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December Soulwork

In the season of Advent, 
Soulwork will reflect 

on Prophecies of Messiah.   
We’ll consider what the 

Jewish prophets said about the coming  
Messiah and how Christians interpreted 
those scriptures to apply to Jesus.  We’ll also 
look at the relationship between Christianity 
and Judaism in the first years after Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.

Soulwork meets on Sundays, December 
2 through 23, at 9:00am in Lehman Hall.  
Childcare is available.

Gingerbread House Party!

At press time, a few slots were left for 
the Children’s Gingerbread House 

Party on Sunday, December 9.  The event 
follows the first Christmas Pageant rehearsal 
(approximately 11:30am to noon) and lasts 
until 2pm, including lunch, games, crafts, 
and a gingerbread house ($20 value).  As 
with other sign-up events offered at our fall 
Gala, the $40 fee benefits the Seccombe Out-
reach Fund; scholarships are available and 
siblings may share a house so that all may 
attend if desired.  Please email Pam Stevens  
or Jeanne Cooper immediately to confirm 
your space.

December at a Glance
9:00am, the Sundays of Advent, December 2, 9, 16, & 23 

Soulwork:  Prophecies of Messiah

Sunday 2 December — First Sunday of Advent 
Community Service “Family Sharing” kick-off 

10:15am  Advent Lessons & Carols 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Kitka

Sunday 9 December 
11:30am  First rehearsal for Christmas Pageant 

noon  Fall Gala sign-up event:  Gingerbread House Party

Monday 24 December — Christmas Eve 
4:00pm  Children’s Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist 

5:30pm  Community Dinner  Free to all; RSVP most appreciated 
7:30pm  Musical Prelude 

8:00pm  Festival Eucharist with Choir & Organ

Tuesday 25 December — Christmas Day 
7:30am  Caroling at county jails 

10:00am  Holy Eucharist with Carols & Organ

10:00am, Sunday 30 December 
Christmas Lessons & Carols and Holy Eucharist:  One Service Only

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!
6:30pm, Saturday 12 January 

Fall Gala sign-up event:  Provençal Dinner, hosted by Ann Latta

11:30am, Sunday 20 January 
Parish Annual Meeting

Sunday 10 February 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Vajra Voices

Kitka
Sunday, December 2, 4pm

Few things evoke the magic of the 
winter holidays as the transcendent 

splendor of the human voice.  Kitka has 
researched and discovered a treasure-
trove of seasonal music from a wide 
variety of Eastern European ethnic and
spiritual traditions.  Their annual Wintersongs concert showcases material ranging 
from rousing Slavic folk carols to lush, meditative Eastern Orthodox sacred choral 
works, from pre-Christian incantations for the longest nights of the year to medi-
eval Sephardic Chanukah songs to original new pieces inspired by the beauty and 
mystery of wintertime.
Tickets at the door:  $40 center-front/$35 general admission/$30 senior/$15 student.

Arts at St. Bede’s presents
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Community Service
Family Sharing at Christmas

We’re shaking up traditions this year 
at St. Bede’s.  At the request of Ecu-

menical Hunger Program, St. Bede’s Family 
Sharing focus this year will be on teenagers, 
who are often overlooked at Christmastime.  
We need parishioners to buy small gifts and 
gift cards geared toward teens.  The plan is 
for each parishioner participating to buy a 
stocking, fill it with small, fun items like 
candy, nice pens, cute socks or athletic socks, 
and top it with a gift card worth $25 or $50.  
We’d like each teen to receive $50 in gift 
cards plus a few goodies.  There is no limit 
to how many we donate; EHP says there is 
a huge need for this age group.  We’d like to 
give equal numbers of stockings for boys and 
girls, along with gender-neutral stockings. 
In addition, the Seccombe Outreach Fund—
thanks to our Gala fundraiser—will be pay-
ing for two teenagers’ Wish List large items, 
which they have requested. 
Parishioners are needed to sign up to pur-
chase and create these stockings, or to donate 
toward their purchase.  Please note that these 
gifts should be considered donations at pa-
rishioners’ expense.  Sign-up sheets will be 
out during both coffee hours on December 
2–16, the first three Sundays of Advent.  Or 
simply contact me if you would like to sign 
up!

