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All Souls’ Memorial Service

Saturday, November 8, 6pm

November at a Glance

9:00am, every Sunday in November except 11/23 
and 6:30pm, every Wednesday except 11/26 
Soulwork:  Being Christian in Today’s World

7:00pm, Friday 7 November 
Stewardship Social at the home of Ann Latta

6:00pm, Saturday 8 November 
All Souls’ Memorial Service, with combined choirs

5:00pm, Sunday 9 November 
Stewardship Social at the home of Bill & Cristina Harris

3:00pm, Sunday 16 November 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Collage Vocal Ensemble

Sunday 23 November 
Annual Pledge Ingathering

9:00am, Thursday 27 November 
Thanksgiving Day Holy Eucharist

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!

noon, Sunday 8 December 
Gingerbread House party — Fall Gala sign-up event

4:00pm, Sunday 14 December 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Kitka

Sunday and Wednesday Soulwork

Being Christian in Today’s World

In November and December,  our  
Christian formation offerings for adults 

will explore what it means to be Christian in  
contemporary society through a discussion  
of Diana Butler Bass’s book Christianity   
After Religion.  (See Gia’s column, page 6.)  
Whether you’ve read the book or not, you’re 
invited to take part in the conversation.

Sunday Soulwork meets at 9am in Lehman 
Hall; childcare is available.  Wednesday 
Soulwork begins with a simple supper at 
6pm in Lehman Hall, followed by program 
time from 6:30 to 7:15.

q   Stewardship Socials   r
Gather with fellow parishioners at a 

private home.  Get to know Gia better in 
an informal setting.  Remaining sessions:

Friday, November 7th, 7:00pm 
at the home of Ann Latta

Sunday, November 9th, 5:00pm 
at the home of Bill & Cristina Harris 

– childcare provided –

Contact the parish office by email or 
phone to let us know which session you’ll 
attend, and for the address if needed.

The service includes Tomás Luis de Victoria’s 
Officium Defunctorum sung by the choirs of 

Christ Church, Portola Valley, and of St. Bede’s.
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In January, parents and other adults will be 
invited to cut the prints according to the 
butterfly-shaped pattern, which also incor-
porates elements of St. Bede’s labyrinth, 
and place them into a wooden frame.  The 
completed artwork will then be covered with 
plexiglass and hang in the Sunday school 
room, with a dedication plaque.

Note:  After choosing the California Sister 
butterfly—a creature whose life is brief, but 
also one of transformation and beauty—for 
the memorial’s symmetrical template, David 
went with me to Laine’s memorial garden at 
Phillips Brooks school, where we discov-
ered that the bench featuring her drawings 
included a butterfly.  When we met with the 
Mammens later that day, we learned that 
Laine and Mia had shared a bedroom—and 
it had been decorated with butterflies. 

– Jeanne Cooper

Pack the Bag

Addressing Food Insecurity  
in Our Neighborhood

Pack the Bag was introduced to St. Bede’s 
by Juliet Knowles, whose internship 

class at Stanford’s Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital adopted the program.  Juliet and her 
fellow medical interns cared for pediatric 
patients who were malnourished and were 
not receiving adequate nutrition, especially 
during the weekends when school meals 
were unavailable.  Ecumenical Hunger  
Program agreed to help administer the  
program and Juliet got St. Bede’s on board to 
provide food and financial contributions and 
well as volunteers to run the program. 

The weekly supplements of healthy, non-
perishable foods and juices help mothers 
like Angela and her four young children.  
Angela, who is divorced and raising her 
kids on her own, works full time at a ware-
house during the week and works security 
in the parking lot of the stadium in San Jose  
during the weekends.  Her mother watches 
her children when she is at work, 
but can’t make it to the grocery 
store with all four children, so 
she depends on Pack the Bag 
to supply cereal, shelf-stable 
milk, peanut butter, and cheese 
sticks to feed the kids on the 
weekends.  Another client of the 

Memorial Project

If you’ve peeked inside the large Sunday 
school room in Wyatt Hall lately, you 

will have seen the beginnings of a butterfly-
themed artwork to commemorate Laine 
Mammen, who died in February, and also her 
sister Mia, who passed away in 2010. 

