St. Bede’s Episcopal Church, Menlo Park
Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
THE WORD OF GOD
Organ Prelude Méditation from Thaïs

Jules Massenet 1842-1912
Arr. A. Moore

Hymn

The God of Love
Sung by all
Throughout the service, please sing along with the prerecorded voices and organ
accompaniment. The host will mute individual mics so that the prerecorded voice and organ
accompaniment can be heard.
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Words: George Herbert (1593-1633)
Music: The Third Tune, Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)

Presider

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Presider

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria

S 280 Sung by all

Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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The Collect of the Day

BCP p. 224

Presider

The Lord be with you.

All

And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.

All

O God, whose Son Jesus
is the good shepherd of your people:
Grant that when we hear his voice
we may know him
who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads;
who, with you and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
First Lesson
Reader

Acts 4:5-12

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they
inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if
we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who
was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all
of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in
good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.'
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mortals by which we must be saved."
The Word of the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.
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The Psalm

Psalm 23

Psalter for the Christian People

We will read the psalm responsively by half verse, with the Presider reading the first half of each
verse (to the asterisk), and the congregation reading the second half (in bold type).

1

The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2

You make me lie down in green pastures *
and lead me beside still waters.

3

You revive my soul *
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Second Lesson 1 John 3:16-24
Reader

NRSV

A reading from the First Letter of John.
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone
who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet
refuses help?
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.
And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our
hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater
than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not
condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what
pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All
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who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And
by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
The Word of the Lord.
All

Thanks be to God.

The Alleluia
The Alleluia will be sung twice before the verse, (first by cantor alone, then by all), and once after
the verse, (by all).

Verse

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; *
I know my sheep, and my sheep know me.
(Repeat Alleluia.)
Carol Brink, cantor

The Gospel

John 10:11-18

NRSV

Presider

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

All

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Presider

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away —
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows
me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I
have received this command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

All

Praise to you, Lord Christ.
6

THE SERMON
NICENE CREED
All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Intercessor

BCP p. 383

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying
"Lord, have mercy."
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God,
and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the city of Menlo Park, for every city and community, and for those
who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and
will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the infirm and homebound, for the widowed and orphans, and for
the sick and the suffering, especially Lois, Bill and Marc, Koichi, Kristine,
Margaret, Phyllis, Charles, Sandy, Mary and Cyrena, Sue, Jim, Arlys,
Nancy, Carol and Juan Nosko, Julie, Stephanie, Jim, Bill, Mark, Cameron,
Adele, Gina, Mark, John, Pete, Barbara, collecRichard, Barbara, Anne,
Jon, Tim, Kim, Karen, Donna, Ed, Suzie, Gladys, Josie, Tina, Karen, Kyle &
Celeste, Keary & children, Angel, Sherrilynn & children, Rich, Conan,
Anne, and Ryan, and those for whom we now pray:

The people may add their own petitions, silently or aloud.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this
week, especially Melissa V., James M., Jack R., and James B., let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those things that concern us, and for those who are in particular
need of our prayers:
The people may add their own petitions, silently or aloud.

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the
departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and
without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of the Venerable Bede and all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.
Presider

The Presider adds a concluding Collect.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All

And also with you.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Presider

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God.

Anthem

Ephesians 5:2

Loving Shepherd

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Loving shepherd, comfort and guide us,
Keep us in thy tender care.
And in thy mercy stay beside us,
Safely thy lambs now gather,
Bring us in faith together,
And thy pastures now prepare.
And when I walk with darkness around me,
Thou art near and I will fear no ill.
So with thy love and kindness surround me,
Goodness and mercy bringing,
From living water springing,
Lord of Love grant me thy comfort still.
Text: St. James Music Press editors
Elizabeth Roddy, flute

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

BCP p.367

Presider

The Lord be with you.

All

And also with you.

Presider

Lift up your hearts.

All

We lift them to the Lord.

