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Dear friends in Christ,
As discussed at the Parish Fall Meeting, our rector will be taking a planned 

sabbatical in early 2019, between January and June.  This sabbatical time is not 
a vacation; it’s an intentional interlude for renewal and reflection and will be a 
blessing for priest and parish alike.  Although 2019 sounds far away, it will be here 
before we know it, so the Vestry is beginning to consider how we as a parish can best 
support our rector as she prepares for and embarks on this period of spiritual renewal; 
we also must make plans for how the parish will operate while she is away.

One exciting element is that we have the opportunity as a parish to apply for  
a grant from the Lilly Foundation which provides support for clergy sabbaticals as 
part of the National Clergy Renewal Program.  This program provides grants of up  
to $50,000 to pastors and priests and their congregations who seek spiritual renewal 
to aid and further their mutual ministry.  A portion of this funding can be used to  
assist the parish in fulfilling pastoral duties while the rector is away.  Grant proposals 
are developed by the priest and parish in cooperation.  Applications are due  
April 13, 2018, so we need to begin preparing our application in the coming weeks.   
You can read more about the National Clergy Renewal Program here:   
www.cpx.cts.edu/renewal/apply/national-program .  Several helpful documents are 
available at that link including the full Request for Proposals (RFP) as well as advice 
about what makes a high quality proposal, a FAQ page, and a document titled “Grace 
Notes” which provides concrete examples of successful proposals. 

If you’d like to hear more from Rev. Gia about her preliminary plans for her 
renewal leave, discuss congregational renewal activities and parish operations during 
her absence, or help prepare the National Clergy Renewal Program grant application, 
please join us at an informational meeting.  Two meetings will be held to accom- 
modate diverse schedules:

* Monday, 10/30 at 7:00pm, or 
* Sunday, 11/5 at 11:30am after the 10:15 service

Meetings will be held in the Ford Room and likely will last around an hour.   
Vestry members will be on hand at each meeting as well.
In Christ,
St. Bede’s Wardens and Vestry:  Sue Sartor, Sr. Warden; Curtis Grisham, Jr. Warden; 
Megan Ancker; Julie Backlund; Liz Bellock; Doug Blayney; Ed Brink; Brian  
Douglas; Irene Lawrence; Katie Machemer; Emilee Wilhelm-Leen; Mary Working

Renewal Leave PlanningNovember at a Glance
Friday 3 November 

Fall Gala sign-up event:  Native American Program & Family Dinner  
at the Zeren home, co-hosted by the Backlunds

4:00pm, Saturday 4 November 
All Souls Memorial Service at Christ Church, Portola Valley: 
Fauré Requiem, with choirs of St. Bede’s and Christ Church

Sunday 5 November — All Saints’ Sunday 
Renewal of Baptismal Covenant at both services 
11:30am  Renewal leave informational meeting

9:00am, Sundays, November 5, 12, & 19 
Soulwork:  Sacraments in Anglicanism

Sunday 19 November 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Collage Vocal Ensemble

10:00am, Thursday 23 November 
Thanksgiving Day Holy Eucharist

9:00am, four Sundays, 26 November–17 December 
Soulwork:  The Second Coming of Christ

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!
Sunday 3 December — First Sunday of Advent 
Community Service “Family Sharing” kick-off 

10:15am  Advent Lessons & Carols 
11:30am  First rehearsal for Christmas Pageant 

noon  Fall Gala sign-up event:  Gingerbread House Party

4:00pm, Sunday 10 December 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Kitka

Sunday 17 December 
Fall Gala sign-up event:  Musical Matinée Outing

http://www.cpx.cts.edu/renewal/apply/national-program
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Annual Collaborative Event
Fauré’s Requiem

If one were to ask a bunch of classical 
music concertgoers to name their favorite 

musical setting of the Requiem, the answers 
would likely be all over the musical map, 
anywhere from Victoria in early 17th century 
Spain, to Mozart in 18th century Austria, to 
Brahms in 19th century Germany, to Benja-
min Britten in 20th century England.  Ask a 
group of singers, and the majority will likely 
name the setting written by Gabriel Fauré 
while he was choirmaster at L’Église de St-
Marie-Madeleine (the Church of St. Mary 
Magdalene) in Paris.  He began work on it in 
1877, and the original five movements (of a 
total of seven) were first heard in January of 
1888 at the funeral service for a M. Joseph 
Lesoufaché.  In 1883 he completed the work 
as we now know it by composing the Of-
fertory movement, and re-worked his 1877 
composition of Libera me (originally for 

