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Soulwork

For Advent, we have a new series on the 
Second Coming.  This season points us 

toward Christ’s coming “again in glory to 
judge the earth,” as the Nicene Creed puts 
it.  We’ll explore the Second Coming of 
Christ and its implications for our lives as 
Christians today.  This series meets for four 
Sundays, November 26 through December 
17, at 9:00am in Lehman Hall; childcare is 
available by advance request.
We’ll take a break on December 24 and 31 
and resume Soulwork on January 7.

Community Service in Advent
Family Sharing

Give, and it will be given to you.
Luke 6:38

With that in mind, our Family Sharing 
program returns in Advent.  For many 

years St. Bede’s has offered our hand to the 
Ecumenical Hunger Program in East Palo 
Alto in providing needy families with Christ-
mas gifts.  This year brings some new and 
expanded opportunities for hands-on service, 
as well as in-kind and cash donations:
Tech Drive:  Upgrading your phone or laptop 
this Christmas?  Donate your gently used, 
recent-model cell phones, tables, laptops, or 
PCs, and EHP will match them to a family in 
need.  Items can be brought to coffee hours 
on December 3 or 10, or dropped off at the 

Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 3 at 10:15am

On the first Sunday of Advent we’ll 
prepare ourselves to hear again the 

message of the Angels with this Eucharist 
service featuring the Magnificat by John 
Blow, carols by Charles Wood, Simon Lole, 
and Craig Phillips, as well as an original 
setting of O Come, O come, Emmanuel 
sung by soprano Katina Mitchell accompa-
nied by guest guitarist Ines Thomé.

church office Monday-Friday, December 
4-8.  Our IT volunteer and longtime Family 
Sharing coordinator Fred Langhorst will 
check them out to ensure functionality and 
wipe any stored files before giving them to 
EHP.  Please be sure to include any neces-
sary power cords.
Gift Distribution:  Looking for an opportu-
nity to reach out directly to the community?  
This year St. Bede’s volunteers will hand 
out toys and food baskets to needy families 
at EHP from 1:30 to 4:30pm on Thursday, 
December 21.  Ten slots are available; teen-
agers may participate with accompanying 
adult.  Sign-ups begin December 3 at coffee 
hours, or email Angela Sherry to sign up 
as well.  If there is interest, we can carpool 
from the church.

December at a Glance
Three Sundays, December 3, 10, & 17 

9:00am  Soulwork:  The Second Coming of Christ 
11:30am  Christmas Pageant rehearsal

Sunday 3 December — First Sunday of Advent 
Community Service “Family Sharing” kick-off at coffee hours 

10:15am  Advent Lessons & Carols 
noon  Fall Gala sign-up event:  Gingerbread House Party

4:00pm, Sunday 10 December 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Kitka

Sunday 17 December 
11:45am  Mass cookie-baking for jail ministry 

Fall Gala sign-up event:  Musical Matinée Outing

Sunday 24 December — 4 Advent & Christmas Eve 
9:00am  4 Advent Holy Eucharist 

4:00pm  Children’s Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist 
5:30pm  Community Dinner  Free to all; RSVP most appreciated 

7:30pm  Musical Prelude 
8:00pm  Festival Eucharist with Choir, Organ & Brass

10:00am, Monday 25 December — Christmas Day 
Holy Eucharist with Carols & Organ

10:00am, Sunday 31 December 
Christmas Lessons & Carols and Holy Eucharist:  One Service Only

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!
Friday 26 January 

Fall Gala sign-up event:  Chinese Banquet

Sunday 28 January 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Robyn Carmichael, piano
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From the Rector
Renewal Leave

As you have heard at the 
Harvest Brunch and read 

in November’s Journal, I have a 
period of renewal leave coming up in early 
2019.  The vestry and I held two meetings in 
early November for some initial discussion 
about the leave, and since some members 
of our community weren’t able to attend, 
I’d like to share that information here.
First of all, why a renewal leave?  Parish 
ministry is both richly rewarding and 
exhausting.  The Lilly Endowment 
observes that “Pastors serve a variety of 
roles in their privileged position at the 
center of congregational life:  preacher, 
teacher, spiritual guide, pastoral visitor, 
friend, confidant.  The responsibilities are 
continual, and the pace and demands of 
parish life can be relentless, often leaving 
even the most dedicated pastors recognizing 
the need to replenish their own spiritual 
reservoirs to regain energy and strength for 
their ministry.”  Important in the prevention 
of burnout is sustained time away from 
parish ministry.  Renewal leave is not a 
vacation; it is a time for renewal, reflection, 
travel, possibly study, and reconnection 
with family and friends.  The Diocese of 
California includes a provision for a renewal 
leave in letters of agreement between 
parishes and rectors, which indicates that 
our bishop recognizes the importance of 

