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Coming Together – on Zoom and in Person 
As our reopening team continues their work, I’d like to give you a preview of plans for the fall.  
 
Zoom Chapel continues. First, I want to assure you that there are no plans to abandon our Sunday 
Morning Prayer via Zoom for the foreseeable future. We’ve heard from many parishioners about how 
much you value our online services, particularly those of you unable to return to in-person worship for 
health reasons, either your own or those of a family member. 
 
Reopening Plans. Our plans will soon be sent to the Diocesan COVID-19 response team for their review 
and required approval before we can reopen. At the Diocese’s recommendation, our initial plans focus 
on holding outdoor services which are considered safer, and on opening the office a few days each 
week for staff to work on-site. Initially, we are considering an evening service such as compline with 
recorded music or a limited number of singers at a safe distance from the congregation. There is a 
strict list of health and safety protocols with which we need to comply for in-person worship, including: 
 
§ You will be required have your temperature checked, sign a contact-tracing form and use hand 

sanitizer when you arrive. 
§ You must wear a face mask throughout the service – as well as when you arrive and leave. 
§ Congregational singing and chanting is prohibited as is serving food and drink (no coffee hours). 
§ Children must attend the service with their parents; we will not be able to offer Sunday School or 

nursery care yet.  
 
In San Mateo County, individuals over the age of 50  and those with medical conditions that put them 
at risk are encouraged not to attend indoor services for now. Consider talking with your doctor about 
your own health risks and whether you feel comfortable attending an outdoor service. 
 
After the first phase of our reopening plans are approved, the team will move on to crafting plans for 
indoor worship and, later this year, for the use of our facilities by outside groups. I so appreciate the 
patience and flexibility you have shown as we continue to navigate the changing guidelines for safe 
reopening. We’ll continue to keep you posted! 
 
In faith and peace, 

– Anne Vitullo, Senior Warden 
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A Letter from Rev. Martha 
 
Dear People of St. Bede’s, 
 
As you may know, the House of Bishops (made up of every bishop in the Episcopal Church) meets 
regularly to discuss topics that impact our denomination.  They met over Zoom at the end of July to 
talk about virtual Holy Eucharist, and agreed that communion, without the community gathered in 
person, should be on sabbatical until we can safely gather in person once again.  This isn’t to say that 
some Episcopal parishes won’t still offer a virtual Holy Eucharist, and there are certainly valid 
arguments as to why this is a pastoral response to the pandemic, but the overall wisdom of the House 
of Bishops is that we are invited to take a step back from the sacrament until it can be enjoyed in the 
midst of community, once again.   
 
At each of the bishop’s gatherings, they worship together and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaches 
a homily.  While his audience is his fellow bishops, his wisdom always speaks to me, too, and so I 
wanted to share with you what he said.  He spoke about how much he is missing the Holy Eucharist 
right now, and gave us all permission to grieve its absence in our communities.  He then told a story 
about the importance of communion in his own life.  He shared that when his mother was dating his 
father, she invited his father to attend the local Episcopal Church with her.  Bishop Curry pointed out 
that this was in the South, in the 1940’s, and reminded us how segregated that era was.  But then, 
Bishop Curry went on to say, his parents, the only African-American people in the parish, went forward 
for communion and drank wine out of the same chalice (cup) as everyone else.  Bishop Curry’s father 
later told him that “Any church where black folk and white folk drink from the same cup, there was 
something about the Gospel that I want to be a part of.”  So, Bishop Curry noted, the importance of the 
Holy Eucharist is not solely about how it connects us to God, but also how it connects us to one 
another, and gives us a glimpse of the Kingdom of God, right in our midst.  
 
And then Bishop Curry gave us something to ponder.  If we are taking a break from communion at this 
time, because we want to wait until we can partake in this holy mystery as a community, but we feel a 
longing for Holy Eucharist, maybe there is another way to understand that longing.  Maybe it is an 
invitation to consider the other ways in which we can be in communion with others; maybe this 
longing is an opportunity to engage in the community in new and loving ways.  Specifically, Bishop 
Curry wondered what it would be like if we took the longing we have for the Holy Eucharist and 
channeled that energy into building community across racial lines.  Not unlike the foretaste of the 
Heavenly Banquet his father experienced with the common cup.   
 