– Angela Sherry
Family Sharing coordinator, 2018

Confirmation

After preparing over the summer with 
a multi-week program created by 

Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin and youth minister  
Pamela Stevens, J.B. and Charles Pellegrin 
were confirmed by Bishop Marc Andrus on 
November 25 during his visit to Transfigura-
tion Episcopal Church.  Doug Blayney and 
Jeanne Cooper, who respectively worked 
with J.B. and Charles, presented them at 
the service.

Christmas Pageant at St. Bede’s:
Calling all Angels, Wise Ones, and Shepherds (in Speaking & Non-Speaking Parts)

Christmas Eve at 4pm in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 2
In Sunday school:  We will begin to review 
the Christmas songs with the children. 
Sunday, December 9
In Sunday school:  We will review the 
Christmas songs with the children.
After church, 11:40-12:30:  [Speaking 
parts/Lectors only] We will do a reading of 
the speaking parts in Large Wyatt.
Sunday, December 16
In Sunday school:  We will review the 
Christmas songs with the children.
After church, 11:40-1:30:  [Entire cast]  
We will walk through the whole play in 
the sanctuary.
Sunday, December 23
In Sunday school:  We will review the 
Christmas songs with the children.
After church, 11:40-2:00:  [Entire cast] 
We will have a full dress rehearsal in the 
sanctuary.

– Pamela Stevens
Children’s & Youth Minister

The Christmas Pageant is a special event 
at St. Bede’s.  Children, who have re-

hearsed their parts over the previous weeks 
of Advent, will perform in costume a play 
that recalls, teaches, and reflects upon the 
story of the birth of our Savior.  
You might be familiar with the story of the 
birth of Jesus; you may already know the 
songs we will sing and perhaps this is not the 
first time you will have seen children enter 
the likeness of a straw-covered shed to find 
shelter.  Perhaps you think you know how 
the story ends, with a doll representing a 
baby, wrapped in swaddling cloths amid barn 
animals and placed in a manger to receive 
the gaze of wise and hopeful visitors. 
Nevertheless, there is something unique 
about this story when our own children walk 
into these roles and remind us about our 
ongoing anticipation of new birth; about the 
power of God’s accompaniment; and about 
the promise of reconciliation. 
The Children’s and Youth Ministries at St. 
Bede’s invites children and youth to par-
ticipate in this annual experience as players, 
readers, and stage assistants.  We also seek 
help from parental stagehands!  If you and/
or your children are interested in participat-
ing, please contact Pamela Stevens after re-
viewing the following schedule of rehearsal 
commitments. 

+ Rites of Passage +
Life is marked by significant cycles and events: 
we are born, baptized, confirmed; some of us 
are married, families are raised, illness comes, 
death occurs. Such are the Rites of Passage 
and such are marked by special prayers in the 
church.

+ Confirmation +
John Robert Pellegrin

Charles Michael Pellegrin
Defend them with your heavenly grace,  
that they may continue yours for ever.
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Vestry View 

Earlier this year, the vestry adopted a mis-
sion statement that provides an outline 

of our role at St. Bede’s.  It reads, in part, 
“As stewards and fiduciaries of the parish 
we strive to make wise decisions regarding 
the best use of our resources—time, talent, 
and treasure—to strengthen the wellbeing 
of all St. Bede’s ministries.  We perform our 
duties in fellowship and service to the glory 
of God and the community entrusted to our 
care.”

This periodic report on the vestry’s actions 
and decisions is part of our commitment to 
serving the St. Bede’s community.

Following are key action items discussed at 
the November vestry meeting.