solo baritone and organ) for choir.  Out of the 
dozen or so texts from the Roman burial rite 
that might be set to music, he gravitated to 
those that speak of comfort, peace, and hope, 
eschewing the dark terrors of the Dies Irae 
and the avenging judgment of the Tract.  Un-
like other famous composers before and after 
him—think Mozart, Berlioz, Verdi, Brahms, 
et al.—who composed with the concert hall 
in mind, Fauré always intended this work 
for use in a service of worship, written to 
be sung by a choir of twenty to thirty voices 
accompanied by an organ and small chamber 
orchestra.  From the introspective opening 
chords of the Introit to the ethereal, angelic 
melody of the In Paradisum, this is an in-
timate, inspiring, and ultimately uplifting 
work.  Please join the choirs of St. Bede’s 
and Christ Church, Portola Valley, and share 
in the beauty of lives remembered through 
Fauré’s exquisite music.

– Katherine McKee  Music Director

Adult Education

Soulwork in November

On October 29, we 
began a series on 

Sacraments in Angli-
canism that grows out 
of our exploration of 
the Book of Common 
Prayer last spring.  
What is a sacrament?   

What are some of the many meanings of 
Baptism and Eucharist, and how do they 
shape our lives as Christians?  This series 
is meant to guide us into a deeper engage-
ment with the sacraments.  It will meet 
for four Sundays, October 29 through  
November 19.

For Advent, we’ll start a new series on 
the Second Coming.  This season points 
us toward Christ’s coming “again in glory 
to judge the earth,” as the Nicene Creed 
puts it.  We’ll explore the Second Com-
ing of Christ and its implications for our 
lives as Christians today.  This series meets 
for four Sundays, November 26 through  
December 17.

Soulwork meets at 9:00am in Lehman Hall; 
childcare is available by advance request.

Community Service

Home & Hope Run/Walk-athon

Come and join the St. Bede’s team for 
the annual Home & Hope 5K run/

walk, dubbed “The Journey Home.”  We’ve 
run together as a parish for the past several 
years and this event is really fun.  It’s also 
a major fundraiser for Home & Hope, an 
organization doing such important work 
in our community; last year the race raised 
$18,000 and the goal this year is $25,000 
to support this wonderful ministry.  The 
run/walk will be Sunday, November 12 at 
1:00pm in Seal Point Park in San Mateo.  
Depending on interest we can choose to 
carpool from church to the race.  This is 
also a fun family event:  jogging strollers 
and children are totally welcome.  Two years 
ago Joey and I walked together and last year 
Sam and I ran the whole thing together!  And 
even if you can’t run this year, you can still 
support the St. Bede’s team with a dona-
tion or with prayer.  The link to our team 
page to sign up and/or make a donation is  
www.goo.gl/aM85BS .  Our team goal is to 
raise $1,000.  Please contact me with any 
questions or concerns—or just to let me 
know you’re planning to run!

– Emilee Wilhelm-Leen 
Community Service Committee co-chair

T h e   c h o i r s   o f
C h r i s T   C h u r C h   P o r T o l a   V a l l e y

s T .   B e d e ’ s   e P i s C o P a l   C h u r C h
w i t h   c h a m b e r   o r c h e s t r a

all souls MeMorial serViCe
a service of prayer and music remembering all who have died.

Fauré’s Requiem
saturday, November 4, 4pm

Christ Church, 815 Portola road, Portola Valley

http://www.goo.gl/aM85BS
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From the Rector

Gratitude and Generosity
A sermon on 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 preached on October 22, 2017

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time.

one answer, the moment that cements our 
relationship with God in Jesus Christ.  The 
gospels are another answer, and of course 
those accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry 
are critical for us.  But if we take another 
angle and ask where the early Christians 
began telling their own story, distinct from 
the stories of Jesus, then we start with Paul’s 
first letter to the Thessalonians.  This letter 
is the earliest surviving Christian document.  
Paul wrote it only a decade or two after 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  While 
Christians were telling their stories of Jesus 
orally at this time, none of the gospels were 
written down for at least another twenty 
years.  First Thessalonians is the first word 
of what would become the New Testament.  
This letter is where we started.  And where 
does it begin?  What are the first words of 
the New Testament?  Gratitude.  We begin 
in gratitude. 