Maybe Bishop Curry is right.  Maybe we can use our longing for community and our connection to God 
as a springboard for reaching out to new people, building up the community, and making visible the 
Kingdom of God.   
 
       Peace and Blessings, 
       Martha+  
  



Bede’s Journal � August 2020 3 

Vestry View 
This periodic report on the Vestry’s actions and decisions is part of our commitment to serving the       
St. Bede’s community. Following is a brief recap of key issues discussed and actions taken at July’s 
Vestry meeting. 
 
Junior Warden Elected.  Deb Blackmore was nominated and elected by the Vestry to serve as Junior 
Warden for the balance of this year. Brendan Deocariza-Nee resigned his position on Vestry at the end 
of June to become our new Children’s and Youth Minister. 
 
Church Finances.  Treasurer Julie Backlund began her report with great news: the Al and Betsy Harris 
Endowment of $500,000 has arrived into St. Bede’s asset accounts. The income from these funds can 
be used without restrictions at a rate of 4% per year and we are all very grateful to the Harris family for 
their generosity. Julie continued her review of our operating accounts and performance against a 
reduced budget for 2020. Julie strongly recommended that Vestry do additional review of mission and 
ministries to work out a solution to expected ongoing budget deficits. “It’s important to present a solid 
financial story to prospective rector candidates,” Julie said. This subject will be taken up in the Vestry 
planning session set for August 8. 
 
Planning for Trinity School Re-opening. Matt Allio, Head of Trinity School, reviewed the planning 
resources they are using to prepare for school re-opening on August 19.  Five metrics are used to 
assess re-opening in “watch list” counties. As of our July 21 meeting, San Mateo County was the only 
one of nine Bay Area counties not on the watch list; however, this can change quickly. Further 
information on Trinity School preparations for opening can be found on their website (www.trinity-
mp.org). (Editor’s note: On July 29, San Mateo County was added to the state’s watch list, and so 
Trinity School now plans to open virtually using distance learning.) 
 
Endorsement of Application for Postulancy.  At our May 19 meeting, Vestry reviewed the report of the 
Local Discernment Committee led by Ann Latta and agreed to nominate Brendan Deocariza-Nee to 
apply for postulancy as he discerns ordination to Holy Orders. The Vestry, as the elected 
representatives of St. Bede’s congregation, voted to endorse Brendan’s application and send it forward 
to DioCal. 
 
Senior Warden’s Report.  Anne Vitullo summarized the work of the St. Bede’s Reopening Committee. 
They are working through safety documentation and will continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation. 
She reassured Vestry that Zoom services will continue to be streamed online for parishioners who are 
not ready to return to live services for health reasons. 
 
Brendan Deocariza-Nee is working on guidelines for police presence on St. Bede’s campus together 
with Irene Lawrence, Carol Brink and Van Jepson. They will confer with Matt Allio from Trinity School 
about considerations for children’s safety. 
 
Anne will prepare a “referral list” of local homeless and community  services, which she will review 
with the Community Outreach Steering Committee, then make available at St. Bede’s office.  
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Junior Warden’s Report. Anne Vitullo and Deb Blackmore proposed that the August Vestry meeting be 
held as a morning Zoom session on August 8 to tackle longer term planning issues. Usual Vestry 
business will be suspended until September 15. 
 

– Deb Blackmore, Junior Warden 
 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”  Julian of Norwich 
 
 
Looking Ahead:  Key Dates on Our August and September Calendars 
August 11:  Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m. 
August 16:  Community Outreach Steering Committee meeting, 5 p.m. 
August 17:  Copy deadline for September Bede’s Journal 
September 2:  Bede’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.; Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting, noon 
September 8: Finance Committee meeting, 4 p.m. 
September 15: Vestry meeting, 8 p.m.; Copy deadline for October Bede’s Journal 
Most committee meetings and parish events are being conducted virtually via Zoom.  

