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September at a Glance

9:00am, Sunday 4 September 
Soulwork:  The Spirituality of Money

Sunday 11 September — Fall Kick-Off 
10:15am  St. Bede’s Choir returns 

11:30am  Kick-Off potluck with bounce house & sundae bar

9:00am, Sundays, September 18, 25 & October 2 
Soulwork:  LGBTQ People in the Episcopal Church

4:00pm, Sunday 18 September 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents San Francisco Renaissance Voices

6:30pm, Friday 30 September 
Annual Gala Fundraiser:  A Magical Homecoming

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!

Sunday 2 October 
Youth Group resumes:  Heaven and/or Hell, what do we believe?

10:15am, Sunday 9 October 
Feast of St. Francis with blessing of animals & All Ages Worship

4:00pm, Sunday 23 October 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents a Candlelight Evensong & Organ Recital

Sunday 30 October 
11:30am  Parish Fall Meeting & Harvest Brunch 

4:00pm  Fall Gala sign-up event:  Whisky 201, at the Swenson/Drobac home

Soulwork
LGBTQ People in the Church

What do all those letters stand for?  
Most of us know that “Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, and Transgender” are four-fifths 
of the acronym, but what about the “Q”?  
And what does any of this have to do with 
the Episcopal Church in general or St. 
Bede’s in particular?
Join Soulwork as we consider the spiritual 
journeys of “LGBTQ” people within the 
Episcopal Church and ways in which St. 
Bede’s could become even more welcoming 
and inviting to all, including the diverse 
array of individuals signified by that broad 
and somewhat cryptic acronym.
September 18:  Meet The Rev. Joseph 
Peters-Mathews, Working Group Head 
for Communications for the Diocese of 
California.  Joseph will address the official 
position of the The Episcopal Church and 

the Diocese of California and will facilitate 
our discussion of ways to invite, include, 
and embrace “LGBTQ” people in our 
community as fully as possible.
September 25:  The ABCs of “LGBTQ.”  
What’s in an acronym?  When so many 
diverse demographics are lumped into one 
shorthand label, do we risk glossing over 
important differences that exist amongst 
groups and individuals?  Brainstorming 
and discussion will help us to identify ways 
to invite, include, and embrace all people 
sensitively and individually.
October 2:  Meet The Rev. Carolyn Woodall, 
Deacon at St. James Episcopal Church in 
Sonora.  Carolyn will share her experiences 
and those of her community along the road 
to openness and understanding towards all 
who seek a spiritual home at St. James.  
How might we at St. Bede’s learn from St. 
James’ evolution and apply that learning to 
our own growth?

Please join us for

A Magical Homecoming
St. Bede’s 2016 Fall Gala

Friday, September 30, 6:30 to 9pm

buffet of savory hors d’oeuvres & desserts
silent & live auctions * music & magic * kids’ activities

Dress as your favorite fictional wizard  
or wear the colors of your alma mater!

Look for details at www.stbedesmenlopark.org

Proceeds benefit St. Bede’s Seccombe Outreach Fund

RSVP by Sunday, September 18
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Dear People of God,
With regret, I share with you the news that Children’s & Youth Minister  

Michaela Eskew has accepted an offer to be the full-time youth minister at  
Christ Episcopal Church in Alameda.  Her last Sunday at St. Bede’s will be  
September 11.

Michaela writes, “It has been an amazing opportunity to serve for you this 
year.  I never expected that my time with you would be so short, but personal  
challenges have required me to take on full-time work so as to maintain my stay 
here in the Bay Area.  I regret that this means I will leave many new friends that  
I have made and a program that I have put my heart and soul into for a little over  
a year.  I trust in St. Bede’s sustainability for their children’s and youth ministry 
and that as a congregation this imposition will not hinder in any way the spirit-
filled formation that you are providing to the young families at St. Bede’s.  It has 
been a pleasure to work with all of you and I hope to keep in touch as I move to  
a new church in the diocese.”

In the year that she has been at St. Bede’s, Michaela has designed and imple-
mented a new curriculum for the elementary Sunday school class, improved our 
communication with parents and the parish community, and continued to build 
a sustainable children’s and youth ministry that will outlast any particular staff 
member.  Thanks to her initiative in recruiting volunteers, a strong team is in 
place to lead Sunday school and youth group this year.  A search for a new chil-
dren’s and youth minister will begin as soon as possible.

Please join us on September 11 to thank Michaela for  
her ministry and wish her well on this next phase in her life.