on a “Sharing Tree” at coffee hours on 
December 3 and 10, the first and second 
Sundays of Advent.  The deadline to drop off 
your purchases in the parish office is Friday, 
December 15.
Note:  The Seccombe Outreach Fund will 
also subsidize requested gift cards, but all 
other gifts should be considered donations 
at parishioners’ expense.
Family Gift-wrap Kits:  After learning from 
EHP how many adult recipients appreciate 
the opportunity to put their personal touch 
on gifts for their children, we will not wrap 
gifts in advance this year.  Instead, we will 
supply each family with rolls of new gift 
paper, bows, ribbons, tape, scissors, and any 
necessary gift boxes. 
Your donations of new (still in packaging) 
gift-wrapping items are welcome at the  
December 3 and 10 coffee hours, or dropped 
off weekdays in the parish office by Decem-
ber 15.  Meet us in Lehman Hall after the 
10:15am service on Sunday, December 17, to 
assemble gift-wrap kits—any extras will be 
donated to other families that EHP serves.
With questions, contact coordinator Angela 
Sherry or assistant Jeanne Cooper.   

Important Dates—
Tech Drive: December 3-10
Family Sharing: December 3-17
Volunteer at EHP: Th, 12/21, 1:30-4:30pm

– Angela Sherry

Family Sharing Gifts:  St. Bede’s parish-
ioners are needed to buy gifts for eleven 
individuals in two families this year.  The 
first family includes a single mom with 
six daughters, ranging in age from 2 to 18 
years old.  The mother works, but has little 
money left after rent and bills are paid.  The 
second family has two children, 10 and 15 
years old.  The parents labor together doing 
janitorial work.  Similar to our first family, 
their income is barely enough to cover rent 
and bills.  The parents work in the evenings 
and are not able to spend as much quality 
time with their children as they would like.  
They are hoping to have a holiday where 
they spend time with gifts and watching 
movies together.  
Thanks to Gala fundraising, the Seccombe 
Outreach Fund will be able to pay for three 
larger requested items that will increase our 
impact on the families’ lives well beyond 
Christmas Day:
* a guitar for an 18-year-old in the first 

family, which can help her provide en-
tertainment for her family while devel-
oping her musical skills;

* four dining room chairs, so the second 
family can eat together at a table;

* a power saw for that family’s father, to 
help him increase his work opportunities

Parishioners are needed to sign up to pur-
chase other requested items, or to donate 
toward their purchase (cash or check pre-
ferred).  The list of gifts will be available 

this time for clergy.  I’m now in my fifth 
year at St. Bede’s, and I was a full-time 
parish priest for three years before that.  
While I’m nowhere near burning out, these 
four years have been intense, especially the 
last fifteen months.  I can feel exhaustion 
creeping in.  I intend to continue as St. 
Bede’s rector for years to come; I’m going 
to need some replenishment so that I can 
come back revitalized and energized for the 
ministry ahead of us.
St. Bede’s intends to apply for a grant 
from the Lilly Endowment’s National 
Clergy Renewal Program to cover the costs 
associated with the leave.  I encourage you 
to read through the program materials at 
www.goo.gl/knsvGa .  The grant provides 
up to $50,000 to support clergy renewal 
leaves, with the funds divided between 
the pastor and the congregation.  Lilly 
has long, deep experience with renewal 
leaves, and the endowment has designed 
the grant to direct clergy and congregations 
towards programs that will be life-giving 
for both.  Fundamental to Lilly’s approach 
is that the leave is a time for renewal for 
the congregation as well as the pastor.  
Congregations engage in renewal activities 
while their clergyperson is away.  Pastor 
and congregation share experiences and 
insights with one another once the leave 
is concluded.  We will work together to 
design a renewal program that will benefit 
St. Bede’s, and both you and I will grow 
through this experience.

