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Community Service
“Pack the Bag” Helps Local  

Food-Insecure Kids

Thanks to two new volunteers, Susan 
Chan Egan and Helen Greenwood, 

St. Bede’s is able to continue its weekly 
commitment of “packing the bag” for East 
Palo Alto children served by Ecumenical 
Hunger Program (ehpcares.org).  These 
children are particularly at risk of hunger 
on weekends and weekday evenings, when 
they don’t have access to school breakfast 
and lunch programs, and their parents are 
often working. 
To address that risk, each week a volunteer 
from St. Bede’s takes our donations of pa-
per grocery bags and healthy, kid-friendly, 
individual-serving food, and packs about 

November at a Glance

4:00pm, Saturday 3 November 
All Souls Memorial Service, with choirs of St. Bede’s and Christ Church, 

featuring J.S. Bach’s Cantata BWV 106:  Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit

Sunday 4 November — All Saints’ Sunday 
8:00am  Renewal of Baptismal Covenant 

10:15am  Jarrow Garden Roll Call & Baptisms

9:00am, Sundays, November 4, 11, & 18 
Soulwork:  Trans Christianity

7:30pm, Friday 9 November 
Music@Menlo presents “Shakespeare and Goethe” at St. Bede’s

4:00pm, Sunday 18 November 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Collage Vocal Ensemble

10:00am, Thursday 22 November 
Thanksgiving Day Holy Eucharist

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!

Sunday 2 December — First Sunday of Advent 
Community Service “Family Sharing” kick-off 

10:15am  Advent Lessons & Carols 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Kitka

Sunday 9 December 
11:30am  First rehearsal for Christmas Pageant 

noon  Fall Gala sign-up event:  Gingerbread House Party

twenty bags.  The majority of supplies come 
from the shelves of EHP, including boxed 
milk, cereal, peanut butter, pop-top tuna, 
canned soup, packets of nuts or dried fruit, 
and energy bars, much of which is provided 
by Second Harvest Food Bank.  However, 
the availability of any given item is never 
guaranteed, so your donations of similar 
foodstuffs are always appreciated, as are 
paper grocery bags (we go through about 
forty a week!).
It’s also more fun to pack the bag with a 
partner; substitutes or occasional volunteers 
are welcome, too.  To join the team, please 
contact Mary Working, Angela Sherry, or 
Jeanne Cooper, and thanks to all who support 
this hands-on ministry.

– Jeanne Cooper
Community Service volunteer

On the first three Sundays of November, Soulwork 
will consider a series on Trans Christianity.  Gen-

der identity is an essential aspect of humanity.  How does 
it relate to our faith?  How might transgendered people 
expand our understanding of Christianity—and how 
can our churches, workplaces, and families genuinely 
embrace trans people?
This series meets on three Sundays, November 4 through 
18, at 9:00am in Lehman Hall.  Childcare is available.

November Soulwork
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Vestry View
of a narrow, low gate in the city walls of 
Jerusalem.  A camel could pass through 
this gate if it got on its knees and crawled–
–so Jesus meant it was a bit of a fuss, but 
easy enough for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.

But as hard as we try, Jesus’ command cannot 
be softened.  It cannot be explained away.  
There will always be people with more 
money than I have, and just because I may 
not feel like I have a lot does not mean I am 
not rich, too.  In fact, by global standards, 
everyone with an indoor toilet is rich.  Jesus 
was definitely talking about money, and he 
was definitely making a general statement 
that applies to everyone when he said, 
“How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God.”  And 
as you’ve probably guessed, there was no 
“eye of the needle” gate in Jerusalem’s city 
walls.  That one is pure fiction.  We have 
to take this passage seriously, as though it 
is talking about money and it is directed at 
us—because it is.

It wasn’t that difficult to recognize a rich 
person in Jesus’ time.  Rich people smelled 
better; they looked like they had enough to 
eat; their clothes were made to be beautiful, 
not useful.  So Jesus knows a lot about this 
man who kneels before him before the man 
says anything.  The rich man asks, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”—that is, 

fall is fell
deadline is a-looming and my term is almost done 
next month I may turn this column over to someone 
who probably will talk about things much more apropos 
than I in all my ramblings here could bring myself to show
from laziness and panic I will spin a silly verse 
the scansion is sufficient and the rhyming could be worse 
but if you take away a single thing that I have said 
let it be that but for you our budget would be RED
therefore let the picture we have hastily set out 
remind you that your gifts are something we can’t do without 
so take your pen or pencil in your right or left hand now 
and tell the Rector that you’ll help and just exactly how

~  e.e. grisham  ~

From the Rector

Jesus and the Rich Man
This sermon on Hebrews 4:12-16 and 

Mark 10:17-31 was preached on 
October 14, 2018.