Thessalonica was a harbor city, the capital 
of the Roman province of Macedonia in 

northern Greece.  The Christian community 
in Thessalonica was not that big, probably 
between sixty and one hundred people.  
The apostle Paul had visited the city for a 
few weeks, and his preaching and teaching 
created this small group of Christians.  
Things had not been easy for them in the 
years since Paul’s visit.  They were a tiny 
minority in a religiously diverse city, and 
they were persecuted for their Christian 
faith––we don’t know exactly how, only 
that they had suffered something.  Yet 
look at what God had been doing in 
them and through them.  Again, we don’t 
know the specifics, but Paul points to the 
Thessalonian Christians’ work of faith, 
labor of love, steadfastness of hope.  Those 
three gifts from God abide, faith, hope, 
love, and the Thessalonians have all three 
in abundance.  Persecution might have 
discouraged another community, but not the 
Thessalonians.  In spite of the difficulties 
they faced, the Holy Spirit has given them 
joy.  Happiness is transient; joy abides in 

That’s the beginning of the final stanza 
of “Little Gidding,” the fourth of 

T.S. Eliot’s Four Quartets.  That cycle of 
intertwined endings and beginnings is a 
theme throughout the four poems, which 
are shot through with Christian imagery, 
spirituality, and symbols.  They are Eliot’s 
way of working out his own salvation in 
words.  For some people, going back to 
where we started is not a happy idea, but I 
think Eliot is pointing to something different 
than going back to the way we were.  He 
says that our explorations throughout our 
lives change us, and when we return to our 
beginnings, we know them differently, we 
see them differently.  He invites us to pay 
attention to where we start; he reminds us 
that God who is Love has drawn us on and 
called us from where we were to where we 
are to where we are going.

Where does the story of the Christian 
community start?  What is the beginning 
for us as followers of Jesus?  Baptism is 

you no matter what, hardship cannot shake 
it, and the Thessalonians have that joy.  
Perhaps because the Holy Spirit is so strong 
in them, the Thessalonians have become an 
example to other Christian communities, 
both nearby in their own province and 
across the Near East.  The Thessalonians 
have been living their faith as well as 
preaching it.  Their lives have become the 
proclamation of the gospel, and people in 
every place have witnessed it.

We often have this image of Paul as cranky, 
difficult, and irascible, and he certainly 
can be.  But another side of him emerges 
from this letter to the Thessalonians.  Paul 
is affectionate, giving praise, offering 
encouragement and hope.  We can tell from 
his words how much he loved the Christian 
community in Thessalonica, and how much 
they loved him.  The most valuable people 
in our lives, the ones who are really worth 
keeping around, are those who bring out 
the best in us, and this community brought 
out the best in Paul.  With them, he was 
able to share the message of the gospel with 
great effectiveness, with power and full 
conviction, like the Holy Spirit was truly 
present with him.  The Thessalonians make 
Paul better; they make him more fully the 
person God created him to be.  No wonder 
he is so grateful for them.  The only place 
he can possibly start his letter is gratitude.
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What an incredible community the 
Thessalonians had:  faith, hope, love, 
steadfastness, joy, living the gospel, 
bringing out the best in people.  I read this 
letter, and gosh, I want to join that church.  
And you know what?  Maybe I already 
have.  Because I see those same qualities 
in our community at St. Bede’s.  I see 
faith in your desire to grow in your faith, 
whether you are five years old or fifty-five 
or a hundred and five.  I see hope in our 
decision to host Home & Hope this summer, 
in our confidence that we could host four 
homeless families here and our willingness 
to pitch in to make real something we could 
only imagine.  I see love in our community 
service, in packing food for hungry children 
and singing Christmas carols at the county 
jail and funding a nursing scholarship in 
Malawi, in loving others with our actions.  
I see steadfastness in the decades of 
commitment of the founding members of 
our parish, many of whom are still with us 
in the pews every week even when it’s a 

challenge for them to get here.  I see joy in 
our musicians, not just in the high quality of 
the music they play and sing, but in the joy 
they find in doing it.  I see living the gospel 
in the thoughtful, reflective, inviting way 
you talk about your Christian faith when it 
isn’t popular to do so, at work, with your 
neighbors, as you bring up your children 
and grandchildren to know and love God.  
And I see bringing out the best in people 
in the way you bring out the best in me.  I 
am a more skilled priest, a more prayerful 
leader, a more generous and compassionate 
person because of you.