The concept comes from artist and art  
educator David Bryant—my nephew and a 
Rhode Island School of Design graduate—
who works with youth at the Zimmer Family 
Museum in Los Angeles.  Taking inspiration 
in part from the images of butterflies that 
children colored after Laine’s memorial 
service, the memorial will also incorpo-
rate ideas that Alexandra Spath helped the  
Sunday schoolers generate earlier this fall.

David met with a few of the Sunday school 
children on October 19 and 26 to discuss 
how their memories of Laine and experi-
ences of St. Bede’s can be combined into 
drawings that will form a lasting memorial.  
Each child has the opportunity to contribute 
two drawings, tied to specific shapes and 
representing two different “seasons” of the 
church, which I will collect by November 19.  
David will then scan these into files, adjust 
for scale and print onto archival-quality  
paper, using vibrant colors that reflect 
Laine’s favorites.  Please contact me if your 
child would like to be involved; I am happy 
to bring the templates to your home.

program is a young woman in her twenties 
whose parents were both recently deported 
back to Mexico.  She is now the adult in the 
lives of her brothers and sisters and also two 
cousins.  She works as a house cleaner all 
week, but doesn’t have enough food to feed 
all the young children in her care, so when 
she is able to make it to EHP on Fridays, 
there are healthy snacks she can bring back 
home.

The grocery bags are packed during 
the week at EHP in East Palo Alto and  
distributed every Friday afternoon.  At  
present, EHP provides no staffing for 
this project, and the program is entirely  
dependent on St. Bede’s parishioners to pack 
bags.  Many thanks to Jeanne Cooper (and 
a friend) and Emilee Wilhelm-Leen, who 
recently joined the team of bag-packers.  We 
could still use more help, so please consider 
volunteering for one day a month.  It’s easy, 
flexible, and a good family community  
service project for parents and tweens/teens.  
(Contact Diane Spath for more informa-
tion.)

With continuing help from the 
parish, we hope to continue 
growing the scope of Pack the 
Bag to meet the needs of the 
many hungry children in East 
Palo Alto.

– Diane Spath 
Community Service volunteer
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and spirituality different from those of a 
couple of generations ago?  How might 
congregations like St. Bede’s share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ with people hungry 
for good news but skeptical of organized 
religion?

Many people of faith from all denominations, 
including a number of us here at St. Bede’s, 
are wrestling with these questions.  One 
of them is Diana Butler Bass, a scholar 
of American religion, history, and culture 
formerly on the faculty of Virginia 
Theological Seminary.  She has written 
extensively on the shifts happening in 
modern-day Christianity, including a major 
study of vital mainline congregations, 
Christianity for the Rest of Us.  I appreciate 
her work for several reasons.  She has done 
solid research, and she really knows her 
stuff.  She’s not out to castigate the Church 
for its failures; she is an active churchgoer 
who loves the Church, appreciates what it 
has to offer, and wants it to be as faithful to 
God as it can be.  She acknowledges the grief 
many of us feel at the changes Christianity 
is undergoing while proclaiming realistic 
hope.

As I mentioned at the Harvest Brunch 
last month, the vestry has been reflecting 
this year on our identity and vocation as a 
parish—who we are as a community, and 
the unique role God is calling us to play in 
the world.  I find works like Bass’s valuable 

to these discussions.  Where we might have 
anecdotes about friends and family leaving 
church, Bass and other scholars provide us 
with data that articulate broader cultural 
phenomena like the rise of the religiously 
unaffiliated.  Understanding our culture 
better helps us discern God’s particular call 
to us in this time and place.

In November and December, Soulwork 
will reflect on Bass’s book Christianity 
After Religion:  The End of Church and 
the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening.  
It’s an exploration of the changes within 
Christianity and the broader culture, and 
it tackles those questions many of us are 
asking.  We’ll have the same conversation 
on Sunday and Wednesday, so that the 
widest possible group can take part in the 
discussion.  (This means that if you have 
to miss a Sunday Soulwork one week, 
feel free to come on Wednesday evening, 
and vice versa.)  Whether you’ve read the 
book or not, whether you agree with Bass 
or not, I hope you will take part in these 
conversations.

