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Feels Like We’ve Been Here Before…
I sat down to edit this month’s Bede’s Journal on February 2 – it’s Groundhog Day! – and was struck by
the fact that life over the past ten months has been a lot like the beloved movie. We just keep waking
up every morning to the same routines, one day during the pandemic feeling a lot like the one before.
Despite its silliness, I enjoy Groundhog Day for the simple theme at the movie’s core: Bill Murray’s
character has to keep repeating the same day over and over and over again until he gets it right. And
wins Andie MacDowell’s heart when he does.
Isn’t that what God is calling each of us to do in this life? To learn from our mistakes… to grown and to
change… to share God’s love abundantly… to do things over again until we get it right? We put our
faith in a forgiving God who allows us to fail and yet gives us the strength to get up every morning, face
a new day and begin anew.
May February be filled with opportunities for you to begin anew!
In faith and peace,
– Anne Vitullo
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A Letter from Rev. Dan
Greetings to the people of St. Bede’s Episcopal Church in Menlo Park!
I am delighted and honored to have been called to serve as your rector, and grateful to the members
of the Vestry and the search committee for the opportunity to be your priest.
In making my transition from my former parish, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Arlington, Virginia to
serving St. Bede’s, I’ve been reflecting on the phrase from our Prayer Book:
Life is changed, not ended…
And while this phrase is derived from the burial rite, it has significant meaning for me as well in this
moment. I am saying goodbye to one parish, but in doing so I am stepping into my role with a new
parish. The joy of what is left behind is succeeded by the joys that lay ahead. And in this transition, at
least, life is changing.
How perfectly this translates the very idea of what it means to experience change in life: that while
there are things to be grieved, there are also things to be celebrated and for which we give thanks to
our God. We are people of the resurrection, and we believe that God is even now in the process of
making all things new. That is the very heart of redemption, that no matter the difficulties, there is
always hope in store for us!
One of my favorite passages of Scripture is found in the 5th chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans.
In it, he writes:
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us. (vv. 1-5)
Reread the very end of that paragraph: ”Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.” What a picture of what it means to be loved by God,
and to be supported and comforted and sustained by God’s love, in any and all circumstances.
As I read that again, which I have many times, I am again reminded of all the good things that have
come into my life through the difficult circumstances I’ve faced at different times. Though the suffering
lasted only a little while, tremendous good has followed. I am confident that this will be our story as
we emerge from this global pandemic that has gone on for the last year, and all the changes and
challenges it has brought for our parish, our country and the world. What it will be remains to be seen,
but our resolve to continue to live in community and to seek ways to serve those in need around us are
but a few examples of good that has already come.
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And be assured, better things await us even still!
I am eager to meet all of you, and for our worship and life together. As I think about our future, I am
full of hope, joy, and optimism for what lays ahead for us. I’m thankful for the work that the staff,
vestry, and Reverend Martha have done to carry you through these past months of transition for St.
Bede’s. They have all put in a tremendous amount of work to help St. Bede’s carry on through two
major changes in the church, and they have made it easy for me to step into my role among you. I’m
likewise looking forward to working together with them and with you to continue the work of
spreading God’s love to the people of Menlo Park and beyond.
Blessings to you all, and may God be with us always.
Dan+

Looking Ahead: Key Dates on Our February and March Calendars
February 9: Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m.
February 15: President’s Day; Parish Office Closed
February 16: Copy deadline for March Bede’s Journal; Shrove Tuesday Pancake Trivia Contest, 7 p.m.
February 17: Ash Wednesday; check eNews for service times
February 23: Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.
March 3:
Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon
March 9:
Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m.
March 14: Spring ahead: Daylight savings time starts
March 15: Copy deadline for April Bede’s Journal
March 16: Vestry meeting, 7 p.m.