All of this is a gift from God.  Everything 
happening in the church in Thessalonica, 
everything happening in our community 
here, all of it comes from God.  It is a sign 
of God’s presence and activity among us.  
God has been overwhelmingly generous to 
us, and that draws us back to our starting 
point.  Our story as followers of Jesus 
begins in gratitude for God’s goodness 
to us.  Love draws us in and calls us on, 
it sends us out to explore.  The end of all 
our exploring is gratitude, seeing it afresh, 
knowing as if for the first time what it means 
to be grateful for everything God has done 
for us and through us.  And we respond out 
of our gratitude with our own generosity; 
we share what God has given us.

Today we begin our fall pledge campaign.  
It takes all of us to make this community 

as faithful, hopeful, loving, steadfast, and 
joyful as it is.  It takes all of us to support 
this community with our time, talent, and 
treasure.  The stewardship committee is 
focusing on financial pledges in the fall; 
in the spring we will ask for pledges of 
time and talent.  All of you who are on our 
mailing list received a packet in the mail 
a few days ago.  There are more available 
at the back of the church.  I ask you to 
make a financial pledge to St. Bede’s for 
2018.  And I invite you to give an amount 
that expresses your gratitude for God’s 
generosity.  Completed pledge cards can be 
either placed in the alms dishes when they 
come around at the offertory or mailed back 
to the church office.  The generosity of this 
community is yet another thing we have to 
be grateful for.  It is another sign of God’s 
presence and activity among us.

We start in gratitude.  That is who we are as 
Christians.  We start in gratitude for God’s 
boundless generosity to us.  And

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time.

Peace,
Gia+

+ Rites of Passage +
Life is marked by significant cycles and events: 
we are born, baptized, confirmed; some of us 
are married, families are raised, illness comes, 
death occurs. Such are the Rites of Passage 
and such are marked by special prayers in the 
church.

+ Burial +
Mary Alexander Wells Coleman 

5 August 1922 – 22 September 2017
Grant her a place at the table  

in your heavenly kingdom.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 

Vine of heaven, thy Blood supplies 
this blest cup of sacrifice; 

All Saints                              1 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

All Faithful Departed            2 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Richard Hooker                    3 

 

4 
7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
4:00p Joint Requiem at 

Christ Church, PV 
7:00p Scandinavian Dance* 
Turn clocks back 1hr tonight! 

All Saints’ Sunday              5 
Daylight Saving Time ends 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Sacraments 
9:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:30a C&YM advisory mtg 
11:30a Renewal plan’ng mtg 

William Temple                     6 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

Willibrord of Utrecht            7 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

8 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Companions alumni mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

9 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Leo the Great                      10 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 

Martin of Tours                   11 
Veterans’ Day 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

23 Pentecost                       12 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Sacraments 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
2:00p Organ studio class* 

13 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

6:00p Sarum Seminar* 

Consecration of                   14 
Samuel Seabury 

8:30a School chapel 

7:00p Finance Cmte mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

15 

8:00a Morning Prayer 
8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Margaret of Scotland          16 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Hugh of Lincoln                  17 

11:00a School family chapel 

Hilda of Whitby                   18 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

24 Pentecost                       19 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Sacraments 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

4:00p Arts:  Collage Vocal 

Edmund of East Anglia       20 

9:00a Counting Crew 

21 

noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Clive Staples Lewis             22 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Thanksgiving Day             23 
Parish office closed 

10:00a Holy Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

24 
Parish office closed 

James Otis Sargent             25 
Huntington 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

Last Sunday after              26 
Pentecost:  Christ the King 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: 2nd Coming 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

27 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

Kamehameha and Emma    28 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Vestry mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

29 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 

7:00p School Board mtg 
7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

St. Andrew                         30 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

 
 

Lord, thy wounds our healing give, 
to thy cross we look and live. 

Hymn 323 

*use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
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tending for at least eight participants.  Spe-
cial thanks to all those who wore animal 
prints or costumes, and to the 25 patrons 
who bought tickets at the $75 level, which 
helped boost our bottom line.

