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April at a Glance
9:00am, Sunday 6 April 

Soulwork:  Liturgies of Lent and Holy Week

13 April + Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday 
9:00am  All-ages project:  Stations of the Cross 

10:15am  Procession of Palms 
Hot Cross Buns at both coffee hours 

4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Adam Detzner, organist

17 April + Maundy Thursday 
7:30pm Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing, Stripping of the Altar

18 April + Good Friday 
noon  Liturgy for Good Friday 

7:30pm  Liturgy for Good Friday

19 April + Holy Saturday 
7:30pm  The Great Vigil of Easter

20 April + Easter Day 
8:00am  Holy Eucharist with Hymns 

10:15am  Festival Eucharist with Choir 
11:30am  Easter Egg Hunt

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!
11:00am, Saturday 17 May 

Celebration of Mutual Ministry: 
The Rt. Rev. Marc Andrus welcomes The Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin 

as Rector of St. Bede’s

4:00pm, Sunday 18 May 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Doris Williams, soprano

Soulwork

On April 6, we’ll wrap up our series 
on Liturgies of Lent and Holy Week.  

On April 13, we will make Stations of the 
Cross together (see below for more details).  
Soulwork will take a break on Easter Sunday.  
Starting on April 
27, Ann Latta will 
lead us in a book 
discussion (title 
to be announced).  
All are welcome, 
whether you’ve 
read the book or 
not.  As always, 
childcare is avail-
able during Soul-
work.

Community Service
Home & Hope

St. Bede’s is continuing its active partner-
ship with Home & Hope, the transitional 

family shelter hosted by local faith commu-
nities.  All parishioners, family members, 
and friends are invited to learn more about 
the volunteer program and how we serve 
guest families at a special training session on 
Tuesday, April 8, at 6:30pm at Church of the 
Epiphany, 1839 Arroyo Ave, San Carlos. 
We’ll also have an opportunity to put what 
we’ve learned to good use on Thursday, 
April 10, when we co-host Home & Hope 
at Hope Lutheran Church, 600 42nd Ave, 
San Mateo.  Volunteers are needed to help 
prepare and serve dinner from about 5:00 
to 7:00pm, and also to socialize with adults 
and play with children from about 6:30 to 
8:30pm.   St. Bede’s children are especially 
welcome to bring games and crafts to share 
with the eight Home & Hope youngsters.  
Please contact Jeanne Cooper if you are able 
to volunteer on April 10.
A group of St. Bede’s volunteers joined 
several Congregation Beth Jacob members 
in serving Home & Hope families at the 
synagogue in Redwood City on March 6.  
Evening coordinator Megan Sell was joined 
by Megan Ancker in serving dinner, and by 
Diane, Alexandra, and Gigi Spath in interact-
ing with children, while Ed and Carol Brink 
provided overnight care. 

– Jeanne Cooper

For All Ages:
Stations of the Cross

We have an unusual opportunity this 
year:  Trinity School’s spring break is 

during Holy Week, so we have the full use 
of Lehman Hall then.  We’ll take advantage 
of this by gathering on Palm Sunday, April 
13, at 9:00am in Lehman Hall to make a set 
of Stations of the Cross using construction 
paper and other art and craft materials.  All 
ages are encouraged to take part.  We’ll hang 
our finished stations in Lehman Hall, where 
they will be available during Holy Week for 
prayer and reflection.

Fra Angelico 1395-1455, detail
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From the Rector

Walking in the Way of the Cross

Memory is foundational to Christianity.  
A theme running throughout the Old 

Testament calls on the people of Israel to 
remember God’s acts in their history—
creation, the Exodus from slavery in Egypt, 
guiding the people to Promised Land, 
the exiles’ return home from captivity in 
Babylon.  Jesus, steeped in this Jewish 
history, gave memory still more meaning on 
the night before he died.  He broke bread, 
shared wine, and commanded his followers, 
“Do this in remembrance of me.”  And we 
do.  Each time we gather around the altar, 
we remember Jesus.  And we re-member 
him; his presence becomes real in the bread 
and wine as we speak his words and do 
his actions.  We experience him again in 
the Eucharist.  The liturgies of Holy Week 
work in the same way.  As we remember 
the last week of Jesus’ life, we encounter 
God’s saving acts anew, and we experience 
them for ourselves.