Annual Parish Reports Now Available
At the annual parish meeting on Sunday, January 31, we commissioned incoming Vestry members
Susan Chan Egan, Laura Gable, Miranda Pinckert and Sue Sartor, and heard brief reports from Senior
Warden Anne Vitullo, Junior Warden Deb Blackmore and Treasurer Julie Backlund. Our 2020 Annual
Reports document was e-mailed parish-wide on Friday, January 29. If you missed that e-mail or would
like a hard copy of the Annual Reports mailed to you, please contact Siri Huntoon in the parish office at
office@stbedesmenlopark.org.
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Vestry View
This periodic report on the Vestry’s actions and decisions is part of our commitment to serving the
St. Bede’s community. Following is a brief recap of key issues discussed and actions taken at January’s
Vestry meeting.
Our January Vestry meeting was once again a full house including incoming Vestry members Susan
Chan Egan, Laura Gable, Miranda Pinckert and Sue Sartor, as well as Treasurer Julie Backlund.
Opening Prayer. At each meeting, one member leads the group in an opening prayer. For our January
meeting, Carol Brink led off with a recitation of the first poem she recited from memory before a
crowd more than 80 years ago: “Three Little Kittens Who Lost Their Mittens.” Perhaps you remember
that golden oldie? It was a poignant moment as Carol reminded us this would be her last Vestry
meeting as a member.
Year-end Financial Statements. Julie Backlund reviewed the profit & loss statement for 2020 which
showed final year-end net income of $595, which will be transferred to our reserves. Pledge income
was slightly above budget, the result of some additional gifts that were made before year’s end. Our
expenses were nearly $40,000 under budget due to the rector and CYM positions being staffed for only
part of 2020, our intentional conservation of funds, and savings due to the pandemic closure. Trinity
School and other facility users paid us nearly $20,000 more than budgeted, primarily due to increased
student enrollment.
The church’s year-end balance sheet is healthy; it includes the initial gift of $500,000 for the Al and
Betsy Harris Endowment, an additional donation of $50,000 from the Harris family to seed the next
capital campaign, and $300,000 from investment appreciation in 2020. The Capital Improvement Fund
decreased from $158,010 to $123,760 due to projects completed in 2020 such as the sewer
replacement. These and other assets are held in reserve for the long-term support of St. Bede’s.
Trinity School Debt Refinancing. Vestry approved a revised debt refinancing agreement for Trinity
School. The agreement poses no risk to St. Bede’s and enables the school to refinance more than
$4 million in debt at a more favorable interest rate.
Recent Fraud Incident. Rev. Martha reported that a Bede’s parishioner was the victim of an email
scam late last year; the scammers spoofed Martha’s e-mail address and requested several thousand
dollars in gift cards. Unfortunately these kinds of scams have increased since the pandemic began, and
churches are a particular target. With Vestry’s approval, the affected parishioner’s loss will be
reimbursed by our insurance coverage and St. Bede’s. As a result of this incident, we have asked
parishioners to be alert to these kinds of crimes through the weekly eNews , which includes a link to
information from the Diocese. In addition, parish administrator Siri Huntoon is working with the
Diocese’s Tech Chaplains to learn how to tighten up security on our website and parish e-mail
accounts.
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Upcoming Community Outreach Projects. Vicki Blayney outlined two upcoming community outreach
projects: a linens drive for the LifeMoves shelters and the Choices Project with San Mateo County Jail.
To support the Choices Project, Vestry approved the expenditure of $500 from the Seccombe Outreach
Fund which will be used to purchase fifty copies of a poetry book authored by inmates of the jail.
Copies of the book will be given to those who attend a virtual fundraiser in March, where two of the
authors will read their works.
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Trivia Contest. Deb Blackmore outlined plans for a Pancake Trivia Night on
Shrove Tuesday, February 16, in lieu of the usual Vestry-sponsored Pancake Supper. See page 8 for
more details!
Transition Planning with our New Rector. Anne Vitullo reported that she, Deb Blackmore and
incoming Senior Warden Sue Sartor have met with the Rev. Daniel Spors to begin some transition
planning for his start with St. Bede’s on February 1. Anne has provided Rev. Dan with background
information about the parish as well as local housing options. In preparation for Rev. Dan’s move to
California, Vestry approved a resolution that, under current tax law, enables him to declare a portion
of his total compensation as a tax-free housing allowance.
Interim Rector’s Report. Rev. Martha explained that one of the final duties of any Interim Rector is to
prepare a report capturing her observations about the parish she has recently served. Her “balcony
view” is intended to provide these observations in the spirit of helpfulness. Her main conclusion is that
St. Bede’s has lost its sense of identity, primarily in terms of what a church of its small size can and
should offer to its community.
She went on to describe a model of church functioning, based on the church’s average Sunday
attendance (ASA):
• 0 to 50 ASA is family sized (“feels like a big family”)
• 50 to 150 ASA is pastoral (“with the rector as the decision-making hub”)
• 150 to 350 is program-sized (“with large somewhat independent programs as individual
connection points for parishioners”)
• 350 to 500+ as corporate churches (“to which parishioners affiliate with the ‘brand,’ like Grace
Cathedral.”)
Rev. Martha’s conclusions were that St. Bede’s often acts as if it were a program-sized church (or
remembers when was), but given its current size is more aligned to that of a family-sized church. This
matters because the larger size adds more stress on parishioners and Vestry – and the resources
available to us. She suggested that St. Bede’s lean into the gifts of being family-sized, with more
personal friendships and ties to families. We need to consider which direction St. Bede’s is heading and
whatever future we choose, do it well.
– Deb Blackmore and Anne Vitullo
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Community Outreach: COVID-19 Reshapes Community Service
In announcing our Community Outreach service projects over the past year, so many times I’ve led off
with: “Due to COVID, we…”. Although many traditional St. Bede’s activities were diminished in scope,
our care and creativity in transforming methods of delivery have flourished.
Last July, when we could not gather together to prepare and serve a hot meal for residents at First
Steps for Families, we formed a network of cooks with Trinity Church to prepare food in our homes,
ingather and deliver the meals in a timely manner. 157 residents were fed the same hot and nutritious
menu, including fruit and individually wrapped baked goods.
We partnered with Trinity School to gather food for Ecumenical Hunger at Thanksgiving and responded
to the great need for disposable diapers at First Steps with a donation drive instead of a meal in
December. Another traditional program, Family Sharing, sent Christmas stockings and gift cards to
teens. Under Angela Sherry’s leadership, almost twice as many stockings as were donated last year
were sewn or purchased and stuffed with surprises. She then delivered them all to Ecumenical Hunger
Program in early December.
All the planning and safe execution took time and
care, but our volunteers stepped up, using tools
like Sign-Up Genius to coordinate. Siri placed
information in bulletins and Martha in the weekly
eNews. We adapted. Communications were key.
Now we look forward to more innovation and
new ways of supporting the community this year.
Although we could not sing carols on Christmas
morning at the County Jail, nor deliver bags of
cookies, inmates have not been forgotten.
Parishioner Nancy Stork made us aware of a
literacy project for inmates that resulted in
publishing a book of their poetry. The poems will
be at the center of our Seccombe Fund Benefit
March 18. Inmates have heard our voices singing,
now we will hear their voices in poetry. All who
attend the virtual benefit will receive a copy of
the book and learn about the program. Two of
the authors will read their work.
This month, we will join in the linens drive for LifeMoves’ shelters instead of providing a meal. The
shelters have relied heavily on donations of gently used linens. With COVID (again!), only new items
can be accepted, in original packaging or with tags. The Sartors are accepting donations at their Menlo
Park home February 7-12 so that committee members can deliver them in time for Valentine’s Day.
– Vicki Blayney, Community Outreach Steering Committee
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March Book Club Selection
For March, we will read The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennet. Her novel, topping The New York Times
bestseller list, considers women and men from mixed-race backgrounds coming to terms with their
identities. The novel plays out against a lush southern landscape. Bede’s Book Club meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. Email Laura Gable at lwgable@hotmail.com for
the Zoom link.
– Laura Gable, Book Club Coordinator