 
 
Copy Deadlines for Bede’s Journal 
Help keep everyone informed by contributing church-related news to our monthly Bede’s Journal. 
News articles are due to Siri Huntoon in the parish office (shuntoon@stbedesmenlopark.org) about the 
15th of each month for the following month. The Journal is e-mailed the first week of each month, and 
posted to our website. Here are the deadlines for the rest of this year: 
 

Month News articles due to Parish Office  

September Monday, August 17 

October Tuesday, September 15 

November Thursday, October 15 

December Monday, November 16 

January 2021 Tuesday, December 15 
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Community Outreach:  St. Bede's Steps Up to Provides Dinner for LifeMoves 

 
 
Above: Helen Greenwood, John Hickson and Sue Sartor;  
at right, Jon Poe and Anne Vitullo 
How do you safely prepare and deliver a home-cooked dinner 
to 135 sheltered people in the middle of a COVID-19 
epidemic? With faith and good will, St. Bede’s volunteers not 
only figured out logistics, but also expanded our outreach 
efforts by partnering with Trinity Church. It took three cars to 
caravan catering pans of Sloppy Joes over cornbread, a hearty 
vegetable salad, fruit, desserts and drinks to First Step For 
Families on Saturday, July 25.  

 
When we learned from LifeMoves that their sheltered children needed playground toys, we asked for 
your help, and an outpouring of hula hoops, bubbles, balls, chalk and yo-yos filled Kathy McKee’s car. 
John Hickson and Sarah Babin contributed a beautiful floral arrangement for the buffet table. We 
weren’t just providing a Saturday night dinner, we were bringing a party! 
 
With great thanks to all who coordinated, cooked, transported and donated:  
Julie and Jon Backlund … Deb Blackmore … Vicki and Doug Blayney … Elizabeth and Lucy Churchill … 
Susan Chan Egan … Tita Graebner … Helen Greenwood … John Hickson and Sarah Babin … Ann Latta 
and her granddaughter Charlotte … Irene Lawrence … Tanya Luhrmann … Kathy McKee … Sue and Mike 
Sartor … Hasma Serverian … Kathleen Thompson … Anne Vitullo and Jon Poe … and Becky Zeren. 
 

– Vicki Blayney 
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Search Committee Update 
From March through June, Search Committee members, with the support of Denise Obando from the 
Diocese of California, carefully considered the input parishioners and Trinity School administrators 
provided through a survey, listening sessions and written comments to craft the Parish Profile and 
Office of Transition Ministry (OTM) Narrative that accurately reflect who we are as a congregation and 
the qualities and skills we seek in a new rector.  
 
The Parish Profile and OTM Narrative were approved by the Vestry at their June 16 meeting. These 
documents, along with the rector’s job description and application instructions were posted on both 
our website and the Diocesan website to provide information for prospective candidates. The position 
was posted through July 31, 2020. 
 
The Committee is now focused on screening applications and preparing for interviews. We plan to 
begin interviews in late August and continue through September.  You can track our progress on the 
Rector Search Timeline on our website.  The Committee will continue to provide regular updates to 
parishioners via our weekly eNews and the monthly Bede’s Journal. 
 
Thank you for sharing your opinions, suggestions, concerns, hopes and dreams with us. As always, we 
have confidence that we will find just the right person to be our new rector. 
 

– Sue Sartor, Search Committee Co-Chair 

 
Fall Book Club Selections 
Bede’s Book Club will continue to meet this fall, with two books selected for fall discussions. The 
selection for Wednesday, September 2 is The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah, a highly acclaimed novel 
of love and strength during World War II. On Wednesday, October 7, we will be discussing The 
Spirituality of Imperfection: Storytelling and the Search for Meaning by Ernest Kuntz and Katherine 
Ketcham. This insightful work draws on the wisdom stories of the ages to provide a wellspring of hope 
to anyone thirsting for spiritual growth and guidance in these troubled times.  The Book Club meets at 
9:30 a.m. on the first Wednesday of each month via Zoom. Contact Laura Gable at 
lwgable@hotmail.com for a meeting invitation.  