You will notice a few changes to our 
Holy Week observances from past years.  
Throughout March, Soulwork has reflected 
on the Holy Week liturgies as they are laid 
out in the Book of Common Prayer, and our 
services will hew more closely to the prayer 
book.  The Palm Sunday liturgy offers the 
option of reading the passion gospel in 
parts, with the congregation taking the role 

of the crowd.  St. Bede’s has read the gospel 
in this way in years past, and we will revive 
this practice this year at both the 8:00 and 
10:15 services.  Shouting “Crucify him!” as 
part of the crowd demanding Jesus’ death is 
difficult for many of us to do.  We’d like to 
think we would not have gone along with 
the crowd; if we’d been there, we’d have 
stood up for Jesus and pleaded for mercy.  
Yet there are two important theological 
reasons why we shout those awful words 
with the crowd.  First, the people who 
greeted Jesus with palms at his triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem were the same people 
crying for his death mere days later, and if 
we take part in Jesus’ triumph, we also take 
part in his death.  Second, it allows us to 
own the ways we participate in evil today.  
We acknowledge our sinfulness so that we 
may repent and return to God.

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
the Easter Vigil will all begin at 7:30pm.  
(We’ll also have a noon service on Good 
Friday.)  These three days, also known as 
the Triduum, consist of one continuous 
liturgy that stretches out over three days—
hence the sometimes odd beginnings 
and endings of these services.  Maundy 
Thursday at St. Bede’s has traditionally 
included footwashing in the narthex before 
the service begins.  This year, we will try 
washing feet in the sanctuary during the 
service, in line with the prayer book’s 
rubrics.  On Good Friday, we will follow 

the prayer book service at both noon and 
evening, honoring the integrity of the 
continuous three-day liturgy.  The Easter 
Vigil, the most festive celebration of the 
entire church year, will be somewhat 
simplified from past years.  We will kindle 
the new fire and light the Paschal Candle 
outdoors, then process into the church for 
the rest of the liturgy.  It is important to me 
for the Vigil to flow smoothly the first time 
we celebrate it together, and simplifying 
it will help me accomplish that.  Whether 
you’ve never been to a Holy Week service 
or you’ve attended faithfully for years, I 
invite you to take part in our services this 
year.

I have the feeling this will be an especially 
poignant Holy Week for us, coming so soon 
after Laine Mammen’s death.  In some 
respects, we arrived at Good Friday early 
this year; we’ve been standing at the foot 
of the cross since Laine died.  The disciples 
knew what that was like.  They did not know, 
two thousand years ago, that Good Friday 
would lead to Easter, and when the risen 
Christ first appeared to Mary Magdalene in 
John’s gospel, she was so blinded by grief 
that she did not recognize him.  The Church 
was born in grief.  We hold the hope of 
resurrection in tension with the very real 
pain of loss.  I hope that promise of new 
life will sustain and comfort us as we move 
with Jesus from Good Friday to Easter. 

The collect for Monday in Holy Week 
always speaks to me at this time of year, 
and it is my prayer for us as we remember 
and experience anew the last week of Jesus’ 
life:  Almighty God, whose most dear Son 
went not up to joy but first he suffered 
pain, and entered not into glory before he 
was crucified:  Mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it 
none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Peace,
Gia+

Fra Angelico 1395-1455
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+ Rites of Passage +
Life is marked by significant cycles and events: 
we are born, baptized, confirmed; some of us 
are married, families are raised, illness comes, 
death occurs. Such are the Rites of Passage 
and such are marked by special prayers in the 
church.