Peace,
Gia+

From the Rector

Being Christian in Today’s World

It takes no great insight to observe that 
Christianity is undergoing major changes 

in our time.  Many commentators have 
pointed to declining church attendance 
across all branches of Christianity, the 
rise of the religiously unaffiliated and the 
spiritual-but-not-religious, and the loss 
of Christianity’s privileged place in our 
culture.  These changes point towards the 
end of our former ways of doing and being 
church and the birth of something new.  Like 
any ending, this one is painful for those of 
us who have given much of ourselves to the 
Church over the years.  

That which gave us purpose and meaning 
in life, a supportive community, and a place 
to love and serve our neighbor has passed, 
and it’s not yet clear what will take its place.  
It’s a time of real uncertainty for people of 
faith.  But that doesn’t mean Christianity is 
finished, as we might fear.  It just means 
Christianity is changing, and the Church of 
the future will be different from the Church 
of the past.

If we trust—as I do, wholeheartedly—
that despite the many challenges it faces, 
Christianity offers a life-giving spiritual 
path for people of the twenty-first century, 
we might ask:  What does it mean to be 
a Christian in the world today?  How are 
contemporary ways of engaging religion 

’   Bede’s People   ’
Megan Ancker is blogging her time serving 
in Uganda with Doctors Without Borders.  
Follow her experiences at 

http://meganancker.blogspot.com

Claire Lawrence is playing Cassie in “A 
Chorus Line,” with shows 11/1-16 at the 
Sunnyvale Community Center.  For details 
and tickets: www.sunnyvaleplayers.org.  
(The musical contains adult themes so it 
might not be appropriate for those under 
thirteen.)

Congratulations to Alex Stork and Kenya 
Mitchell, who welcomed baby Autumn, 
born on 14 October.

And we hear that former parishioner the 
Rev. John Shoaf is to be inducted as the 
Vicar of St. Mary’s Church, Timaru (New 
Zealand) on Saturday, 1 November.  Best 
wishes to him and Melissa on their move 
from Christchurch.

’     ’     ’
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Sunday, November 16, 3pm

A select, mixed chamber choir, Collage presents Pondering Eternity with  
 a Nice, Stiff Drink, a celebration of the multi-faceted significance of  

New Year celebrations in Jewish, Christian, and secular traditions.

$15 suggested donation benefits InnVision Shelter Network

Speaker Series at a sister parish:

St. Matthew’s presents
Award-winning author James Carroll

Saturday, November 22, at noon
In the sanctuary of  

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew,  
located at the corner of El Camino Real  

& Baldwin Ave, San Mateo.

Tickets (available at www.booksinc.net) are $35 
and include a signed first edition of the book.

Arts at St. Bede’s presents Music Notes
Praise God with trumpet sound; praise God with lute and harp!   
 Praise God with tambourine and dance; praise God with strings and pipe!  
  Praise God with clanging cymbals; praise God with loud clashing cymbals!  
   Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!

(Psalm 150:3-6)

Fall is a time of harvest, of gathering in and celebrating the abundance of riches 
God has provided.  Few of God’s gifts bring more happiness than music—to 

those who create it on the written page, to those who interpret it and bring it to life, 
and to those who hear it.  St. Bede’s is blessed with singers, instrumentalists, and 
appreciative listeners of all ages who have nurtured God’s gift of music and made 
it a vibrant part of both worship and social celebration in this community for many 
decades.
As your new music director I’ve already had the pleasure of meeting and working 
with Rani and the choir members (old and new) on a weekly basis since the beginning 
of September, as well as a brief but delightful opportunity to work with the Sunday 
school children in preparing their song for St. Francis Sunday.  But I suspect that 
there are still many musically gifted members of St. Bede’s with whom I have yet 
to make an acquaintance.  Are you one of them?  Well, then, let’s talk! The spiritual, 
liturgical, and social life of St. Bede’s will be enriched and blessed if you are willing 
to share your talent in playing an instrument, singing, or composing music.  Find 
me at coffee hour or an Arts at St. Bede’s concert, contact me by phone through the 
St. Bede’s office, or write me via email at kmckee@stbedesmenlopark.org.  I look 
forward to meeting you!