It is so, so tempting to wriggle out of Jesus’ 
words to the rich man.  We can claim that 

we aren’t rich.  I could point to Jeff Bezos, 
the founder of Amazon, and say, “Now 
he is rich.  Compared to him, I’m poor.”  
I could look at my neighbors who own a 
house while I’m priced out of the market.  
Compared to them, I don’t have much at 
all.  And if that doesn’t work, there is a long 
and glorious history of Christians trying to 
soften Jesus’ words, to create loopholes big 
enough for a camel to slip through.  Some 
readers will tell us that the command to sell 
what you own and give the money to the 
poor was only to that one rich person two 
thousand years ago; Jesus never meant for 
this to apply to everyone.  Others will say 
that Jesus is really talking about anything 
that keeps us from relying on God.  That 
might be money, or more likely something 
spiritual, maybe pride or ego.  Still others 
will say this passage isn’t about money 
at all:  it’s about our complete inability to 
win salvation on our own and our absolute 
dependence on the goodness of God.  My 
personal favorite is a medieval tradition 
that my priest growing up used to preach, 
that the “eye of the needle” was the name 
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isn’t going to do it but because he is, and he 
knows how difficult this is going to be.

In case the disciples missed what just 
happened, Jesus looks to them and says, 
“How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God.”  The 
disciples too are surprised and confused.  
To them, riches are the evidence of God’s 
favor.  Of course rich people are already 
in the kingdom of God.  That’s why they 
are rich!  But Jesus tells them that’s not 
how it is.  Picture a camel, six feet tall at 
the shoulder, big enough to carry an adult, 
trying to squeeze through the eye of a sewing 
needle.  We should laugh at this image.  It’s 
meant to be funny.  That’s easier than for a 
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.

Here Jesus is returning to a theme that runs 
throughout the gospel according to Mark:  
discipleship is costly.  Following Jesus will 

cost you, not a little, but everything you 
are and everything you have.  You can hear 
Peter’s exasperation and maybe despair:  
“Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.  You’re telling us we have to give up 
whatever money we have too?  How much 
more are you going to ask, Jesus?  How 
much more is this going to cost me?”  Jesus 
responds with words of comfort, reminding 
Peter that yes, he has left his house and 
farm and family, and he has found a new 
family among the disciples.  Whatever 
Peter has given up, he has received again 
a hundredfold in this life, not in the life 
to come.  Jesus knows this because the 
kingdom of God is costly to Jesus, too.  It 
will cost Jesus his life.  As the letter to the 
Hebrews reminds us, we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tested as we are in every way.  Jesus knows 
that paying this cost is impossible for us, 
but not so for God.  For God, all things are 
possible.

The first few generations of Christians 
found that to be true.  They did, in fact, sell 
what they had, give the money to the poor, 
and follow Jesus—and whatever they had 
given up, they received again in this life.  
New Testament scholar David Bentley Hart 

life with God, who is the only eternal being.  
Jesus has been teaching that life with God 
is right now.  The kingdom of God isn’t 
something we wait for after death.  It is 
already breaking into this world.  So this 
man is asking how he can be part of the 
kingdom of God in this life.  Keeping the 
commandments isn’t enough; Jesus looks 
at this man, who wants so much to do the 
right thing, and Jesus loves him, Jesus has 
compassion for him.  And Jesus tells him, 
“You are lacking one thing.  Sell what you 
own and give the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven, then come, 
follow me.  Be poor, and follow me.”  The 
rich man is shocked to hear this.  Money 
is everything to him.  It is security, it is 
comfort, it is blessing, it connects him with 
his family and friends.  And Jesus wants 
him to give all of that up?  The rich man 
goes away grieving, not, I think, because he 

describes local churches in the first century 
as essentially small communes.  These 
Christians lived in a shared house, sold 
their possessions and distributed money to 
each as they had need, and owned property 
in common.  This is described in the Acts 
of the Apostles.  They strove to treat each 
other equally, whether women or men, rich 
or poor, Jewish or Gentile, because they 
were all children of God and thus each 
other’s brothers and sisters and siblings.  
Each local church supported itself, yet 
these congregations also shared their 
resources with each other in times of need.  
They were an alternative to the Roman 
empire, a kingdom in this world yet not 
of this world, present within society while 
offering a radical challenge to it.  Hart says 
that this way of life was the embodiment 
of Christianity’s highest spiritual ideals.  It 
was hardly incidental to the faith.[1]