+ Burial +
Madelaine Shil-Lei Mammen

17 August 2007 – 24 February 2014
Receive her into the glorious company  

of the saints in light.

The Laine Fund

This year’s Lenten coin drive has special 
meaning for St. Bede’s Sunday school 

kids, who traditionally choose the nonprofit 
beneficiary for coins collected during coffee 
hours until Easter Sunday, when they happily 
announce the results.  They have decided 
that the 2014 “change for good” coin drive 
will benefit the Laine Fund, named for their 
beloved classmate, Laine Mammen, who 
passed away suddenly on February 24. 
At her funeral, Laine’s par-
ents asked well-wishers to 
donate to the Laine Fund 
(via checks written to St. 
Bede’s), so they could deter-
mine an appropriate charity 
to receive the contributions 
at a later date.  Since then, 
Mathai Mammen and Anna 
Poon have designated the Bay Area branch 
of There With Care as the ultimate recipi-
ent of the Laine Fund.  There With Care  
(bayarea.therewithcare.org) provides a 
variety of services to children with critical 
illnesses and their families, referred by social 
workers from Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital.
“This small and wonderful organization is 
focused on the practical needs of families in 
crisis because of a child that is in a critical 
phase of a critical illness.  We are a family in 
crisis, and we have you all.  Some people do 
not have this kind of community or support, 

and we feel their pain,” explained Mathai 
and Anna in a letter.  “Laine’s heart is full of 
love for others, and she displayed this love 
by thinking of those regularly that were not 
in good situations.  We both feel that There 
With Care embodies the spirit of Laine.”
St. Bede’s will distribute all Laine Fund 
proceeds to There With Care after Easter, 
and will share the names and addresses of 
check contributors with the family. 
“We are deeply appreciative of the commu-

nity and the loving support 
shown to us and our family 
during this terrible time,” 
Mathai and Anna wrote.  “It 
is community that ultimately 
will allow our family to take 
steps forward after the loss of 
our beautiful angel Laine.”

– Jeanne Cooper

Dear St Bede’s community,
We wish to convey our most heartfelt thank-you for the 

warmth and love shown to our family after the tragic loss of our 
six-year-old daughter, Laine Mammen.  We were beyond stunned 
as a family, and felt a profound emptiness.  But Reverend Gia and 
the community of St Bede’s were right there, present in so many 
ways, with prayer, with loving visits, making arrangements of the 
beautiful memorial service and reception on very short notice, and 
afterwards with counsel, guidance and friendship. 

We are grateful to all those from the community that helped 
with the memorial service and with the reception after the service:

Gia Hayes-Martin
Megan Ancker
Jon Backlund

Liz Bellock
Vicki and Doug Blayney

Carol and Ed Brink
Jeanne Cooper

David Chu
Bertita and Michael Graebner

Tanya Gulevich
Laura Gable

Melanie Hayden Gephart
Mary Fran Jett

Fred Langhorst
Ann Latta

Claire Lawrence
Irene Lawrence

Carol Louchheim
Daniel and Katie Machemer

Meredith Pellegrin
Saira Ramasastry

Megan Sell
Robin Sequeira
Carol Shedlock

Diane Spath
William Wenstrand

We wish to thank the beautiful choir and soloist that sang at 
the memorial service:

Rani Fischer
Jim Bartosh

Steve Boisvert
Carol and Ed Brink

Ted Lorraine
Vera Shadle

Nancy Stork
Liza Taft

Amy Worden
Becky Zeren

Linda Wenstrand

With gratitude and love,
Mathai, Anna and Mathew
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In the Month of

April

Birthdays
 2 Graham Knight  
  Edith Moore  
 3 Anne Poulson  
  Alex Stork  
 4 Katie Machemer  
  Arthur Mintz  
 5 Bobby Churchill  
  Catherine Debenham  
  Jake Norman  
  Julie Reid  
  Donna Reynolds  
  Diane Spath  
 6 Lucy Churchill  