Presider

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he
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has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus

Presider

S 129

Sung by all

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him,
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
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new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
All

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Presider

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
us to that heavenly country where, with The Venerable Bede and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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The Lord’s Prayer Sung by all
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The Breaking of the Bread

BCP p.364

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Presider

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

All

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei

Presider

S 163 Sung by all

Robert Powell (b. 1932)

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Let us pray,

All

Faithful God,
in the wonder of your wisdom and love
you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels,
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.
Though we cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine,
we thank you that we have received
the sacrament of Christ’s presence,
the forgiveness of sins,
and all other benefits of Christ’s passion.
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By the power of the Holy Spirit,
may we embody your desire
and be renewed for your service.
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
Presider

Book of Occasional Services, 2018, p. 12

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us beloved children
through the resurrection of Jesus our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of
God’s blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for
ever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Hymn 477

All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine

Sung by all

Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)
Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924); desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
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Dismissal
Presider

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.

All

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Organ Postlude

Acclamation

June Nixon (b. 1942)

Liturgical Source Acknowledgements: Liturgies are from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer, Psalter for
the Christian People, and Enriching Our Worship. Hymns are from Hymnal 1982, Wonder, Love, and
Praise, and Voices Found. Méditation from Thaïs by Jules Massenet, arr. A. Moore ©1998 by Kevin
Mayhew Publishers. Acclamation by June Nixon ©1999 by Kevin Mayhew Publishers. Reprinted and
streamed with permission under One License # A-724585. All rights reserved. The God of Love my
Shepherd is is in the public domain. Loving Shepherd used by permission of St. James Music Press,
license #9490.
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WELCOME!
In song and sermon, prayer and practice, we seek to renew our ancient traditions in light
of the modern world. We affirm the transformative power of God’s word and Jesus’ call to
active charity. Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on your journey of faith,
please join us today in fellowship. You are our most welcome guest!

THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING TODAY
Presider: The Rev. Daniel Spors
Music Director: Katherine McKee
Organist: Rani Fischer
First Reading: Irene Lawrence
Second Reading: Michael Graebner
Intercessor: Ann Latta
Zoom Hosts: Laura Gable, Helen Greenwood
Altar Guild: Sue Sartor and Anne Vitullo (flowers)
The St. Bede’s Choir:
Soprano
Orlia Budge

Tenor

Catherine Clover

Carol Brink

Margaret Elam

Ed Brink

Rani Fischer

Chris Brown

Irene Lawrence

Dan Stanley*

Katina Mitchell*
Nancy Stork

Bass
David Chu

Alto

Quentin Long

Naomi Braun*

Thomas Wade*

Ronnie Sue Leith

*Denotes section leader

Becky Zeren

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
SoulWork in Easter: Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
Zoom Links Available in Weekly eNews
During this Easter Season in SoulWork, we will explore together the various points of
Christian theology commonly referred to as “systematic theology.” Typical lists of
systematics include 10 “loci” of theology, and this will be a seven-week series which ends
on Pentecost and will cover seven of the 10 loci with the following topics:
April 11:

Systematic Theology Overview and Bibliology—Theology of the Bible

April 18:

Theology Proper—Theology of God

April 25: Christology—Theology of Jesus Christ
May 2:

Soteriology—Theology of the Atonement

May 9:

Pneumatology—Theology of the Holy Spirit

May 16:

Ecclesiology—Theology of the Church

May 30:

Eschatology—Theology of the End Times

Supporting St. Bede’s Financially
A special thanks to all of you who made a financial commitment to St. Bede’s during our
fall Stewardship campaign. Your gifts will enable us to meet our payroll and overhead
expenses, support our weekly Zoom Chapel services, and keep the essential work of the
church going, even while we continue to shelter at home. If you normally donate via the
Sunday plate, please consider a financial gift to St. Bede’s to help continue our work.
Pledge payments and other contributions can be made securely by mailing a check to the
church office at 2650 Sand Hill Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025. Donations may also be made
on our website (PayPal fees apply).
Campus Access at St. Bede’s
San Mateo County is in the state’s orange tier because of the ongoing spread of COVID-19
and we remind everyone that the church campus is closed to visitors for the foreseeable
future. Our staff are on-site periodically only for essential church business. Our parish
office remains open virtually weekdays; contact parish administrator Siri Huntoon if you
have questions or need help. For the latest COVID-19 guidance from San Mateo County,
see here.
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