http://www.goo.gl/knsvGa
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I’ve been in contact with the bishop’s 
office about renewal leaves.  Typically a 
congregation has a long-term supply priest 
at 50% time.  I will select this person with 
the vestry’s input, and I will ensure that 
a solid priest is here to provide liturgical 
leadership and pastoral support while I 
am away.  The supply priest will be here 
fewer than half as many hours each week 
as I am, so we will need to determine what 
that person should do, what other members 
of the community will pick up, and what 
will not be done.  Our parish staff will 
almost certainly have additional 
duties during the renewal leave.  We 
should plan for some vacation time 
for them after the leave is concluded 
and we’ve had a chance to share 
insights and experiences.  They will 
need rest, too.
My letter of agreement gives me up to five 
months of renewal leave.  So what do I 
plan to do?  What will make my heart sing?  
Clergy and congregations that have received 
Lilly grants recommend having a theme for 
the leave.  The two themes that I envision 
for myself are discipleship and community.  
Forming disciples of Jesus Christ is vital to 
my understanding of my priesthood and my 
role as your rector.  I want to know Jesus 
Christ more deeply; I want to re-learn what 
it means to be a disciple of Jesus for my-
self, not as the model that others look to for 
their faith.  Christian community has been 

a source of great joy and strength for me, 
and I want to spend a few months as part of 
a Christian community where I don’t have 
the responsibility of leadership.  I want to 
observe how new people are invited into 
Christian community, how it forms, how the 
ethos and values of Christian community are 
transmitted.  An essential community for me 
is my family and friends.  Because I work 
every weekend, I don’t get to see them very 
much, and I want to reconnect with them.  
So if I take five months––Lilly recommends 
three to four months, so I would be willing 

to consider four––I’d plan to leave in 
January 2019 after the annual meet-
ing and return either in late May or 
late June.  I would start with visits 
to friends and family in the US.  I’d 
then travel to the Holy Land for a 

two-week pilgrimage at St George’s College, 
the Anglican center in Jerusalem.  I have 
never been to the Holy Land, and everyone 
who goes says they come to know Jesus in 
a new way in his place.  From there, I would 
fly to the UK, visit friends and family there, 
and volunteer at an intentional Christian 
community, either the Iona Community 
(www.iona.org.uk), the Northumbria Com- 
munity (www.northumbriacommunity.org),  
o r  t h e  C o r r y m e e l a  C o m m u n i t y  
(www.corrymeela.org).  I need to do some 
prayer and discernment about which of these 
communities would be the most life-giving 
for me.  I would then return to California and 
gradually re-enter life here.  Melville would 

come with me to Jerusalem and the UK; he 
is in conversation with his employer about 
leave for himself.
Our congregational renewal activities should 
have some theme as well.  We might look for 
something that resonates with my themes 
of discipleship and community.  The Lilly 
Endowment notes that the congregation 
should not use the renewal program to 
engage in conversations or planning that are 
best carried on with the pastor present; they 
also will not fund capital expenses or long-
term staffing.  The vestry has discussed 
forming a renewal leave team to plan the 
congregational renewal program and write 
the grant application.  It will include some 

vestry members and some members from 
outside the vestry.  Several parishioners 
have expressed interest in working on this; 
if you would like to be part of the team, 
please talk to our senior warden Sue Sartor.  
The deadline for the grant application is 
April 13, 2018.
There will be many more opportunities to 
discuss and hear about the renewal leave, 
and I am always happy to answer any 
questions that arise.  I’m looking forward 
to this opportunity to strengthen and renew 
all of us for the good work God has given 
us to do.

Peace,
Gia+

Arts at St. Bede’s presents

Kitka — Wintersongs
Sunday, December 10, 4pm

Few things evoke the magic of the 
winter holidays as the transcendent 

splendor of the human voice raised in 
song.  Wintersongs showcases a treasure-
trove of seasonal music ranging from rousing Slavic folk carols to lush, medita-
tive Eastern Orthodox sacred choral works, from pre-Christian incantations for  
the longest nights of the year to medieval Sephardic Chanukah songs to original 
new pieces inspired by the beauty and mystery of wintertime.           www.kitka.org
Tickets at the door:  $40 center front/$35 general/$30 senior/$15 student
For advance purchase at a small discount, see 

www.stbedesmenlopark.org/upcoming-arts-events/

http://www.iona.org.uk
http://www.northumbriacommunity.org
http://www.corrymeela.org
http://www.kitka.org
http://www.stbedesmenlopark.org/upcoming-arts-events/


8

December 2017 Bede’s Journal Bede’s Journal                                                                             December 2017

9December 2017 at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church *use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you. 