Anniversaries
 4 Deborah & Peter Blackmore
 17 Larry & Rachael Bowman
  Mark Knight & Carol Shedlock
 22 Bob & Jeanette Latta
  Daniel & Katie Machemer

The deadline for the May issue of  Bede’s Journal is Tuesday 15 April.
e    Please send copy to:  cshedlock@stbedesmenlopark.org    e

Vestry View

The March meeting of the vestry fit the 
Lenten mood:  solemn, but prepared 

for transformation.  Buildings and Grounds 
chair Fred Langhorst reported that as of last 
year’s drainage system renovation, we have 
no major repair work on the docket.  With 
suggestions from Jeanne Cooper and Carol 
Brink, vestry agreed that kitchen appliances 
and Lehman Hall lighting should be consid-
ered next if funding permits.  
We heard updates on the three vestry initia-
tives.  Fred Langhorst reported that an elec-
tronic communications hub for vestry and 
staff will soon be available.  We hope to use 
a commercial system (for free since we’re 
a non-profit).  Robin Sequeira reported that 
the Children and Youth stakeholders group 
will be forming soon with their first meeting 
to take place in a few weeks.  There will be 
eight stakeholders in the group:  three vestry 
members and four parishioners, with Gia as 
the group’s leader.  Jon Backlund reported 
on fruitful discussions with Menlo Park Fire 
Department and San Mateo County officials 
and interfaith leaders on how we can support 
disaster preparedness in our community.
Gia reported that the search for a Music 
Director is going well.

We reflected that our church has experienced 
a tragedy in the death of Laine Mammen 
(and two other young people in the past five 
years).  There were tears as we acknowl-
edged the gracious support of our whole 
parish and others for the Mammen family 
and Gia’s leadership during this time.
Plans are beginning for a Celebration of New 
Ministry on Saturday 17 May, at which we 
will formally vest Gia as our new Rector.  
Bishop Marc Andrus of the Diocese of Cali-
fornia will attend, and a reception in Lehman 
Hall will follow.  Please contact me if you 
would like to help with the planning of this 
special event!

– Laura Gable  Junior Warden

Arts at St. Bede’s presents
Adam Detzner, organist

Sunday, April 13, 4pm

Adam, a music and German double-
major at Stanford University and 

winner of the American Guild of Organists 
Regional Competition for Young Organists 
for Region IX (Western United States, 
Taiwan, Singapore, and Australia) in 
2011, will perform on Palm Sunday, a day 
fraught with passion and reflected as such 
in the music with consummate skill.
Tickets:  $10 gen’l/$6 sr/free to students

 7 Ronnie Sue Leith  
 11 Ryan von Thaden  
 17 Demetra Burrs  
 18 Amelia Hayden  
 20 Katie Minor Barlow  
 21 Jiffy Vermylen  
 22 Natasha Hobbs  
 26 Zeke Brown  
  Ted Lorraine  
 27 James Madison  
 30 Jim Bartosh  
  Jack Reynolds
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The purpose of Bede’s Journal is to keep members and friends of the congregation informed
of activities and opportunities for education, worship, and fellowship within the parish and beyond.
The Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin  Rector

The Rev. John Oda-Burns  Priest Assistant

The Rev. David A. Sheetz  Priest Assistant

Carol Shedlock  Parish Administrator

Rani Fischer  Organist & Interim Music Co-director

Ruth Escher  Interim Music Co-director

Angela Sherry  Bookkeeper

Sunday Services
Holy Eucharist 8:00am, 10:15am
Sunday Programs
Adult Education 9:00am — childcare available 
Nursery 10:00am 
Children’s Sunday school 10:15am
Weekday Service
Holy Eucharist Wednesday 8:00am

Parish Office Hours M-F 9:00am-5:00pm 
650-854-6555

Trinity School + Preschool–Fifth Grade
Read Bede’s Journal on-line at 

www.stbedesmenlopark.org