Blessings,  
Gia+

or where your child might fit, please ask our 
lovely teachers or the rector.
We have had a few changes in our teach-
ers for this year.  Shabriese Davis will be 
staying on as our Nursery Attendant with 
Yazmin Vega on the fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Katie Gosling, last year’s Godly 
Play teacher, has moved out of the area so 
will no longer be with us, however Claire 
Lawrence has graciously decided to switch 
rooms and be our new Godly Play teacher 
this year.  In Claire’s place in the Upper 
Elementary classroom we will be having 
a wonderful rotational team of teachers, 
including Jeanne Cooper, Miriam Thacker, 
Juliet Knowles, and Ann Latta.  Our Youth 
Group will continue to be led by Claire.   
Every one of our staff is excited for the 
year to come, teaching and working with 
St. Bede’s youngest members.  We have a 
great team with a great spirit and heart for 
Children’s & Youth Ministry.
Registration forms are required for any child 
or teenager that is attending our program-
ming.  These registration forms will be 
provided at coffee hour through September 
11.  After September 11 these registra-
tion forms will be in every classroom, and 
teachers will be requiring them completed 
before any child is brought to the program.  
The registration forms are simple and take 
no more than a few minutes to fill out but 
they are important for the safety and care of 
your children.

– Michaela Eskew

New Beginnings  
for Children & Youth

It’s the start of a brand new Sunday school 
year!  As some of you might have noticed, 

we have already begun our Sunday school 
year on August 28, but it was what we are 
calling a “soft opening.”  We wanted to 
provide some back-to-school structure to 
parent’s schedules without any big parties 
or events.  However, we are not without 
our own version of a celebration!  We have 
planned a great Kick-Off party on September 
11 for the entire congregation.  There will 
be a bounce house, a potluck lunch, and a 
sundae bar for dessert!  Those of you willing 
to help with the potluck, we are looking for 
side dishes to complement our hot dog and 
hamburger fare. 
As for Sunday school we are back to our reg-
ularly scheduled programming, which means 
we will have a Godly Play class for children 
Pre-K (or preschool) through grade 1 and 
a lectionary-based curriculum for children 
grades 2-5.  We recommend that students 
twelve and older join their families in church 
and then join our Youth Group on the first 
Sunday of the month for a lesson after coffee 
hour (approximately 11:30-12:15).  Our first 
Youth Group gathering will be October 2 and 
we will be discussing “Heaven and/or Hell, 
what do we believe?”  Nursery care is also 
still provided at the 10:15 service, starting 
at 9am for those attending Soulwork.  If you 
have any questions about our programming 

Staff Transition
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$15 child tickets.  Adults have the option of 
a $60 ticket in which $10 will be donated 
directly to the Seccombe Outreach Fund.  
We also appreciate your support of this 
event through underwriting in any amount 
or ticket donations, which are tax-deductible 
as permitted.  All help us be as inclusive as 
possible while raising the final tally for a 
worthy cause.  
Purchase tickets and/or donate to the gala 
at www.stbedesmenlopark.org; from a gala 
volunteer at coffee hours on 9/11 or 9/18; or 
by returning an invitation (mailed 8/30) with 
a check to the parish office.  RSVP as early 
as possible and no later than 9/18, please.
Place Your Bids
Can’t make it to the gala?  Request a desig-
nated bidder, because you won’t want to miss 
these sign-up events and great auction items 
reflecting the many talents and interests of 
parishioners, from handcrafted items such 
as jam and knitted scarves, to tickets for arts 
performances, tennis lessons, costume jew-
elry, and computer aid.  This year’s auction 
also features these exciting travel options:
* London:  Savor a week’s stay in a fully 

renovated 2BR, 2.5 BA flat in a posh Art 
Deco building with doorman in the elegant 
Mayfair District, donated by Deb and Peter 
Blackmore; date is TBA with hosts (use 
within one year of auction).  This pack-
age comes with a gift certificate for travel 
planning from professional agent Suzanne 
Bouldoukian, who can help book theater 
tickets, special tours, flights, etc. 

* Palm Springs:  Take advantage of “Ski 
Week” to enjoy a five-night stay in a con-
temporary 2BR, 2BA condo (sleeps six) 
at the Cimarron Springs golf course resort 
with pool and gorgeous mountain views.  
The unit is reserved for Sunday, through 
Friday, February 19-24, but dates may be 
changed before 11/19 without penalty, 
depending on availability of timeshare; do-
nated by Jeanne Cooper and Ian Hersey. 