2019 budget.  Vestry reviewed a prelimi-
nary budget for the 2019 fiscal year which 
begins in January.  St. Bede’s continues to be 
fiscally sound, and the budget reflects care-
ful management of our resources.  Annual 
pledges to St. Bede’s account for approxi-
mately 40% of our total income, making it 
important that all members of our parish 
commit to supporting St. Bede’s financially.  
As stewardship pledges for 2019 are still 
coming in, a final proposed budget will be 
approved in January.

Renewal leave preparation.  Gia and the 
vestry continue to work towards her—and 
our!—renewal period that begins in late 
January.

A group of parishioners met in November 
to continue our community service discern-
ment and understand where God may be 
calling us.  The committee recommended 
that we focus on the issue of housing; we 
plan to undertake service projects that offer 
hands-on opportunities to help others in our 
community and to educate ourselves more 
about the issue of affordable housing so that 
we can serve as advocates and activists.

Five to six small groups on faith topics will 
be offered during the renewal period next 
year and all parishioners will be encour-
aged to participate in one of 
these groups.  Among the 
planned offerings are a book 
group to discuss Anne Lam-
ott’s books, Companions in 
Christ, and faith practices for 
families.  If you have a topic 
you’d like coordinate as a 
group leader, please contact 
Gia.  All small group leaders will be asked 
to attend a training session on January 19 
to learn about group facilitation.

Current and incoming vestry members will 
participate in a mutual ministry review with 
Gia on January 12.  This session will help 
vestry to set some goals with Gia before her 
renewal leave begins.

Vestry liaisons to St. Bede’s committees 
and ministries.  To ensure that all ongo-
ing committees have vestry liaisons, vestry 
members reviewed the current list of vestry 

Christmas Eve Dinner

Sign-ups have begun for our 
fifth annual Christmas Eve 

community dinner at 5:30pm.  The 
festive meal includes turkey and fixings, 
vegetarian lasagna, Brussels sprouts, sweet 
potatoes, salad, and potluck hors d’oeuvres 
and desserts (a good time to re-gift those 
excess goodies!).
Please sign up on the clipboard at coffee 
hours or contact the parish office by Monday, 
12/17, to reserve your seat.  Please specify 
any dietary restrictions or allergies, so we 
can do our best to address them.
The dinner begins after those attending the 
4pm Christmas Pageant and Eucharist have 
had time to shed costumes, reset the sanctu-
ary, and enjoy refreshments with those who 
aren’t staying for dinner.  The choir will go 
through the buffet line first, to accommodate 
their rehearsal before the 7:30pm prelude.  If 
you’re planning to stay for the prelude and 
8pm service, please feel free to bring a game 
or puzzle to play after dinner.
RSVPs are strongly encouraged for plan-
ning purposes, both for food purchases and 
set-up—we seat family groups together and 
also set a few places to welcome neighbors 
and visitors.  The primary set-up will take 
place after the later coffee hour on Sunday, 
December 23.  Volunteers are welcome to 
assist; contact Jeanne Cooper for details or 
to coordinate potluck contributions.

– Jeanne Cooper  Hospitality chair

and church committees.  By early next year, 
we expect to identify a vestry member to 
serve as a liaison to each committee need-
ing one. 

Trinity School use agreement.  A new use 
agreement, which governs the school’s use 
of the property and usage fees, has been re-
viewed by the vestry.  It will go into effect 
for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Buildings and grounds committee.  The 
committee is looking at improving the light-
ing above the lectern in the sanctuary.  Jon 
Backlund and Curtis Grisham are taking 

inventory of all existing AV 
equipment; old, outdated 
equipment will be purged and 
some needed upgrades made.  
New, permanent signage will 
be installed in Jarrow Garden 
to remind everyone of its 
sacred purpose.