– Katherine McKee 
Music Director

Characters wanted:  
Openings in all sections of the  
St. Bede’s Choir!
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Desserts:  Ann Latta (fruit with chocolate sauce), Hasma Serverian (macaroons), 
Nancy Stork (truffles), Emilee Wilhelm-Leen (mango bars)

Invitations/program:  Jeanne Cooper, Hal Louchheim, Jon Poe, Carol Shedlock
Thank you, too, to our Fall Gala underwriters, who helped us cover the portion 

of expenses not included in the ticket cost, and to our ticket donors, who helped us 
ensure we could invite all to attend: 
Birds of Paradise ($500+):  Al Harris, Jack & Linda Wenstrand 
Orchids ($200+):  Jon & Julie Backlund, Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey,  

Bob & Jeanette Latta, Abby Mintz, Betty Smith, Michelle Swenson
Hibiscus ($100+):  David Chu & Irene Lawrence, Curtis Grisham,  

Frank & Janet Hill, Katie & Daniel Machemer, Sally Marshall,  
Ann Mason, Katherine McKee & Colby Roberts, Julie Reid,  
Sue & Mike Sartor, Robin Sequeira

Plumeria ($50+):  Elizabeth & John Churchill, Laura Gable, John Hickson,  
Ann Latta, Marge & John Posthauer, Nancy Shurtleff
We also wouldn’t have had a silent or live auction (the primary source of our net 

revenue) without willing bidders and the gifts of many donors, listed below, who 
put their time, talent, and/or treasure up for bidding: 
Sign-up events:  Carol & Ed Brink, Rani Fischer, Gia & Melville Hayes-Martin, 

Katie Machemer and Diane Spath, Jon Poe & Anne Vitullo
Silent auction:  Vicki & Doug Blayney, Al Harris, Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey, 

David Chu & Irene Lawrence, Brian & Kathleen Douglas, Rani Fischer,  
Bertita & Michael Graebner, Al Harris, John Hickson, Fred Langhorst,  
Hal & Carol Louchheim, Ann Mason, Katherine McKee & Colby Roberts, 
Abby Mintz, Ann and Elizabeth Poulson, Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay,  
San Francisco Renaissance Voices, Mike & Sue Sartor, Carol Shedlock,  
Christopher and Oliver Talbot, Anne Vitullo 

Live auction:  Beverly Hills Hotel (arranged by Curtis Grisham), Al Harris, 
Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey, Diane & Mike Spath

Note:  If you’d like to share feedback about the Fall Gala (including date/time,  
format, auction items, ticket price, etc.), please feel free to contact any of the chairs—
Laura Gable, Jeanne Cooper, or Anne Vitullo—so we can pass your thoughts along 
to planners of next year’s Gala. 

– Jeanne Cooper

Wrapping up the Fall Gala

A big mahalo, or thank you, goes to all who supported or participated in our 
“Some Enchanted Evening” Fall Gala on October 3.  Not only did the event raise  

approximately $9,700 (a few receipts were still being tallied at press time) for parish 
programs and ministry, it lifted spirits through lively fellowship, delicious food, and 
delightful entertainment—and all less than a month after our parish Fall Kick-off!

Helping hands truly make all the difference before, during, and after an event 
like this.  We give special appreciation to our event chairs Jeanne Cooper (auction), 
Laura Gable (dinner), and Anne Vitullo (decor); Gala committee members Vicki 
Blayney, Bertita Graebner, Fred Langhorst, Abby Mintz, and Robin Sequeira; and 
entertainers Steve Boisvert (who also served as emcee) and Amy Worden.

Steve and Amy not only performed songs from “South Pacific,” beautifully   
accompanied by Veronika Agranov-Dafoe of Opera San Jose, they also helped 
Mathew Mammen recreate his number from Foothill Music Theatre’s summer   
production of “South Pacific,” joined by Alexandra and Gigi Spath and Sally  
Norman.  Before and after, guests enjoyed live Hawaiian music by JD Puli and Vini 
Joy, and a savory buffet catered by Quadrus (followed by a delectable parish-made 
dessert buffet). 

Here are more ways in which parishioners offered hands-on help:
Auction/event set-up:  Vicki Blayney, Jeanne Cooper, Laura Gable,  

Fred Langhorst, Ann Latta, Jon Poe, Celeste Rojas, Dave Sell,  
Megan Sell, Anne Vitullo 

Bar:  David Chu (buyer), Kathleen Douglas, Melville Hayes-Martin,  
Dave Sell, Dick Zeren 

Check-in/check-out:  Jon Backlund, Julie Backlund, Carol Brink,  
Ed Brink, Jeanne Cooper, Fred Langhorst, Kathy McKee, Sue Sartor

Children’s activities:  Isabel Gable, Katie Machemer,  
Dominique Rose (TraditionsTLC), Diane Spath

Clean-up:  Jeanne Cooper, Isabel Gable, Laura Gable, Julia Klasson,  
Fred Langhorst, Jon Poe, Celeste Rojas, Anne Vitullo   
(And to any others not listed here:  thank you, too!)  