* Beverly Hills:  Be pampered like a movie 
star with a two-night sojourn at the Beverly 
Hills Hotel, donated by the Dorchester 
Group with the aid of Curtis Grisham.

Save the Dates
Also save the dates for these popular sign-up 
events; last year’s events sold out quickly, so 
if you are arriving late, be sure to arrange a 
designated signer!
Sunday, 10/30, 4 to 6:30pm:  Whisky 201  

— An advanced tour of Scottish single-
malt whiskies, led by Melville Hayes-
Martin and Ian Hersey, paired with 
savory and sweet appetizers by Jeanne 
Cooper, and hosted at the Atherton home 
of Michelle Swenson and Stan Drobac.   
$50; 12 spaces available.

Sunday, 11/20, noon to 3pm:  Parents’ 
Day Out — Emilee Wilhelm-Leen and 
Brian Leen provide lunch, crafts, and 
entertainment for children ages 2 to 8 at 
St. Bede’s, perfect for parents to make a 
pre-Thanksgiving shopping trip or other 
outing.  $40; 8 spaces available.

Sunday, 12/4, 12:15 to 3pm:  St. Nicholas 
Gingerbread House Party — Immediately 
following Christmas pageant rehearsal, 
children 2 to 12 will enjoy lunch, deco-
rating gingerbread houses, Advent crafts, 
and games, hosted by Jeanne Cooper and 
other Sunday school staff in Lehman Hall.   
$40; 16 spaces available.

Saturday, 1/21, 7pm:  Mediterranean 
Dinner — Anne Vitullo and Jon Poe’s 
annual festa returns with pasta, vino, and 
lively conversation among friends and 
newcomers at their home in Menlo Park.   
$50; 8 spaces available.

Sunday, 2/26, evening:  Scottish Film 
Night — Join Melville and Rev. Gia 
Hayes-Martin at their home in San Mateo 
for a convivial dinner and a screening of 
“Dear Frankie.” Time TBA; Note:  second-
story apartment requires stairs to access.  
$50; 6 spaces available.

Schedule
6:30 Check-in, nibbles and drinks; silent 

auction & sign-up events open
7:00 Catered buffet opens
7:30 Sign-up events close
7:45 Silent auction closes;  

dessert & decaf available
8:00 Live auction; bar closes
8:05 Musical & Magical Interlude 
8:30 Check-out begins

Additional check-out available at coffee 
hours on Sunday, October 2.

Annual Fall Gala

Please join in A Magical Homecoming,  
a festive evening of fellowship benefiting 

our charitable partners, on Friday, September 
30, from 6:30 to 9pm in Lehman Hall.
Our fourth annual Fall Gala for all ages 
includes a catered buffet of savories and 
desserts, nibbles and libations, silent and 
live auctions, sign-up events, music, and 
magic by conjuror Jeffrey Korst.  In keep-
ing with this year’s theme, come as your 
favorite fictional wizard or wear the colors of 
your alma mater.  Childcare with dinner and  
activities will be provided.  Please contact 
the parish office if you are unable to drive 
and would like to carpool.  Donated tickets 
are also available for those with limited 
means, so that all may participate; contact 
the rector or gala co-chair Jeanne Cooper for 
more information.
Net proceeds will go to St. Bede’s Seccombe 
Outreach Fund, which makes annual grants 
to seven nonprofit partners and buys food 
for needy children and homeless families 
served by two of them, Ecumenical Hunger 
Program and Home & Hope.  The other 
recipients, many supported by St. Bede’s 
volunteers and in-kind donations, are Life-
Moves, Los Ayudantes, Service League, 
Episcopal Chaplaincy at Stanford Hospital, 
and Global AIDS Interfaith Alliance.
Tickets and Underwriting
We’ve kept adult ticket prices the same this 
year, $50, which reflects the full cost of put-
ting on the event, as do the $35 youth and 
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You can read more about the campaign at 
http://diocal.org/expanding-horizons .
Every congregation throughout the 
diocese has the opportunity to join in a 
collaborative campaign.  Congregations 
that collaborate will contribute a small 
portion of their campaign’s fundraising to 
the overall diocesan campaign; in return, 
the congregation receives a professional 
consultant to work with parish leadership, 
pledge tracking and billing for up to five 
years, and partnership for cultivating 
donors.  A donor is covering the entire cost 
of fundraising, so that 100% of the dollars 
raised by congregations and the diocese go 
to the campaign initiatives.
After consultation with members of Bishop 
Marc’s staff, the vestry decided in June to 
explore the possibility of a collaborative 
capital campaign.  An exploratory committee 
is forming to work with the consultant.  
This exploratory phase seeks to assess our 
community’s willingness and ability to 
support a capital campaign.  The questions 
this committee will be asking include:  
What dreams does God have for St. Bede’s 
that could become real with capital funds?  
Is this the right time for our parish to hold a 
capital campaign?  If so, how much might 
we raise, and where would the funds go?  
It’s considered best practice for a church to 
hold a capital campaign every five to ten 
years.  Assuming fundraising would start 
in 2017, it would be six years since our 
last campaign ended, so the timing may be 