New vestry member appointed.  Helen 
Greenwood will fill an unexpired term on 
vestry for one year beginning January 20, 
2019. 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, December 18 at 
7pm in the Ford Room.  Members of the St. 
Bede’s community at large are welcome to 
join us for the spiritual practice that opens 
each vestry meeting or to offer community 
input at the start of our business meeting.

– Anne Vitullo 
Vestry member
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9December 2018 at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets but in our days you speak through your Son 
whom you have appointed the heir of all things.                         from Advent Wreath Prayer by Malcolm Archer 

Nicholas Ferrar                    1 
7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
7pm Folk dance* 

1 Advent                               2 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork:  Messiah 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Advent Lessons & 

Carols and Eucharist 
4:00p Arts: Kitka 

3 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

6:00p Sarum Seminar* 

John of Damascus                 4 

8:30a School chapel 
3:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Clement of Alexandria          5 

8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Nicholas                                6 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Ambrose                                7 

8:30a School chapel 

8 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

2 Advent                               9 
8:00a&10:15a Holy Eucharist 
9:00a Soulwork:  Messiah 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
11:40a Pageant rehearsal 
11:45a Altar Guild planning 
noon <Gala:  Gingerbread 

House Party 

10 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

11 

8:30a School chapel 
3:00p Staff meeting 

5:00p Finance Cmte mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

12 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Companions alumni mtg 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

13 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

14 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 

15 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

3 Advent                             16 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork:  Messiah 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:40a Pageant rehearsal 

17 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

18 
8:30a School chapel 
10:00a Outdoor Greening 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
3:00p Staff meeting 
7:00p Vestry mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Ember Day                          19 

8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

20 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

6:30p Trinity School Lessons 
& Carols 

St. Thomas the Apostle     21 

11:00a School family chapel 

Ember Day                          22 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
2:00p Choir rehearsal 

4 Advent                             23 
8:00a&10:15a Holy Eucharist 
9:00a Soulwork:  Messiah 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
11:30a Indoor Greening 
11:40a Pageant rehearsal 

Christmas Eve                     24 
Parish office closes at noon 
4:00p Children’s Pageant & 

Holy Eucharist 
5:30p Community Dinner 
7:30p Musical Prelude 
8:00p Festival Eucharist 

Christmas Day                   25 
Parish office closed 
7:30a Caroling at jails 
10:00a Holy Eucharist 

with Carols 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

St. Stephen, Deacon          26 
and Martyr 

Parish office closed 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

St. John, Apostle               27 
and Evangelist 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

The Holy Innocents           28 

 

Thomas Becket                    29 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

1 Christmas                       30 

10:00a Christmas Lessons 
& Carols and Eucharist 

New Year’s Eve                  31 

9:00a Counting Crew 

 
*use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
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Music in Worship

Christmas Music from the Feminine Pen
Isabella Leonarda:  La Musa Novarese  (Excerpted from an article by Stewart Carter)

Just as Novara has had illustrious men in all the professions… she also has not lacked 
virtuous women who make her famous.  Among these there shines with glorious fame 
the name of Isabella Leonarda, who because of the singular esteem in which she is 
held in the art of music could rightly call herself the Novarese Muse par excellence.

—Lazaro Agostino Cotta, Museo novarese (1701)

vided to Sant’Orsola may have enhanced 
Sister Isabella’s influence, for she served her 
convent in various positions of authority—
as madre (1676), superiora (1686), madre 
vicaria (1693), and consigliera (1700).  The 
precise significance of these titles is unclear, 
but superiora was probably the highest of-
fice in the convent.