It was perhaps easier to sign up for this 
communal way of life in those first few 
decades when Christians expected Jesus 
to return any moment now.  Saving for the 
future doesn’t matter much when the world 
as you know it is rapidly passing away.  As 
the years went by without Jesus’ return, his 
followers gradually started to hold wealth 

[1] David Bentley Hart, “Are Christians Supposed to Be Communists?” New York Times, November 4, 
2017, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/04/opinion/sunday/christianity-communism.html (accessed 
October 11, 2018).
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and property just like everyone else, until 
the economic lives of most Christians 
were indistinguishable from those of non-
Christians.  It’s probably unthinkable to us 
today to live in a small commune like those 
first Christians did.

And yet I wonder.  Our country has a stark 
division between rich and poor; wealth is 
concentrated in a tiny slice of society while 
the vast majority struggle to get by.  It’s 
not that different from Jesus’ world in the 
first century.  But life with God, life in the 
kingdom of God means that everyone has 
enough, because everyone has each other.  
What if we Christians did try to live in 
small communes today like our ancestors 
in the faith used to?  What if we sold what 
we had, distributed money to each as they 
had need, and owned property in common?  
I say that, and I want to reject the idea 
immediately.  Maybe you do, too.  But let’s 
try to set aside our discomfort and sit with 
Jesus’ words for a moment.  What would 
be different if we shared what we have so 
that everyone has enough—not everything 
they want, but everything they truly need?  
What would we who are rich gain from 
a life lived in common?  How would the 
wounds of our society begin to heal?

Am I going to go home today, put up a 
massive ad on Craigslist, and give all my 
money to the poor?  To be honest, no, I’m 
not—but I am going to ask myself some 

hard questions about how Jesus is calling 
me to follow him with my money.  And 
when I pray about this, if Jesus does say, 
“Gia, sell it all and follow me,” I’m going to 
do my best not to argue my way out of it.  It 
may seem impossible for me, but not so for 
God who is always working in and through 
us.  For God, all things are possible—even 
this.

Peace,
Gia+

+ Rites of Passage +
Life is marked by significant cycles and events: 
we are born, baptized, confirmed; some of us 
are married, families are raised, illness comes, 
death occurs. Such are the Rites of Passage 
and such are marked by special prayers in the 
church.

+ Baptism +
Craig Rider Working

Yu Zhang
Give them a spirit to know and to love you.

+ Burial +
Allan Alexander Harris

27 October 1923 – 2 October 2018
Receive him into the glorious company  

of the saints in light.

Chamber Music Residency, November 8–9, 7:30pm

Entitled “Shakespeare and Goethe,’’ this takes place over two evenings at  
Menlo School and St. Bede’s.  On 11/8 at Menlo School, composer and  

educator Patrick Castillo will explore Classical and Romantic masterpieces and 
the literary worksthat inspired their composers.  On Friday, November 9,  
internationally-renowned chamber musicians will perform these masterpieces at 
St. Bede’s, including works by Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Schubert, and Brahms.
20% ticket discounts are available to first-time Music@Menlo attendees  
who are members of the St. Bede’s community using the code STBEDES at  
www.musicatmenlo.org/festival/focus-residency or 650-331-0202.
Note:  These are not part of the Arts at St. Bede’s series; subscribers to Arts at  
St. Bede’s do need to purchase tickets for these events.