Decor:  Anne Vitullo, Vicki Blayney, Bertita Graebner (research,  
Dickens Close displays), Abby Mintz (posters), Robin Sequeira (flowers)
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In the Month of

November

Birthdays
 5 Catherine Norman  
 7 Nancy Nunn  
 8 Grace Stewart  
 12 Abby Mintz  
  J.B. Pellegrin  
 13 Brian Douglas  
 17 George Fern  
  Charlie Pellegrin  
 23 Stephanie von Thaden  
 24 David Craig  
  Ella Debenham  
  Janet Dickens  
 25 Thomas Latta  
  William Latta  
 26 Mark Knight  
 28 Joe Jackson  
 30 Peter Minor

Anniversaries
 6 Laura & Bob Gable
 7 Michelle Swenson & Stan Drobac
 18 Steven Minor & Elena Hobbs-Minor
 24 Chris & Tina Talbot
 26 Janet & Richard DickensThe deadline for the December issue of  Bede’s Journal is Friday 14 November.

e    Please send copy to:  cshedlock@stbedesmenlopark.org    e

Vestry View

At the October meeting, the Vestry con-
tinued its work on identity and voca-

tion through a discussion of Loren Mead’s  
The Once and Future Church.  We reflected 
that here at St. Bede’s we share a common 
language and feel safe in many ways, but the 
church is embattled in the wider world at this 
time.  Here in Silicon Valley we are at ground 
zero of the tech/information revolution.   
Perhaps the tech culture, in which every 
success is preceded by several failures, can 
inspire us toward expanding the church into 
a wider realm.  Here are a few possibilities 
we can imagine as part of our future:

Collaborating on projects with other • 
churches in the area
Evolving our outreach activities to be • 
more participatory and visible
Talking about disaster preparedness with • 
our neighbors
Opening a service for the many 12-step • 
groups who use our facilities
Starting a Bible study for medical  • 
professionals
Offering meeting spaces for community • 
groups
Offering classes on parenting and faith• 
Offering services for singles• 

Jon Backlund and Fred Langhorst reported 
on projected Buildings & Grounds expen-
ditures in 2014-15.  Though there are no 
repairs urgently needed, we will over time 
replace our aging furnaces, clean and oil 
the shake shingles on all our buildings, and 
have the sanctuary roof inspected.  We may 
also want to re-key our locks with the option 
of electronic card keys for rooms used by 
outside groups.
The three vestry initiatives are moving  
forward.  Fred Langhorst will ensure that all 
vestry members have access to our shared 
Google drive.  The Children and Youth com-
mittee, led by Robin Sequeira, has posted 
its job listing for a Children’s and Youth 
Minister.  The Disaster Preparedness team, 
led by Jon Backlund, is writing a disaster 
plan and also creating a list of emergency 
contacts for everyone in the parish.

– Laura Gable  Junior Warden

Artwork from an unidentified All Saints icon, public domain
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The purpose of Bede’s Journal is to keep members and friends of the congregation informed
of activities and opportunities for education, worship, and fellowship within the parish and beyond.
The Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin  Rector

The Rev. John Oda-Burns  Priest Assistant

The Rev. David A. Sheetz  Priest Assistant

Carol Shedlock  Parish Administrator

Katherine McKee  Music Director

Rani Fischer  Organist

Angela Sherry  Bookkeeper

Sunday Services
Holy Eucharist 8:00am, 10:15am
Sunday Programs
Adult Education 9:00am — childcare available 
Nursery 10:00am 
Children’s Sunday school 10:15am
Weekdays
Holy Eucharist  Wednesday 8:00am
Adult Education  Wednesday 6:30pm

Parish Office Hours M-F 9:00am-5:00pm 
650-854-6555

Trinity School + Preschool–Fifth Grade
Read Bede’s Journal on-line at 

www.stbedesmenlopark.org