Nicholas Ferrar                    1 

8:30a School chapel 

Channing Moore Williams    2 
7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
7:00p Folk Dance* 

1 Advent                               3 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: 2nd Coming 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Advent Lessons & 

Carols and Eucharist 
11:15a Pageant rehearsal 
noon <Gala:  Gingerbread 

House Party 

John of Damascus                 4 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

Clement of Alexandria          5 

8:30a School chapel 
12:45pm Chapel team mtg 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Nicholas of Myra                  6 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Ambrose of Milan                 7 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 

8 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 

9 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
2:00p Alex Coleman mem svc 

2 Advent                             10 
St. Nicholas Sunday 
8:00a&10:15a Holy Eucharist 
9:00a Soulwork: 2nd Coming 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
11:15a Pageant rehearsal 
4:00p Arts: Kitka 

11 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

7:00p Finance Cmte mtg 

12 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

13 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Companions alumni mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

14 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

6:00p Sarum Seminar* 

15 

8:30a School chapel 

16 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

3 Advent                             17 
8:00a&10:15a Holy Eucharist 
9:00a Soulwork: 2nd Coming 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
11:15a Pageant rehearsal 
11:45a Mass cookie baking 

& decorating 

18 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

19 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Vestry meeting 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Ember Day                          20 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

St. Thomas                         21 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:00p Trinity School Lessons 
& Carols 

Ember Day                          22 

11:00a School family chapel 
Parish office closes at noon 

Ember Day                          23 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

4 Advent                             24 
Christmas Eve 
9:00a Advent 4 Eucharist 
4:00p Children’s Pageant & 

Holy Eucharist 
5:30p Community Dinner 
7:30p Musical Prelude 
8:00p Festival Eucharist 

Christmas Day                   25 
Parish office closed 

10:00a Holy Eucharist 
with Carols 

3:00p Folk dance party* 

St. Stephen                         26 
Parish office closed 

9:00a Counting Crew 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

St. John                              27 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Holy Innocents                  28 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Thomas Becket                    29 

 

30 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

1 Christmas                       31 
New Year’s Eve 
10:00a Christmas Lessons 

& Carols and Eucharist 

 
Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word. 
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Seasonal Hospitality

Advent and Christmas bring St. Bede’s 
multiple opportunities to welcome the 

stranger, cheer the lonely, and strengthen 
connections amid our parish family.  It’s 
been a joy and privilege to be coordinator 
of our expanded seasonal hospitality for 
several years, but I confess we could use a 
few more helpers.

The needs are simple:  Convivial 
greeters wearing name badges 
to put newcomers at ease, 
donors of homemade or 
store-bought Christmas 
cookies and holiday 
treats for our many 
receptions (schedule 
below),  and some 
hands for easy set-up 
and clean-up.  Youth are 
welcome to participate, 
too. 

Here are key dates:

Reception after the Kitka concert, 
4:00pm, Sunday, December 10.  Set-up 
will take place after the 10:15 coffee hour 
has ended; help is needed to put out trays 
just before the concert ends, serve wine 
and non-alcoholic beverages (two people 
required), and clean up after this very 
popular event.  Greeters needed, too.

Assembly of holiday cookie trays and 
greeting cards for our 12-step and Par-
kinson’s support groups, times TBD 
December 17-22.  The recipients tell us 
each year how much they appreciate our 
thoughtfulness.  Homemade cookie dona-
tions welcome!

Receptions after Christmas Eve ser-
vices, 4pm and 8pm, and Christmas 

Day service,  10am.  We’ll serve 
store-bought treats as well as 

any homemade cookies on 
Christmas Eve, with krin-
gle on Christmas Day.  
Set-up and clean-up 
help is particularly ap-
preciated.  (See separate 
article on the Christmas 
Eve Community Din-

ner, page 12).

Please contact me if you 
have an opening in your holi-

day schedule and would like to 
join us in feeding God’s sheep. 

– Jeanne Cooper
Hospitality chair

Jail Ministry
I was in prison and you visited me.

Matthew 25:36b

Interested in Christmas caroling at the San Mateo County Jails  
on Christmas morning?