* Auction:  51 items and five sign-up events 
were offered, donated by 25 different 
households.  All but two items sold and 
all but one of the sign-up events filled 
up, thanks to purchases by 28 different 
households.  (We still have room for a 
few more children for the December 3 
Gingerbread House Party, noon to 2:00pm, 
$40; contact Pamela Stevens to sign your 
child up soon!)  Special thanks go to Deb 
Blackmore for donating use of her London 
flat for the live auction, and to Curtis Gr-
isham for arranging a stay at the Beverly 
Hills Hotel for the silent auction, which 
together accounted for a third of our auc-
tion proceeds.

* Accounting:  By October 23 we had col-
lected all but $130 of $7,000 in auction 
receipts.  We kept our expenses ($3,500) as 
low as possible, thanks to frugal planning 
by our co-chairs and in-kind donations of 
wine by Carol Shedlock, Ian Hersey, and 
the Country Corner in Menlo Park (which 
gave us a 20% discount).  Many thanks go 

Fall Gala:  A Look Back

Thanks to everyone who contributed in 
some way to “Fantastic Beasts,” our 

animal-themed fall gala on the Friday before 
the Blessing of the Animals, we raised a 
fantastic sum of $10,000 for the Seccombe 
Outreach Fund. 

The money will benefit our community ser-
vice nonprofit partners through annual grants 
and funding for special projects, such as buy-

to our generous underwriters, who donated 
a total of $3,000, covering most of our 
expenses and allowing all who expressed 
an interest in attending to do so.

* People power:  It wouldn’t be a party 
without patrons, but it also wouldn’t be a 
party without volunteers and hard-working 
staff.  We relied on 25 hands-on volunteers 
and 10 paid professionals—including 
childcare givers Audrey Harris and Fatima 
Corey, our entertainer from Happily Every 
Laughter, caterers from Buca di Beppo, et 
al.—to create “Fantastic Beasts.” 

Sometimes it felt like a three-ring circus, but 
the wonderful fellowship, positive feedback, 
and the impressive tally for outreach made 
it all worthwhile.  If you’re interested in 
becoming more involved or have ideas on 
how to improve the event for next year, we’d 
love to hear from you.

– Jeanne Cooper, auction chair,  
and Anne Vitullo, dinner chair

ing child-friendly food for Pack the Bag and 
subsidizing gift cards for Family Sharing, 
two Ecumenical Hunger Program projects 
supported by St. Bede’s volunteers. 

Some fun facts about our annual, all-ages 
event: 
* Attendance:  64 adults and 10 children 

(ages 3 to 10) participated, with the help of 
10 donated tickets; it was the first time at-

Collage Vocal Ensemble — Light and Shadow
Sunday, November 19, 4pm

With its characteristic mix of musical styles, Collage presents pieces 
that rejoice in the light and examine what may lurk in the shadows.

Suggested donation $15; all donations benefit LifeMoves

Arts at St. Bede’s presents
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Vestry View
time employees as well as an Employee Assistance Program for part-time 
employees working 20-30 hours per week; collecting pledges from all vestry 
members for the forthcoming year; year-end financial condition, as estimated 
by the Finance Committee, which projects nearly 9% lower pledge income this 
year than in 2016; looking toward the future and continuing to create a timeline 
into the year 2020 for the direction, mission, and operation of the church 
village, including its school; the happy report that a new Head of School has 
been found for Trinity after long, hard work by many, including Gia, on that 
quest; very positive results of the Gala and Auction, which was a fun village-
like gathering, thanks again to members who give of their time, talent, and 
treasure throughout the year, consistently.

Of important consideration and in early planning is the five-month 
“renewal leave” that Gia will be on, beginning early 2019.  Vestry proposes 
that we, the congregation of St. Bede’s Episcopal Church, apply for a Lilly 
Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program grant to support Gia’s travels 
and activities during that time—during which she will be out of touch with 
the St. Bede’s community—and to provide financial assistance to St. Bede’s 
for supply preachers and pastoral coverage.  The congregation is invited 
and expected in this process to use the same period to seek renewal as a 
community, and our plan to avail ourselves of such an opportunity for renewal 
must be articulated in writing as an integral part of the Lilly Endowment grant 
application.  See more at www.cpx.cts.edu/renewal/apply/national-program  
and step up if you want to participate in this process.

The village has, by definition, a shared physical plant, our buildings and 
grounds.  Each villager has shared responsibility for the upkeep and steady-
state operation of the establishment.  The shouldering together of that duty is 
one of the sublime joys of village life for me.  To that end, Vestry encourages 
all parishioners to fulfill their pledge commitments for 2017 by the end of 
December.