MuSIC@MeNLo presents

h h
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November 2018 at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 
 

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient Church’s story; bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Hymn 594 

All Saints                              1 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

All Faithful Departed            2 

 

Richard Hooker                    3 
7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

4:00p Arts:  All Souls  
Memorial Service 

Turn clocks back 1hr tonight! 
All Saints’ Sunday              4 

Daylight Saving Time ends 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Trans X’ty 
9:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

w/Jarrow Garden roll call 

5 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

6:00p Sarum Seminar* 

William Temple                     6 

8:30a School chapel 
3:00p Staff meeting 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Willibrord                             7 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

8 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

9 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 

7:30p Music@Menlo concert* 

Leo the Great                      10 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
2:00p A. Harris funeral 

7pm Folk dance* 

25 Pentecost                       11 
Veterans Day 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Trans X’ty 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
3:00p Eagle Scout court* 

Charles Simeon                   12 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

13 

8:30a School chapel 
3:00p Staff meeting 
5:00p Finance Cmte mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Consecration of                   14 
Samuel Seabury 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Companions alumni mtg 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

15 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 

Margaret                             16 

11:00a School family chapel 

Hugh                                   17 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

26 Pentecost                       18 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Trans X’ty 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:30a Trinity School present 
4:00p Arts:  Collage Vocal 

Elizabeth                             19 

9:00a Counting Crew 

Edmund                               20 

noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
3:00p Staff meeting 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

21 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Thanksgiving Day             22 
Clive Staples Lewis 
Parish office closed 

10:00a Holy Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Clement                               23 
Parish office closed 

 

24 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

Last Sunday after              25 
Pentecost:  Christ the King 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

26 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

27 

8:30a School chapel 
3:00p Staff meeting 
7:00p Vestry mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Kamehameha and Emma    28 

8:30a School chapel 

7:00p School Board mtg 
7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

29 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

St. Andrew the Apostle     30 

8:30a School chapel 

 

 

Z 
*use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
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Children & Youth at St. Bede’s

How Shall We Teach our Children?

At St. Bede’s, we hope to search for answers to the difficult question of how 
to share with our children in changing, sometimes frightening, times, what it 

means to live in the fullness of God’s enduring love.  

We work through this question in community, through an intentional practice 
of sharing with our children the way we worship, study, and serve in community.  
We engage children with the challenges of our own time and with centuries of 
faith experience.

Children learn about the fullness of God’s enduring love experienced 
through memory.

Collage Vocal Ensemble — Close Encounters
Sunday, November 18, 4pm

Collage Vocal Ensemble always has combined various classical and pop 
genres on its programs.  This time artistic director Rafael Ornes will 

have some fun with what can happen when genres mix within a song or one 
culture collides with another, for example, when a jazz composer borrows a 
theme from a Romantic composer, when a composer arranges a folk tune for 
a medieval chant, when Latin rhythms transform a Tin Pan Alley tune, and 
who knows what else.  As usual you can expect a mix of songs for women, 
for men, for quartets, and for the whole chamber ensemble.
Suggested donation $15; all donations benefit LifeMoves, which helps  
local families and individuals break the cycle of homelessness.

Arts at St. Bede’s presents
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Children learn about the resilience that faith practice in community provides 
by preparing meals and serving them to families in need at a local shelter.

Children learn about the traditions of our liturgy by taking part in them. 

They serve as acolytes, attend  
all-ages services, and sing together.   
We share church with the children by 
bringing them to watch our organist 
play with her feet (and occasionally 
flying paper airplanes from the choir 
loft), touring them through the sacristy, 
and bringing them into the sanctuary 
after church to stand at the pulpit and 
the altar.  They walk our labyrinth and 
enjoy lighting the candles before the 
service begins.

 “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…”  (Matt 25:35-40)

Our children learn about 
Scripture through  
engaging lessons that allow 
them to enter the stories of 
the Bible, and then reflect 
on them.
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Our children equip us for teaching through the joy they share by feeling the 
love of God in community.

Fall Gala Wrap-up

Vielen dank, thank you so much, to all our 
donors, underwriters, bidders, patrons 

and volunteers at “The Sounds of Music,” 
our annual gala benefiting the Seccombe 
Outreach Fund, our primary source of grants 
for community service.  At press time, we 
had raised $9,600, a number that may rise 
with a few contributions and children’s event 
sign-ups that are expected.

The evening began with appetizers pro-
vided by Bianchini’s (San Carlos) and drinks 
served by Jim Bartosh and Rani 
Fischer along with our paid help 
Alberto Navarro.  Thanks to the 
set-up crew of Curtis Grisham 
(A/V tech support), Dick Zeren, 
Katie Gosling, Megan and Da-
vid Sell, and Nancy Stork, plus 
the flower crew of Ann Latta,  
Marianne Stoner, and captain Vicki Blayney, 
the hall was bright with alpine blue table-
cloths, red foil-wrapped Mozart candies,  
Bavarian flags, and alpine wildflower-
inspired arrangements.  Carol Shedlock and 
gala chair Jeanne Cooper created the silent 
auction displays, bidsheets, and programs 
that also featured an alpine theme, while 
many parishioners donated a variety of 
handmade and unique items to the auction 
(see list at end).