A group of volunteers will meet early Christmas morning (7:00-7:30am) at 
the old jail in downtown Redwood City and spend 2-3 hours distributing 

cookies and singing carols to inmates.  We will visit both the old jail on Bradford 
Street and the new jail on Maple Street.  This is a very moving way to reach out to 
those imprisoned during the holidays.  If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Nancy Stork by email.  You will need to send your driver’s license 
number and date of birth to Nancy by December 5 in order to receive a one-
day security clearance to enter the jails.
A number of us have done this over the years and found it very moving.  Parking 
is easy!  Bring your own coffee and snacks and be prepared to store your belong-
ings in your car or a locker (25 cents).  No red or orange clothing.
Packing of the cookie bags to distribute to the prisoners will take place at the 
United Methodist Church on Woodside Road and Alameda de las Pulgas on 
December 22, starting at 9am.  You can stay for as long or as short as you like.  
This is a chance to meet others involved in the San Mateo Service League, which 
provides services to inmates and their families.
If you would like to donate Christmas cookies, please speak to Nancy or Jeanne 
Cooper.  We are planning to bake and decorate some cookies after the 10:15  
service on December 17, but check St. Bede’s online calendar for updates:  

www.stbedesmenlopark.org/news-events/news-calendar/  
– Nancy Stork 

Community Service volunteer







http://www.stbedesmenlopark.org/news-events/news-calendar/
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All are warmly invited to share festive 
food and fellowship at our fourth an-

nual Christmas Eve Community Dinner, 
held between the afternoon and evening 
worship services.  Last year’s event attracted 
fifty diners of all ages, including pageant 
families, senior  parishioners, clergy, choir 
members, and eight guests from the larger 
community, who appreciate our welcome at 
what can often be a lonely time.
We invite guests to be seated in Lehman Hall 
at 5:30pm, after the reception that follows 
the 4pm Christmas Pageant and Eucharist.  
We’ll enjoy a buffet that includes salad, veg-
etarian lasagna, Nueske’s spiral-cut smoked 
turkey, Hasma Serverian’s sweet potatoes 
and cranberry sauce,  plus Christmas cookies 
and potluck dessert (a good time to re-gift 
sweets you can’t consume yourself!).

A century later a group of composers came to be known as the Second New 
England School, or The Boston Six.  They sought musical training in Europe but 
returned home to the U.S. and ultimately developed a style and sound that was 
distinctly New World, paving the way for such twentieth century giants as Aaron 
Copland, Samuel Barber, and Leonard Bernstein.  Among their number was  
Mrs. H.H.A. Beach, (aka Amy Marcy Cheney Beach, 1867-1944) a much sought-
after concert pianist and America’s first successful woman composer.  Her carol 
Constant Christmas will be our Christmas Eve offertory anthem and can be heard 
here:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=baUz4suztbE

The centerpiece of our pre-service music for Christmas Eve is the Christmas 
Cantata by Daniel Pinkham, (1923-2006), yet another New Englander.  In addi-
tion to a prolific career as a composer, he served as music director at Kings Chapel, 
Boston, from 1958-2000, and on the musicology faculty at New England Conser-
vatory.  His love of choral singing and of Renaissance music shine through every 
page of his Christmas Cantata.  We will sing it accompanied by organ and brass, 
featuring our wonderful Rani Fischer who will be joined by four members of the 
Piedmont Brass Quintet.  Sung in Latin, the text of the first movement is a dialogue 
with the shepherds who witnessed the birth of Jesus, and the second movement 
proclaims the great mystery of Jesus’ birth to the Virgin, witnessed by the animals.  
The third exhorts us to rejoice with the Lord and give thanks.  Here’s a wonderful 
recording:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=CS9pnolfMik

Talent abounds on both coasts of the U.S.A., and our Christmas Eve music 
includes carols by two living, California-based composers, Professor Jeffrey  
Rickard (retired) of the University of the Redlands and the wonderful surgeon-
organist-composer Angela Kraft Cross, who has performed many times at St. 
Bede’s and composed a setting of Evensong canticles for our choir last spring.  Mr. 
Rickard’s Christmas Eve Carol, which the choir will sing at Communion, sets one 
of Charles Wesley’s splendid hymn texts to a beautiful new tune accompanied by 
a hypnotic hand-bell obbligato.  Dr. Kraft Cross’s setting of Alameda-based poet 
Elisabeth Eliassen’s Slumber Song was commissioned and premiered by the San 
Francisco Renaissance Voices in 2016.  The choir will sing it as part of our pre-
service music on Christmas Eve, along with Daniel Read’s carol and the Christmas 
Cantata.  Neither of these carols has been recorded for commercial release yet, so 
you’ll have to come hear them in person on Christmas Eve here at St. Bede’s!