– Curtis Grisham 
Junior Warden

It takes a village.  Trite, perhaps, but true.  
Our tight community here at St. Bede’s 

Episcopal Church, Menlo Park, ensconced 
amid venture capitalists and golf courses, is 
like a village, and I believe we thrive in part 
because it is so.  If Vestry is our village in 
microcosm, to a degree, then ours bodes well 
for the larger congregation.  I feel thus because 
the current Vestry is engaged, grappling with 
pivotal issues and developing solutions along 
the way in the overarching life of this establishment.  I am happy to say the 
members of Vestry are doing it with grace, aplomb, and good humor, such that 
it is a delight to serve.

Gia’s letter to each villager dated October 18, 2017 was an elegant paean 
to the riches our village enjoys, including that richest of gifts we share:  each 
other.

We always have Spiritual Practice at the top of our agenda for Vestry 
meetings; literally, item number one, twenty minutes.  Gia usually leads and 
sometimes she directs us in a Base Community reading of a piece of scripture:  
read aloud once, note what word or phrase jumps out; read again; note what 
concept or idea jumps out; read a third time; note what challenge or promise 
from God jumps out.

Gia’s letter to each individual or family in our village could be read and 
meditated upon using the same three-part introspection and call to action 
format.

October vestry meeting took place October 17 at seven o’clock in the 
evening, around the fine old dining table in the Ford Room that was given by 
parishioners of bygone days.  Some don’t like the accompanying set of chairs, 
but I admire their quality of workmanship, Western sensibility, and rattan seat 
bottoms.

As a group we considered, discussed and, in some cases, took action 
upon the following:  providing good healthcare benefits for all St. Bede’s full-

http://www.cpx.cts.edu/renewal/apply/national-program
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and surplice.  Christian tradition includes the 
idea that what we do in worship and prayer 
with our minds, our bodies, and our hearts is 
a way of living into what we believe about 
God and about one another.  

The service also included engagement with 
children and reflective listening as part of the 
sermon about the life of St. Francis and the 
Christian life of salvation as Jesus instructed 
us to live it.  Children were able to respond to 
questions and to think about the lesson with 
their families and the rest of the St. Bede’s 
congregation.

If you think your children might be inter-
ested in serving as acolytes, please stay tuned 
for upcoming training meetings.  All parents 
are welcome to reach out to Rev. Gia and the 
Children’s & Youth Minister Pamela Stevens 
with questions or interest.

Children & Youth at St. Bede’s
Acolytes & Active  

Congregational Participants

On Sunday, October 8, St. Bede’s enjoyed 
an all-ages worship service which included a 
blessing of animals in observance of the life 
and example of St. Francis of Assisi.  Chil-
dren not only attended the service, but par-
ticipated in it actively.  Alexis Reed served 

as crucifer, or cross-bearer, in the procession.  
Abigail Machemer and Grace Knowles 
served as acolytes, those who carry “torches” 
or long candles in the processions. 

For these young members of the church, 
participation in worship involves learning 
more about worship in the Anglican tradi-
tion; it involves learning about and wearing 
traditional church vestments, the cassock 

Family Sharing —  Save the Dates!

For many years St. Bede’s has supported the Family Sharing program at Ecu-
menical Hunger Program (EHP) in East Palo Alto, raising funds in Advent to 

buy Christmas gifts and grocery gift cards for needy families.  This year will offer 
some new hands-on opportunities for adults and youth, including distributing spe-
cial food boxes and gifts directly at EHP.  We’ll also be encouraging donations of 
gently used PCs, laptops, and tablets, which Fred Langhorst will prepare for reuse 
by EHP recipients. 

For details, look for a December Bede’s Journal article by Angela Sherry, who is 
following in Laura Gable and Fred’s capable footsteps as Family Sharing chair.  In 
the meantime, please mark your calendars with these key dates:
0 Sunday, December 3:  Sign-up shopping lists available and donations accept-
ed at coffee hours (cash or checks preferred). 
0 Sunday, December 10:  Deadline to donate used PCs, laptops, or tablets; sign-
up shopping lists available and donations accepted at coffee hours.
0 Sunday, December 17:  Deadline to bring any purchased gifts and wrapping 
materials; holiday wrapping kits to be assembled at coffee hours.
0 Thursday, December 21:  Afternoon shift distributing gifts and food at EHP; 
carpooling encouraged.  Note:  This is a popular activity for community volun-
teers, so please email Angela Sherry by December 5 to guarantee your slot.

