taken at January’s

Vestry meeting.

The meeting began with Miranda Pinckert reading a prayer by John O’Donoghue. This was followed by

a summary from Irene Lawrence of Robert’s Rules of Order.

The Finance Committee moved that landscape and irrigation projects be charged to the accumulated

maintenance fund instead of capital projects. They also moved that the kitchen floor be replaced this

year at a cost not to exceed $17,000. Passed unanimously.

Working from the document created at the vestry retreat, we reviewed progress towards our

stewardship, finance, and building and grounds goals for the year. Any big picture goals or items that

need to be discussed will be brought up at our next meeting. The consensus was that most committees

were running fine and were adequately staffed. The day-to-day business of the parish is proceeding

well.

We reviewed the draft of an article by Nancy written for Bede's Journal on the new versions of Bede's

Way (see this article below).

Dan reported that Trinity School will end its academic year on June 9th. They have raised $250,000 and

Head of School, Matt Allio is looking forward to collaborating with us on a Strategic Plan for the

campus, a project estimated to take 12-18 months, with construction to follow.

Our re-opening document was submitted to the diocese on Thursday, May 13. San Mateo County will

begin following CDC guidelines for unmasking as of June 15th. We will follow the stricter San Mateo

County Guidelines until then. We are in good shape to have our outdoor service for Pentecost. There

was talk of formally thanking Jon Poe and Anne Vitullo for their extensive work on this document.

Sue gave an update on Outreach and the combined St. Bede's/Trinity School Food Drive this weekend.

Non-perishable food will be collected at the May 23rd service. The Outreach Committee has been busy

making phone calls to parishioners whom we have not seen recently on Zoom in hopes that they will

join us again in person.

Laura gave a report from the Hospitality Committee. It is still too early to hold "coffee hour" but on

Father's Day, June 20th we plan to hold "hour" after church. We will have bottled water and

pre-wrapped snacks. We will await further guidance for the serving of real coffee. Hospitality is also
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planning a set of informal meetings over the summer called "Bede's Backyards" - groups of 8 to 10

parishioners who will meet with Father Dan in an open air setting.

We had already covered most of the Buildings and Grounds business, but Miranda and Dick reported

that Jon Backlund is doing his usually efficient and creative job, looking for ways to decrease costs.

There was a water leak found today and it turns out to be a water heater in the sacristy. it is currently

shut down but will be fixed soon, probably at a cost of $1,000 (or less).

Father Dan took prayer requests and Miranda led us in Compline.

-- Nancy Stork, Clerk and Laura Gable, Junior Warden

Community Outreach News

Alleluia! To celebrate the resumption of in-person worship at St. Bede’s, we have dusted off our

donation baskets! They have been in storage for 15 months! St. Bede’s Community Outreach

Committee and Trinity School students, families, and staff invite you to join together as we celebrate

with us. Please bring nonperishable unexpired food donations, toiletries, household cleaning supplies,

and gift cards, and place your gifts in the baskets at the entrance to the church. (Sorry, we will not be

able to receive clothing and household goods at this time.) The baskets will be available Sunday, May

30, or you may leave donations at Sue Sartor’s home the first week in June, May 31–Jun 3. Kim Thacker,

Trinity School’s Service Learning Coordinator and Becky Zeren, with St. Bede’s Outreach Committee, will

deliver your donations to Ecumenical Hunger on Friday, June 4.

-- Sue Sartor, Chair
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Supporting Local Charities with Your Donations

If you’ve taken advantage of shelter at home to clean out your closets, several local organizations

would appreciate your donations of gently used clothing and household goods. Because of the

COVID-19 pandemic, our usual nonprofit partners (LifeMoves and Ecumenical Hunger Program) are not

accepting these kinds of donations right now and so we are unable to collect those items at church.

Here’s where you can take your donations – and support other nonprofits in our community.

Goodwill of San Francisco, San Mateo and Marin Counties operates a donation center in the Chavez

Market parking lot at 46 Fifth Avenue in Redwood City. They offer no-contact donation drop-off daily,

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Simply leave your items in the labelled bins.