– Katherine McKee  Music Director

While choir members will still adjourn in 
time to rehearse before the 8pm service, 
those who remain after dinner are invited to 
enjoy games and puzzles or help with clean-
up until 7:30pm, when the musical prelude 
begins in the candlelit sanctuary. 
Family members, friends, or neighbors are 
welcome to join parishioners; please be 
sure to RSVP by Monday, December 18, 
to the parish office with the number attend-
ing and any significant dietary restrictions.  
Sign-up sheets will also be available at cof-
fee hours December 10 and 17.  Donations 
towards hospitality costs are welcome, but 
not required.
Volunteers are welcome to help decorate the 
stage and set tables in Lehman Hall after the 
9am Fourth Advent service on 12/24, or on 
the afternoon of 12/23 if more convenient.  
Please contact me: 

– Jeanne Cooper  Hospitality chair

Daniel Read (1857-1836) belonged to the First New England School of com-
posers, living most of his adult life in New Haven, Connecticut.  He published 

several collections of hymn tunes and instructional books on singing and music 
theory, while earning his living by running a general store.  Along with his mostly 
self-taught fellow New Englander composers, including William Billings and Justin 
Morgan, he wrote primarily 4-part a cappella vocal music, both sacred and secular, 
composed in a style more reminiscent of the madrigals of the late Renaissance than 
like that of their European contemporaries such as Mozart, Cherubini, and Salieri.  
St. Bede’s choir’s Christmas Eve pre-service carols will include his tune Sherburne, 
set to Nahum Tate’s Christmas carol text While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by 
Night.  You can hear it here:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmhUWZJaT4o

An American Christmas

Christmas Eve Community Dinner

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baUz4suztbE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CS9pnolfMik
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmhUWZJaT4o
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In the Month of

December

Birthdays
 1 Karen Chung  
 3 Bob Shurtleff  
 4 Brian Leen  
 5 Elena Brugh  
  Freddy Churchill  
 6 Bob Wood  
 8 Lois Poole  
 10 Nancy Shurtleff  
 13 Medea Bern  
  George Shultz  
  Caroline Spath  
 17 Lucho Wright  
 19 Carol Brink  
 25 Mathew Mammen  
 31 Alexis Reed

Anniversary
 28 Nancy & Peter Nunn

(4 Advent service on Sunday, December 24 at 9:00am)

Sunday, December 24 at 4:00pm
Children’s Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist with organ

Sunday, December 24 at 7:30pm
Musical Prelude:  The Choir of St. Bede’s, accompanied by organist Rani Fischer 

and members of the Piedmont Brass Quintet, will present Daniel Pinkham’s  
Christmas Cantata as well as carols by Daniel Read and Angela Kraft Cross.

Sunday, December 24 at 8:00pm
Festival Eucharist with choir, organ, and brass

Music will include familiar carols as well as  
anthems by Amy Beach and Jeffrey Rickard.

Monday, December 25 at 10:00am
Holy Eucharist with organ and carols

Sunday, December 31 at 10:00am
Christmas Lessons & Carols with organ

cluded Deb Blackmore and dog Oscar, Irene 
Lawrence, the Machemer family (Katie and 
Daniel and their children Abigail, Kiersten, 
and Zachary), Emilee Wilhelm-Leen and son 
Sam Leen, and Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin and 
Melville Hayes-Martin. 
Additional generous donors included Jon 
and Julie Backlund, Al Harris, Jeanne  
Cooper and Ian Hersey, Bertita Graebner, 
Helen Greenwood, Elizabeth Jardina, 
Van Jepson, Ann Poulson, and Sue Sartor.  
(Please let Carol Shedlock know if your 
name was omitted, so we may thank you in 
the next Bede’s Journal.)

Christmastide at St. Bede’s

Benefiting Home & Hope

Thanks to all the participants on and do-
nors to the St. Bede’s team in the Jour-

ney Home 5K on November 12, a fundraiser 
for Home & Hope. We raised over $1,500 
for the transitional family shelter program, 
which we hosted this summer after many 
years as a support to other congregations. 
(The exact tally may even be a little higher, 
due to technical difficulties with the online 
interface this year.)
Our fundraising walkers and runners this 
year at Seal Point Park in San Mateo in-

Art:  Vintage nativity, Cuzco School
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Sunday Services
Holy Eucharist 8:00am, 10:15am

Sunday Programs
Adult Education 9:00am — childcare available by request 
Nursery 10:00am 
Children’s Sunday school 10:15am

Weekdays
Holy Eucharist  Wednesday 8:00am

Parish Office Hours M-F 9:00am-5:00pm 
650-854-6555

Trinity School + Preschool–Grade 5
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