February SoulWork
Join us for SoulWork on February 7 and February 14, for a continuing series led by Dr. Tanya Luhrmann, based
upon her recently published book, How God Becomes Real. Tanya’s research is on the topic of spiritual
experience, and the encounters people have in their body, in their soul, and in community, and the practices
they use to cultivate this spiritual life.
Sunday, February 7: How God Becomes Real
This week Tanya will teach us about the spiritual practices that people undertake to grow their faith
and enhance their spiritual life, from life in community to the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius of
Loyola.
Sunday, February 14: How God Becomes Real
In the final Sunday of this series, Tanya will share her concluding thoughts, based upon her research,
about the benefits of a life of faith, including the individual relationship with God, one’s relationships
with the people around them, and a person’s bodily well-being.
SoulWork meets Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. before Morning Prayer. See the weekly eNews for the
Zoom link.

Trinity School Update
Elementary school instruction restarted at Trinity School on January 4, with everyone testing negative
for COVID-19 on the upper campus. Last month, the children participated in pajama day and took their
annual school pictures. Because of the school’s low teacher-pupil ratio, safe healthy environment and
engaging curricula, attendance has increased as families discovered the value of a Trinity education. If
you know of families looking for a solid private education, please direct them to Kirk Gossman
(kgossman@trinitymp.org) at Trinity School.
– Jon Poe, Trinity School Board Member
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Trivia Contest
We’re unable to hold our traditional Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper this year, so we’ve replaced it
with a Pancake Trivia Contest that evening! (BYO pancakes and syrup). Gather your team, join us on
Zoom and see if you can outsmart your fellow parishioners. Details are below; watch eNews for the
Zoom link.
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Celebrations: February Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
2 Bertita Graebner
4 Calvin Jepson
11 Susan Chan Egan
12 Clara Kopczynski
13 Jonathan Backlund
16 Robert Bowman
16 Harper Skey
19 Christian du Lac
19 Laura Gable
20 Audrey Harris
20 Christopher Harris
23 Neill Norman
24 Tanya Luhrmann
27 Joan Craig

Anniversaries:
Please let the parish office know if you are
celebrating a birthday or anniversary this month!

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025  (650) 854-6555  www.stbedesmenlopark.com
Sunday Services: Morning Prayer, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom
Vestry
Vicki Blayney
Susan Chan Egan
Laura Gable, Junior Warden
Van Jepson
Irene Lawrence
Miranda Pinckert
Sue Sartor, Senior Warden
Nancy Stork
Dick Zeren
Staff
Rev. Daniel Spors, Rector
Katherine McKee, Music Director
Rani Fischer, Organist
Siri Huntoon, Parish Administrator
Angela Sherry, Bookkeeper
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Committee Chairs and Volunteer Leaders
Altar Guild: Deb Blackmore, Elaine Kreigh, Sue
Sartor, Anne Vitullo
Buildings and Grounds: Jon Backlund, Chair
Community Outreach Steering Committee:
Deb Blackmore, Vicki Blayney, John Hickson,
Sue Sartor, Angela Sherry and Becky Zeren
Finance: Julie Backlund, Treasurer;
Michelle Swenson, Assistant Treasurer
Hospitality: Helen Greenwood, Kathy Thompson
and Anne Vitullo, Captains
Deanery delegates: Michael Graebner and Irene
Lawrence
Trinity School Board representatives:
Ann Latta, Jon Poe and Michelle Swenson
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