right for us.  The vestry has not yet made a 
commitment to proceed; we will make the 
decision to move forward or not based on 
the exploratory committee’s work.
As for what we might do with the money 
raised, several possibilities come to my 
mind.  The Hill Center—built more 
than fifty years ago when St. Bede’s was 
founded, and intended only for short-term 
use—is the structure on our campus most 
in need of attention.  The cost of housing 
for church staff is a continuing concern; it 
contributed directly to Michaela Eskew’s 
decision to leave St. Bede’s.  A larger 

endowment would relieve pressure on the 
annual pledge campaign to fund our parish’s 
ministries.  You probably also have dreams 
for capital projects, which I hope you will 
share with the exploratory committee.  The 
ultimate use of these funds would depend 
on the amount we can raise, the needs of 
the parish, and which project(s) inspire the 
most energy in our community.
I’m inspired by the initiatives envisioned in 
the Expanding Horizons campaign, and I’m 
looking forward to finding out whether and 
how St. Bede’s might take part.

Peace,
Gia+

From the Rector
Expanding Horizons

At the Diocesan Convention last October, 
Bishop Marc Andrus announced the 

launch of the Expanding Horizons capital 
campaign for the Episcopal Diocese of 
California.  It seeks to raise up to $32 
million to fund capital projects in four areas.  
Sharing Our First Fruits with the World 
looks beyond our diocese to offer matching 
grants for global mission and support 
partnerships with the Diocese of Haiti and 
the Diocese of Jerusalem.  Addressing the 
Need for Essential Housing seeks creative 
solutions for the lack of housing for clergy 
and essential workers in our communities, 
including assessing existing real estate 
assets throughout the diocese to develop 
plans for adaptive use of church properties 
and establishing a revolving fund to invest 
in the development of clergy housing.  
Creating Congregations that Thrive in 
the 21st Century creates a curriculum and 
grants to guide congregations in developing 
new ministry initiatives.  Caring for God’s 
Creation and the People of God expands the 
endowment of Episcopal Charities (much 
of whose current endowment is restricted 
for use within the city of San Francisco), 
supports diocesan camps, and endows 
leadership positions that directly support 
congregations and care for the earth.  It’s 
an exciting, broad group of initiatives that 
have the potential to transform the Bay Area.  

San Francisco Renaissance Voices –  
Devoted Daughters & Weird Sisters

Sunday, September 18, 4pm

It takes something special for a woman 
to be famous and nameless at the same 

time.  We’ll take a step into the Baroque 
era to shine a light on Jephthah’s daughter
(music of Giacomo Carissimi) and Shakespeare’s Weird Sisters (music of Richard  
Leveridge for Macbeth), as well as songs inspired by Shakespeare’s heroines.   
Sopranos Lisa May and Yuhi Combatti, mezzo-soprano Naomi Braun, contralto  
Elisabeth Eliassen, tenor Corey Head, and bass Joe Valkevich will be joined by 
the San Francisco Renaissance Dancers, harpsichordist Derek Tam, and members 
of MUSA Baroque Ensemble, all under the direction of SFRV Music Director 
Katherine McKee.
Tickets at the door:  $30 general/$25 senior/$25 student/$15 under-12
For more information & advance purchase, see www.sfrvoices.org

Arts at St. Bede’s presents
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September 2016 at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 
 
 

Give instruction to the wise, and they will become wiser still; 

teach the righteous and they will gain in learning.  
Proverbs 9.9 

David Pendleton                   1 
Oakerhater 

8:30a Trinity School year 
begins 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

The Martyrs of New Guinea 2 

8:30a School chapel 

3 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

7:00p Scandinavian Dance* 

16 Pentecost                         4 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork-On Money 
9:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Labor Day                             5 
Parish office closed 