Sunday School

On Sunday, October 15, the children at 
St. Bede’s learned about the parable of the 
wedding banquet in Matthew 22:1-14.  They 
learned about all of the preparations that 
have been made for them in the kingdom 
of heaven, as a king makes for a banquet.  
The children discussed the ways we can get 
close to God through prayer, study, and com-
munity.  The children learned about inviting 
God into daily prayer and daily life from 
the example of the teaching of St. Teresa of 
Avila, who is recognized on the calendar of 
The Episcopal Church on October 15.  Te-
resa lived in Avila, Spain (1515-1582).  She 
claimed a voice of authority and reform in 
a time of intolerance in the church during 
the Spanish Inquisition.  She taught ways 
of praying and being that could help people 
remain close to God throughout their lives.  
She taught us that when we see ourselves 
in relationship to God as creations of God 
subject to God’s will, we have all we need 
and lack for nothing.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 
no hands but yours, 
no feet but yours. 
Yours are the eyes to see 
The compassion of Christ in the world. 
Yours are the feet to bring goodness. 
Yours are the hands Christ uses to bless all people.

– attributed to Teresa of Avila
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In the Month of

November

Birthdays
 5 Catherine Norman  
 7 Nancy Nunn  
 8 Grace Stewart  
 12 Abby Mintz  
  JB Pellegrin  
 13 Brian Douglas  
 17 Charles Pellegrin  
 23 Kathy Francissen  
 24 David Craig  
 25 Thomas Latta  
  William Latta  
 26 Mark Knight  
 30 Peter Minor

Anniversaries
 6 Laura & Bob Gable
 7 Michelle Swenson & Stan Drobac
 18 Steven Minor & Elena Hobbs-Minor

Looking Ahead
Advent wreath-making, December 3
The children at St. Bede’s will make Advent 
wreaths and compile a booklet of home 
devotions in Sunday school on Sunday, De-
cember 3, just in time for the first Sunday in 
Advent.  These home devotions which mark 
the weeks prior to the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus are simple ways to practice faith 
at home as a family.  The devotion booklet 
provided will include devotions for children 
to lead at home, and offer a starting point for 
discussions about what Christmas means to 
Christians.
Advent, which comes from the Latin word 
“Adventus,” means “arrival.”  It is a season 
of four Sundays in which the church engages 
in solemn preparation for the birth of Jesus.  
Advent is a time of anticipation, of waiting 
hopefully for a joyful, hopeful, peaceful mo-
ment that is at the heart of what Christians 
believe to be the greater narrative of the 
whole world.
Christmas Pageant, December 24
Children will be a very important part of 
our worship on Christmas Eve at a 4pm all-
ages celebration with a Christmas Pageant.  

The liturgy, the sequence of what we do in 
church each week, and the whole church 
calendar, are embodied ways of doing what 
we believe.  The Pageant at Christmas is 
another form of embodied worship through 
storytelling.  Children play roles in the pag-
eant and bring to life the joy and hope for 
peace that we experience anew each year at 
Christmas.
Pageant Rehearsals
All children and youth are invited to par-
ticipate in the pageant.  We will need youth 
to participate as storytellers, narrators, and 
prophets.  We will need children to play the 
key roles of Mary, Joseph, Gabriel, and the 
three Scholars of the Stars who travel from 
the East.  We also need children to play the 
roles of that first congregation in the stable:  
lambs and angels.  Please begin speaking 
with your children to inquire about their 
participation in the pageant. 
We will have two short rehearsals for those 
with speaking roles directly after the second 
service on Sunday December 3 and Sun-
day, December 10.  We will have a longer 
1.5-hour rehearsal on Sunday, December 17 
for all participants in the pageant.

Youth, children, and their families—we hope you will save Sunday, January 14, 
2018 to prepare, deliver, and serve a meal to those dealing with homelessness.  We 

will begin cooking at St. Bede’s at 2:00pm and will depart for the shelter at 4:00pm.  
Dinner will be served promptly at 5:00pm.  Further announcements will be made, and 
a sign-up sheet will be circulated at church and via email in early January.

Youth, Children, and Families Community Service

St. Margaret of Scotland, stained glass:  Edinburgh Castle
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