Esther’s German Bakery provided the dinner 
buffet of bratwurst, potato pancakes, red cab-

bage, salad, and rolls, while Colby Roberts 
baked a delicious Sachertorte (chocolate 
cake), served with whipped cream and 
raspberries by our returning help, Jovita 
and Geydi Navarro.  Fatima Corey, Katie  
Gosling, and Pam Stevens helped entertain 
our younger guests in the Sunday school 
room until our entertainment began.

Our elegant emcee Claire Lawrence, wear-
ing the glamorous costume from her recent 
role as Baroness Elsa at Foothill Music 
Theatre (which earned her a nomination for 
a Theatre Bay Area award!), led the program.  

With graceful accompaniment 
from pianist Dora Ho, Claire per-
formed “The Sound of Music,” 
followed by Colby’s poignant 
duet with wife Kathy McKee on 
“Edelweiss” and Kathy’s rousing 
“Climb Ev’ry Mountain.” 

Claire then led a spirited audience sing-along 
of “Do-Re-Mi,” “My Favorite Things,” and 
“So Long, Farewell,” dedicated to our de-
parting nursery caregiver Fatima Corey, who 
was also presented with a farewell gift card.  
An audience-nominated encore of “Lonely 
Goatherd” followed with Claire and karaoke 
fan Ian Hersey leading the guests in yo-da-
lay-hee-heeing.  (If you arrived early, you 
also heard Claire and Ian testing the system 
with “How Can Love Survive,” a satiric duet 
that only appears in the Broadway version 
of The Sound of Music.)

– Pamela Stevens  Children’s & Youth Minister
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In the Month of

November

Birthdays
 5 Catherine Norman
 7 Nancy Nunn
 12 JB Pellegrin
 13 Brian Douglas
 17 Charles Pellegrin
 23 Kathy Francissen
 24 David Craig
 26 Jeff Homrig
  Mark Knight

Anniversaries
 6 Laura & Bob Gable
 7 Michelle Swenson & Stan Drobac
 18 Steven Minor & Elena Hobbs-Minor
 23 Pam Stevens & David van Grueningen

Thanks to the deft accounting team of  
Brendan and Evan Deocariza-Nee and 
check-out captains Jon and Julie Backlund, 
along with bidsheet collector Katie Homrig,  
we were able to check out patrons imme-
diately after the entertainment ended.  I 
especially appreciated the stalwart clean-up 
crew of Megan and Dave Sell, Celeste Rojas, 
Nancy Stork, and Pam Stevens, who helped 
us leave both kitchen and hall in great shape 
for AA the next morning.

We could not have raised the funds we did—
or had the fun we did—without participants 
of every kind, including guests.  Your pres-
ence means a lot!  If you couldn’t make it this 
year, you missed a wonderful evening.  Be 
sure to mark your calendars for next year’s 
event when that date is announced.  You’ll 
be glad you did.

– Jeanne Cooper   
Gala Chair

Auction Item Donors
Jon & Julie Backlund, J. Jeff Badger, Beverly Hills Hotel (via Curtis Grisham),  

Deb & Peter Blackmore, Vicki Blayney, Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey,  
Susan Chan Egan, Helen Greenwood, Ann Groves, Gia & Melville Hayes-Martin,  

John Hickson & Sarah Babin, Dora Ho, Kathy McKee,  
Irene Lawrence & David Chu, Carol & Hal Louchheim, Ann Poulson, Celeste Rojas, 

Joan Sanders, Sue Sartor, Brad Sherrill & Felipe Muñoz, Angela Sherry,  
Amelie Stephan, Michelle Swenson, Anne Vitullo & Jon Poe

In-kind Donors
Ian Hersey (purchasing/wine donations), 

Carol Shedlock (wine donations)

Ticket Donors and Underwriters
Maestros ($200+)

Danielle & Roy Azem, Tanya & Tim Brugh, 
Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey, Nancy & Bob Shurtleff

Conductors ($100+)
Jon & Julie Backlund, David Chu & Irene Lawrence, 

Helen Greenwood, Becky & Dick Zeren

Section Leaders
Carol & Ed Brink, John Hickson, Ann Mason, Angela Sherry
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