9:00a Counting Crew 

6 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

7 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

8 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Constance, Nun, and             9 
her Companions 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 

Alexander Crummell           10 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

4:30p Trinity BTS Barbecue 

17 Pentecost                       11 
Fall Kick-Off 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

John Henry Hobart             12 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

Cyprian                               13 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Finance Cmte mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Holy Cross Day                 14 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

15 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:00p Trinity BTS Night 

Ninian of Galloway             16 

8:30a School chapel 

Hildegard of Bingen           17 
Constitution Day 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

18 Pentecost                       18 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork-IntegrityUSA 
9:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

4:00p Arts:  S.F. RenVoices 

Theodore of Tarsus             19 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

John Coleridge Patteson    20 
and his Companions 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Vestry mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

St. Matthew                       21 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Philander Chase                 22 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Ember Day                         23 

8:30a School chapel 

Ember Day                         24 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

19 Pentecost                       25 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork-IntegrityUSA 
9:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Lancelot Andrewes             26 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

27 

8:30a School chapel 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

28 

8:00a Morning Prayer 
8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

St. Michael and                 29 
All Angels 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Jerome of Bethlehem          30 

8:30a School chapel 

6:30p Fall Gala 

 
 

 

*use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
 



12

September 2016 Bede’s Journal Bede’s Journal                                                                             September 2016

13

tion programs, I have come to realize that the apostolic number of twelve elected 
members is by no means a requirement for an engaged, capable vestry.
There is no requirement by The Episcopal Church USA for a particular number of 
elected vestry members, nor the length of their term.  Some churches have as few 
as six members.  The key issue is that they uphold their responsibilities, as the Epis-
copal Dictionary of the Church notes, “to help define and articulate the mission of 
the congregation; to support the church’s mission by word and deed; to select the 
rector; to ensure effective organization and planning, and to manage resources and 
finances.”
Perhaps we could best support the church’s mission in the world by enabling three 
people to use their gifts to pursue active ministry other than parish governance,  
perhaps in new ways or perhaps strengthening existing ministries in need of sup-
port.  It is a significant change to our bylaws, so we’re publishing the proposal now 
to begin a conversation before the election.  Feedback is welcome, and the October 
Bede’s Journal will contain a follow-up article.
Proposed bylaw change:

Section 5.2. ORGANIzATION OF THE VESTRY.  The number of members 
of the Vestry, including therein the Rector and the Wardens, shall be 13, 10, of 
whom all but the Rector shall be elective members.

The elected Vestry members shall be divided into three equal groups, each 
group to hold office until the annual Parish meeting three years following the 
election of such group.

Elections of Vestry members shall take place at the Annual Meeting or other 
special meetings of the Parish.  The number of members so elected each year 
shall equal the sum of (i) the number of Vestry members whose terms shall 
have expired at the time of such Annual Meeting, and (ii) the number of Vestry 
members who shall have left the Vestry since the prior Annual Meeting.  An 
exception will be made for the first three years after the approval of an 
amendment to reduce the total membership from 13 to 10; in those cases, 
the number of entering Vestry members will be (i) three for the purposes of 
replacing those with expired terms, and (ii) the number of Vestry members 
who shall have left the Vestry since the prior Annual Meeting.

– Jeanne Cooper

On Sunday, October 30, St. Bede’s 
will hold its fall election for  

vestry and deanery delegates.  This 
year, due to a proposed amendment to St. Bede’s bylaws that requires at least a tenth 
of eligible voters to participate, we will have a list of members eligible to receive 
ballots at the meeting.  Voter eligibility is defined in the bylaws as follows:

Section 3.4. VOTING RIGHTS.  At every Parish meeting, any communicant 
in good standing of this Parish, 16 years of age or older, whose confirmation 
or reception shall have been registered on the Parish Register for six months 
immediately preceding such parish meeting, or other member in good standing 
of this Parish who has for the same period been registered on the books of the 
Treasurer as a regular contributor to the support of the Parish by a stated pledge, 
and who shall not be in arrears on account of such pledge, shall be entitled to 
vote.