 

– Laura Gable, Book Club Coordinator 
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A Visitor to St. Bede’s “House of the Sounds” * 
Summer is customarily a relatively quiet 
time in the organ loft at St. Bede’s. Rani 
practices for summer services (and in some 
years, in preparation for a fall recital) and 
rehearses with instrumental and vocal 
soloists who offer their talents to grace our 
summer services while the choir is on 
break.  New music is catalogued, choir 
music from the previous season is 
organized and filed, and choir music for the 
coming season is pulled.  This summer is 
even quiet we than usual.  Rani practices in 
solitude, and records music for our Zoom 
chapel worship.  That’s about it. But this 
summer we had a brief and welcome 
interruption to the new routine, in the form 
of a visit from organist/scholar Russell 
Weismann.    
 
Dr. Weismann, currently the organist at Georgetown University, wrote his doctoral dissertation on 
Rudolph von Beckerath, the builder of our marvelous pipe organ, and is now working to expand his 
thesis into a book.  As part of his research, he is visiting all of von Beckerath’s North American organs, 
and he made a socially-distanced, face-masked visit to St. Bede’s in July to see and play the organ. 
 
Von Beckerath started his organ building company (an Orgelbau in German parlance) in 1949, and 
continued to build organs until his death in 1976. The company continues building and refurbishing 
fine organs throughout the world. More than two-thirds of its 300+ organs are in Germany. Some are 
small enough to live in private homes, and some fill large cathedrals with sound. Each was carefully 
designed for the space in which it would play, and all have the signature sound that is a result of von 
Beckerath’s unique way of voicing the organ.  
 
We learned from Dr. Weismann that our organ is somewhat unique in that it does not have pistons, 
electronic components which allow the organist to change with one touch of one button from one pre-
set combination of stops to another.  Dr. Weismann noted that Herr von Beckerath was a staunchly in 
favor of the flexibility afforded by adding such an electronic element to his instruments, which feature 
mechanical-action keyboards.  At St. Bede’s, each stop must be pulled individually, requiring an extra 
level of coordination on the part of the organist. The reason for this particular choice is currently a 
mystery, but Dr. Weismann has promised that if his research sheds any light on the matter, he’ll share 
it with us. His book is due to be published in 2026 by The Organ Historical Society. 
 
*Robert Browning’s metaphor for the organ, from his poem Master Hughes of Saxe-Gotha 

– Katherine McKee, Music Director 
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Celebrations:  August Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays: 

  3 Kelly Clarke 
  4 Elaine Kriegh 
  7 Mathai Mammen 
  8 Julie Backlund 
  8 David Chu 
  9 Douglas Ross 
23 Elena Barrett 
26 Orlia Budge 
31 William Harris 

Anniversaries: 
  3 Michael and Bertita Graebner 
  6 Katherine McKee and Colby Roberts 
23 Anne and Wes Poulson 
26 Elaine and Randy Kreigh 
29 Dora Ho and Pedro Lo 
31 Chris and Linda Brown 

 
Please let the parish office know if you are 
celebrating a birthday or anniversary this month! 

  
 

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA. 94025 � (650) 854-6555 � www.stbedesmenlopark.com 

Sunday Services: Morning Prayer, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Vestry 
Deb Blackmore, Junior Warden 
Vicki Blayney 
Carol Brink 
Van Jepson 
Irene Lawrence 
Nancy Stork 
Anne Vitullo, Senior Warden 
Dick Zeren 
 
Staff 
Rev. Martha Korienek, Interim Rector 
Brendan Deocariza-Nee, Children’s 
and Youth Minister 
Katherine McKee, Music Director 
Rani Fischer, Organist 
Siri Huntoon, Parish Administrator 
Angela Sherry, Bookkeeper 

Committee Chairs and Volunteer Leaders 
Altar Guild:  Deb Blackmore, Elaine Kreigh 
and Sue Sartor, Captains 
Buildings and Grounds:  Jon Backlund, Chair 
Community Outreach:  Sue Sartor, Liz Bellock, 
Deb Blackmore, Vicki Blayney and Angela Sherry 
Finance:  Julie Backlund, Treasurer; 
Michelle Swenson, Assistant Treasurer 
Hospitality:  Laura Gable, Helen Greenwood 
and Kathy Thompson, Captains 
Search:  Doug Blayney and Sue Sartor, Co-Chairs 
Deanery delegates:  Laura Gable and Michael 
Graebner 
 
Trinity School Board representatives:  
Ann Latta, Jon Poe and Michelle Swenson 

 