Goodwill of Silicon Valley accepts donations at their Palo Alto store, 4085 El Camino Way in Palo Alto.

They accept donations daily, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call the store at (650) 494-1416 for more

information.

The American Cancer Society’s Discovery Shop at 748 Santa Cruz Avenue in downtown Menlo Park

accepts donations during business hours. Call them at (650) 325-8939 for current hours and donation

drop-off information. All sales at the Discovery Shop benefit the Cancer Society.

The Shop at 725 Santa Cruz Avenue in downtown Menlo Park is run by the Junior League of Palo

Alto–Mid Peninsula and benefits the League’s community projects and grants. Donation drop-offs are

currently by appointment only, Tuesdays through Saturdays. Visit their web site at

https://www.theshopmenlopark.org to make an appointment.

The Menlo Park Public Library is currently working on reopening plans ; when they reopen the Friends

of the Menlo Park Library hope to resume their book sales and restock their resale shop in the library.

The Friends of the Menlo Park Library accept books, CDs, DVDs, games and puzzles in good condition.

Check their web site at https://friendsmpl.org for information about the library’s reopening and

donation acceptance.

Wherever you decide to take your donations, know that you are supporting worthy nonprofits in our

community!

– Anne Vitullo, Community Outreach Steering Committee

How Bede's Way Has Evolved into a Parish Statement and a Collect

Some years ago, our parish came up with a document called Bede's Way to help guide us in our

meetings, discussions and groupwork. This arose after consultation with the entire parish and many

thoughtful suggestions were included. In fact, we produced a rather long document that took quite a
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while to read, the idea being that we would read Bede's Way before all meetings in the parish. We have

been doing this for a while now and much good advice made its way into the document: Christ is

always part of the conversation, listen to others before speaking, do not rush to fill an occasional

moment of silence, et.al.

With the arrival of our new rector, Reverend Dan, this version of Bede's Way came up for discussion.

Father Dan asked us about the history and we filled him in on how it had come to be. The new Vestry

wondered if it might be possible to revise this document with an eye towards making it more concise

and more supportive of our vision of the parish going forward.

The pandemic and our rector search brought us together in many new and unexpected ways, but one

thing that sustained us throughout was a sense of our history and our commitment to a renewed vision

of Christianity for the 21st century. To that end, the Vestry asked me if I could provide a draft for a new

version of Bede's Way. Since I am a medievalist and a literary scholar, my first instinct was to look at the

words of Bede himself and I found a lovely quotation, which he gave at the end of his life, in the

colophon to one of his major works The Ecclesiastical History of the English People. A colophon is a

short text in which an author identifies themself and gives a bit of background about how they came to

write their work. Bede's colophon is short and yet gives a full description of the major events in his life.

I started with this text and then I looked to Scripture for passages that highlighted the intentions

behind the original document.

Many beautiful Biblical passages highlight the importance of speaking kindly and listening to others. I

searched for these and found a surprising number in the Book of Proverbs. I gathered about 20 or so

passages and submitted them to the Vestry along with a description of Bede and his life. The long

version of Bede's Way now has the following form:

Bede's Way

Our church is named for an 8th-century saint from northern England, who was dedicated to the

monastery at seven, survived a plague as a teen and wrote books of history, commentary and science

as an adult. We know little about him, but he wrote at least one poem and described his life as follows:

"I have spent all my life in this monastery applying myself entirely to the study of the Scriptures and,

amidst the observance of the cloistered life and the daily task of singing in the church, it has always

been my delight to learn or to teach or to write."

Following in his footsteps, and to attain a more felicitous fellowship, let us remember his words as well

as the following, which we, like Bede, have gleaned from our study of Scripture:

"Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."
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"Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to anger."

"Gracious words are like honeycomb."

"Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves and the rights of all who are destitute."

(Ecclesiastical History 5:24)

(Matthew 18:20)

(James 1:19)

(Proverbs 16:24)

(Proverbs 31:8)

Father Dan and our current wardens, Sue Sartor and Laura Gable, thought it would also be effective if

we also wrote the above statement into a shorter collect that could be used in meetings or in morning

or evening prayer. We have thus revised Bede's Way into a collect as follows:

"Almighty God, whose servant Bede gave for us an example of living in peace and community; teach us

to be quick to listen and slow to speak; help us to speak with gracious words that are as sweet as honey

on the lips; remind us to make room to speak for those who cannot speak for themselves; for when we

gather in your Name, you are always in the midst of us; in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of

the Holy Spirit. Amen."