Please save the date for this election, followed by our traditional Harvest Brunch, and 
please consult with Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin or parish administrator Carol Shedlock 
if you’re unsure of your eligibility to vote.
The proposed bylaw change (full text below) would reduce the number of elected 
vestry members from twelve to nine, over a three-year period; since the rector  
remains as ex officio member, the total number of vestry would eventually move 
from thirteen to ten.
This proposal is one that I and others with vestry service have been mulling for 
several years.  As a seven-year veteran of St. Bede’s vestry (two three-year terms 
plus a one-year replacement term), who has twice served as senior warden, I have 
had the pleasure of working alongside many talented, committed members of our 
parish on the vestry.  As a member of several vestry nominating committees, I have 
also experienced the difficulty in trying to persuade similar talented, committed  
parishioners to juggle the time spent on other ministries, as well as work and family, 
to join the vestry.  And as someone who visits parishes outside the state during my 
frequent travels and in our deanery as part of community service and faith forma-

Be an Informed Voter

Proposed Bylaw Revision
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’ Bede’s People ’
Congratulations to parishioner and choir 

member David Chu whose application 
for a patent to analyze music was recently 
allowed.  It will be issued as U.S. Patent 
9,430,996:  “Non-Fourier Spectral Analysis 
for Editing and Visual Display of Music.”  
The algorithm “hears” music and almost in-
stantly discerns what notes are being played, 
how loudly, and how accurate in pitch.

’  ’  ’

St. Bede’s Choir

Musical Silver & Gold

well, we’ll sing some old music that is new-
to-us by venerated composers J.S. Bach, 
Gustav Holst, G.F. Handel, and Johannes 
Brahms, and new arrangements of favorite 
old carols such as The Angel Gabriel and 
Lo, how a rose.  In March we’ll have the 
honor of premiering new settings of music 
for Evensong commissioned from local 
organist/composer extraordinaire Angela 
Kraft Cross, and our May 28 observance 
of the Feast of St. Bede will include a new 
composition by Marin-based composer John 
Karl Hirten, set to a text by Bede.
New voices for the choir are invited to join 
us.  Previous choral experience is helpful 
but not required, and we encourage multi-
generational membership.  Rani, I, and the 
“old” choir members of all ages are anxious 
to share the opportunity to sing great musical 
treasures with new choir members.  Rehears-
als begin September 7, and the choir will 
sing regularly into June.  If you’re interested 
in joining the choir, please contact me at 
kmckee@stbedesmenlopark.org . 

– Katherine McKee   
Music Director

BUT even if you cannot water your trees 
this often, please consider giving them at 
least one good watering now to help tide 
them over the rest of the summer and fall.
More information on watering trees during 
times of drought can be found at:
canopy.org/tree-info/caring-for-trees/ 

trees-and-water/save-water-and-trees/

* Note that according  
to the above website,  
a well-managed urban 
forest actually saves 
more water than it  
consumes.

– Kathleen Thompson

Many of us grew up singing this song in 
school or church or summer camp.  It 

can be sung as a round, and is fun, short, and 
easy to sing.  More than that, the message is 
an enduring one, and in keeping with Chris-
tian values about what constitutes treasure.
This coming year the St. Bede’s choir will 
be exploring musical treasures of both 
kinds.  Throughout the year and particularly 
during Epiphany-tide, the anthems for our 
10:15 service of worship will include many 
“old friends” which are no longer sung for 
a principal service of worship on Sunday 
mornings.  Some exquisite motets for saints’ 
days, Credo and Sanctus movements from 
the ordinary of the Mass (in both English 
and Latin), and canticles written for Morn-
ing Prayer, Evening Prayer, Lauds, Matins,  
Vespers, and Compline services will grace 
our Sunday morning Eucharist as offertory 
and communion anthems.  Choral music for 
our October Evensong will be drawn from 
the Tudor period, and our November All 
Souls Memorial service will feature music 
from the Restoration Era, when the 1662 
prayer book was the “new” prayer book.  As 

A Note About Trees

As I look out over Menlo Park from the 
hill at the end of Valparaiso Avenue, I 

enjoy the sight of our local urban forest of 
trees.  They provide beauty, cooling shade, 
and they pull CO2 out of the atmosphere.  
But lately when out almost anywhere on the 
Peninsula we see many stressed or dying 
trees, due to the drought.  Although it is still  
important to conserve water, it is shortsighted 
to allow trees of significant size to die,* and 
many are already in danger.  Especially now 
that drought restrictions have been lessened 
a bit, it is a good time to consider sharing 
some water with your large trees.
Mature native oaks generally should NOT 
be watered in summer (it can cause fungal 
infection or “root rot”). However, most other 
large trees such as redwoods do need some 
summer water to remain alive and healthy. 
General guidelines for large trees follow:
1) Water out to the drip line (the region on 

the ground under the tree canopy), using 
10-15 gallons of water per inch of trunk 
diameter at chest height.  For example, 
a tree with a 20” trunk diameter at chest 
height would ideally like 200-300 gallons 
of water. 