Vestry recommends we use this collect at the start of all meetings to center ourselves.

We plan to have Bede's Way up on our website soon and perhaps make hard copies that can be posted

or available in meeting rooms as we start to return to in-person worship and meetings. The collect you

may hear as well in other contexts. Thank you for all the work you contributed to the original Bede's

Way and we hope you enjoy these two new versions.

-- Nancy Stork, Vestry Clerk

Trinity School Report, Final Monthly Report for Academic Year 2020-2021

May 11-14 was community service week to raise student awareness of neighborhood issues and to

achieve service learning. The beautiful spring weather enabled the children to get lots of fresh air this

month. The annual fundraiser collected more than $240K with $130K going to financial aid. June 9th is

the last day of school on the upper (St. Bede’s) campus, where 97 K-5 graders attend school.

Attendance increased this year as more families valued the on-campus instruction. We’re off for the

summer and will update you when school resumes on August 25th. Happy Summer Vacations!

-- Jon Poe, member, Trinity School Board of Trustees
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A Bede’s Book Club Update for Spring and Summer

On May 5 we discussed Anne LaMotte’s most recent release, “Dusk, Night, Dawn,” and generally found

it was not up to her usual standard. Greedy publisher over eager to cash in perhaps? We transitioned to

a discussion of what to read next and agreed the following:

June 2 - The Summer Book by Tove Jansson. Ann Latta volunteered to lead a discussion of this story of

relationship building between a grandmother and her granddaughter on a remote Finnish island.  

July 7 - Julian of Norwich: Wisdom in a Time of Pandemic by Rev. Matthew Fox. This commentary on the

13th century life and times of the author of “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of

thing shall be well,” will reveal her faith and visions are as relevant as ever.

August 4 - The Templar’s Garden by Catherine Clover. This is Book 1 of parishioner Catherine’s “Maid of

Gascony” series. We chose to read (or reread) it just before Book 2 is released in September. Book 1 is

set in 1452 amidst turbulent political times between England and France. It is the story of a teenage

girl’s escape with her family from the impending collapse of English rule in Gascony to the U.K.

mainland.  She becomes close to her mysterious English priest and tutor in the process. 9Note: we

need a volunteer to lead this discussion).

September 1 - News of the World by Paulette Jiles. Elaine Kriegh recommended this story of the Texas

Hill Country. A young German immigrant girl, who was captured and raised by a native tribe, is found

abandoned. Her rescuer is Captain Kidd, a traveling news reader, who journeys south with her to her

relatives and rebuilds her trust in humanity. 

The dates and Zoom links for our book club will be posted on the church calendar, in weekly eNews,

and here.  We suggest that you note them down for future reference. Please feel free to invite friends

to join.

--Deb Blackmore, Bede’s Book Club Coordinator
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Celebrations:  June Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays:

3       Richard Zeren

7       Luke Norman, Megan Ancker

8       William Kopczynski

10     Joan Sanders

11     Susan Sartor

12     Rani Fischer

14     Helen Greenwood

15     James Sartor

16     Robert Wood

17     Elizabeth Bellock

20     Catherine Clover

24     Randall Kreigh

26     Camron Skey

28     Elizabeth Churchill

30     Linda Brown

Anniversaries:

2      Clark Barrett & Melissa Valentine

12    Rebecca & Richard Zeren

13    Carol and Hal Louchheim

15    Edward & Carol Brink

17    Megan Ancker & Edward Perez

19.   Michael & Susan Sartor

21    Richard and Christina Harris

25    Elizabeth & Michael Skey

Please let the parish office know if you are

celebrating a birthday or anniversary this month!

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church

2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025 ● (650) 854-6555 ● www.stbedesmenlopark.com

Sunday Services: Holy Eucharist, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and on Zoom
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