2) Run the water slowly enough that it has 
time to soak into the ground, not run off.  
The ground should become moist to a 
depth of 12-18”.

3) Water them every month or two during 
the dry season.
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Community Service:   
Summer and Beyond

Home & Hope:  A large crew of St. 
Bede’s folks assisted at Trinity Church 

in Menlo Park this summer when they hosted 
Home & Hope for two weeks in late June 
and early July.  Thanks to Jeanne Cooper, 
Megan Sell, Hasma Sevarian, the Pellegrin 
family, Rani Fischer, Bertita Graebner, 
Mark Thacker, Nancy Stork, and 
the Wilhelm-Leen family for 
participating in this ministry.  
Our next service opportunity 
is fast approaching—we’ll 
provide dinner, childcare 
and overnight hosting on 
a night in late Septem-
ber or early October at 
Transfiguration Episcopal 
Church in San Mateo.  Please 
email Emilee Wilhelm-Leen  
if you’d like to get involved!  
Don’t worry if you’ve never 
served at Home & Hope before.  It’s 
an easy way to show God’s hospitality to 
our neighbors and we’ll pair new volunteers 
with old hands. 

Pie and coffee fundraiser:  The Community 
Service committee hosted a festive coffee 
hour to celebrate Independence Day and 
raise money for the Seccombe Fund.  Many 
thanks to pie bakers, ice cream suppliers, 

and conserve makers (Ann Latta, Hasma 
Severian, Carol Brink, Bertita Graebner, 
and Emilee Wilhelm-Leen) as well as to 
Brian and Kathleen Douglas, our favorite 
baristas.  All told we raised $350 for the 
Seccombe Fund.  Thanks to all, pie bakers 
and pie eaters alike.

Pack the Bag:  A team of St. Bede’s volun-
teers packs bags of kid-friendly food each 

week at Ecumenical Hunger Program in 
East Palo Alto.  In a typical week, 

we serve about twenty families, 
feeding kids who get food at 

school during the week but 
might encounter food in-
security on the weekends.  
The program is a great way 
to provide concrete, hands-
on help to kids in our com-
munity.  We could always 

use an extra packer or two on 
our substitute or regular rota, 

so please email Tanya Brugh or 
Emilee Wilhelm-Leen if you have 

an hour or two to spare one weekday per 
month.  Also, we’re in need of clean paper 
grocery bags for packing.  Bags should be in 
good condition, clean and dry, but need not 
be new.  If you have bags, please leave them 
in the narthex on Sunday morning and PTB 
volunteers will transport them to EHP.

– Emilee Wilhelm-Leen 
Community Service Co-Chair

Vestry View

Due to the summer schedule, Vestry met 
in July but not in August.  Regular ves-

try meetings will resume on September 20 at 
7pm in the Ford room.  As always, members 
of the parish are invited to join us for com-
munity input at the start of the meeting!
Unfortunately, in July I was unable to attend 
the vestry meeting due to a family event.  
The following notes on the vestry meeting 
are edited from Katie Machemer’s minutes 
from the meeting.  Thanks, Katie!
Donning a “community” rather than “vestry” 
hat, Abby Mintz suggested we trim back the 
bushes near our Sand Hill signage to allow 
our rainbow flag to be more visible. 
Following community input, the Vestry di-
vided in working groups to discuss ongoing 
progress and next steps for current projects.  
The “invite” team is bubbling with questions 
about what St. Bede’s is trying to accomplish 
via our current outreach and public relations.  
The “reach” team is scheduling lunches 
with leadership teams at current community 
partners including EHP and Home & Hope 
and planning a hospitality outreach to the 
twelve-step groups who meet regularly on 
our campus.  The “send” team is mulling 
over critical questions such as “What does 
it mean to send?” and “How do we share 
about St. Bede’s with others?”
Prior vestry minutes and the most recent 
finance committee report were accepted with 
minor changes. 

Vestry continues to work with American 
Solar to pursue a possible solar installation 
at our parish.  The Vestry approved the sign-
ing of the “letter of intent” from American 
Solar so that planning and more detailed 
specification can proceed. 
Trinity School Report:  Space remains avail-
able in the three-year-old preschool room 
as well as in the kindergarten class for the 
fall—if you know families looking for a 
quality Episcopal education be sure to refer 
them to Trinity!
Rector’s Report:  Reverend Gia reported 
on the Churchill funeral which took place 
in July.  This was a large event but thanks 
to much help from all corners, went very 
smoothly.  Our parish offered hospitality to 
over 350 grieving people.  Also, Rev. Gia 
continues to work on assembling volunteer 
teams to work on a possible capital campaign 
and our upcoming stewardship drive. 
Buildings and Grounds report, offered by 
senior warden Jon Backlund:  B&G has 
installed a new freezer and refrigerator in 
the kitchen and replaced the propane tanks 
for the grill.  A detailed cleaning of church 
buildings will occur soon.
Community Service report, offered by 
Reverend Gia on my behalf:  The July 3 pie 
fundraiser raised $350 for the Seccombe 
fund.  Thanks to all!

– Emilee Wilhelm-Leen   
Junior Warden
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In the Month of

September
Birthdays
 1 Elizabeth Mintz  
 2 Mike Spath  
 5 Jane Ross  
 6 Frank Hill  
  Kevin Kopczynski  
 8 Tanya Gulevich  
  Amy Worden  
 10 Rachael Bowman  
 11 Quentin Long  
 13 Larry Bowman  
 18 Irene Lawrence
 20 Carol Shedlock  
 21 Lorri Brady Jackson  
 24 Timothy Brugh  
  Barbara Wood  
 25 Gia Hayes-Martin  
  Becky Zeren  
 27 Rita Horiguchi  
  Daniel Machemer  
  Angela Sherry  
 29 Carol Louchheim  
 30 Mary Working

Anniversaries
 1 Kevin & Toffie Kopczynski
  Jack & Linda Wenstrand
 6 Doug Ross & Liz Bellock
 13 Kathy Francissen & Van Jepson
 15 Donna & Jack Reynolds
 17 Joe & Lorri Jackson
 23 Ed Chrapla & Erica Cicero
 25 Meredith & Michael Pellegrin

The deadline for the October issue of  Bede’s Journal is Thursday 15 September.
e    Please send copy to:  cshedlock@stbedesmenlopark.org    e

The Arts at St. Bede’s 2016-2017 Season

Welcome back to great, uplifting music at St. Bede’s.  In addition to three 
offerings from our own St. Bede’s Choir, the 2016-17 season will feature 

organists Jin Kyung Lim and Angela Kraft Cross, vocal ensembles Kitka and 
Collage, San Francisco Opera singers Rachelle Perry-Ward and Sally Mouzon 
with pianist Bryan Baker, as well as historically informed performance ensembles 
MUSA, The Whole Noyse, San Francisco Renaissance Voices, and The Albany 
Consort.  There will be something for everyone, from medieval chant to music 
written in 2017.  Season brochures were mailed August 29.  Please mark your 
calendars for the dates below, and visit the St. Bede’s website for concert details. 
(www.stbedesmenlopark.org)

i   All events begin at 4:00pm.  j

 Sunday, September 18  San Francisco Renaissance Voices
 Sunday, October 23  Candlelight Evensong & Organ Recital
 Saturday, November 12  All Souls Memorial Service 
 Sunday, November 20 Collage Vocal Ensemble
 Sunday, December 11  Kitka
 Sunday, January 29  MUSA Baroque Ensemble
 Sunday, February 12  The Albany Consort
 Sunday, March 19  Candlelight Evensong & Organ Recital
 Sunday, April 2  An Afternoon at the Opera:  Arias & Duets
 Sunday, May 21  Collage Vocal Ensemble
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The purpose of Bede’s Journal is to keep members and friends of the congregation informed
of activities and opportunities for education, worship, and fellowship within the parish and beyond.
The Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin  Rector

The Rev. John Oda-Burns  Priest Assistant

Carol Shedlock  Parish Administrator

Michaela Eskew  Children’s & Youth Minister

Katherine McKee  Music Director

Rani Fischer  Organist

Angela Sherry  Bookkeeper

Sunday Services
Holy Eucharist 8:00am, 10:15am

Sunday Programs
Adult Education 9:00am — childcare available 
Nursery 10:00am 
Children’s Sunday school 10:15am

Weekdays
Holy Eucharist  Wednesday 8:00am

Parish Office Hours M-F 9:00am-5:00pm 
650-854-6555

Trinity School + Preschool–Fifth Grade
Read Bede’s Journal online at 

www.stbedesmenlopark.org  