For our Christmas Eve choral prelude music 
(at 7:30pm preceding the 8:00pm service) 
this year, the choir will present two exquisite 
works by this extraordinary composer.  The 
first is on a familiar text—the Magnificat—
in a setting which combines the choral 
voices with a trio of strings (two violins and 
’cello) and organ.  Sister Isabella’s setting 
is infectiously joyful, with even the most 
somber of verses set to lyrical melodies.  The 
second piece—Gloria in Excelsis Deo—is a 
dialogue between the angels (sopranos and 
altos) and shepherds (tenors and basses) 
which begins with the familiar words sung 
by the heavenly host in Luke’s gospel:  Glory 
to God in the Highest!  The shepherds go 
on to wonder at the appearance of heavenly 
beings on the earth, and their extraordinarily 
beautiful music, and decide to sing their own 
lullabies for the newborn Prince of Peace.  
At the end the shepherds and angels join 
together in a song of praise and joy, with 
loud Alleluias fading away to silence as 
the heavenly host returns to heaven and the 
shepherds depart for Bethlehem.

– Katherine McKee  Music Director

and Barbara Strozzi (1619–77), virtuoso 
singers who composed primarily secular 
vocal music.  Leonarda, however, chose the 
religious life.  In 1636, at the age of sixteen, 
she entered the Collegio di Sant’Orsola, an 
Ursuline convent in her native city.  While 
we know very little of her musical training, 
circumstantial evidence suggests that she 
studied with Gasparo Casati, a talented but 
little-known composer who was maestro di 
cappella at Novara Cathedral until his death 
in 1642.

Leonarda came from a prominent, well-
connected family.  The support they pro-

So wrote Cotta in his Museo novarese 
(Milan, 1701), a Baroque era “Who’s 

Who” of prominent citizens of this small 
north-Italian city.  Cotta’s vignette on Leon-
arda is the longest in his book devoted to a 
musician—and one of the few devoted to 
a woman.  In spite of the educational and 
professional obstacles that women faced in 
that era, a small but significant number of 
them distinguished themselves as performers 
and composers.

Italy, the cradle of the Baroque style, wit-
nessed a great flowering of women in music.  
Between 1566 and 1700 some 23 Italian 
women saw their music appear in print, a 
number far exceeding that of any other na-
tionality.  Of this group, Isabella Leonarda 
(1620–1704) was the most productive, with 
nearly 200 published compositions to her 
credit.  Only one of Leonarda’s publications 
consisted of instrumental music; almost all 
of her remaining works are sacred vocal 
compositions.  Perhaps this is one reason 
that she is less well known than her con-
temporaries Francesca Caccini (1587–1641) 

Home & Hope Opportunities

Looking for a way to continue celebrating 
the twelve days of Christmas beyond 

Christmas Day?  There may be opportunities 
to help feed the four families in the Home & 
Hope transitional shelter program, who will 
be staying in a Peninsula motel December 
30-January 14 due to lack of a hosting con-
gregation over that period.  At press time, 
Home & Hope was still planning the details 
of their stay, but contact Jeanne Cooper if 
you might be interested in contributing or 
delivering food during that period. 

In more positive news, Congregation Beth 
Jacob’s volunteer slots for its hosting week 
of December 9-16 were nearly all full at 
press time.  Our summertime partner, St. 
Denis, volunteered to take one of the nights, 
with Jeanne as one of two overnight hosts.  
We look forward to working with both con-
gregations again soon. 

– Jeanne Cooper
Community service volunteer
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form of Christian community as a follower 
rather than a leader, observing how Holden 
Village’s ethos is transmitted and how 
newcomers are integrated into community 
life.  After that, she and Melville will return 
to the Bay Area and work on earning their 
cat’s forgiveness for leaving him with Gia’s 
parents.

Astute observers may notice that Gia 
and Melville had originally talked about 
volunteering in the United Kingdom, 
perhaps at the Iona or Northumbria 
Communities.  They tried.  Believe them, 
they tried.  After several plans fell through 
for varying reasons, they decided to look for 
an alternative in the United States.  Holden 
Village will offer a similar experience of 
Christian community, and Gia and Melville 
are glad to be going there.

What will the parish do during  
the renewal time?

St. Bede’s seeks to use this season of 
renewal to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ 
and strengthen our Christian community.  
To those ends, the parish will engage in two 
renewal activities.  First, we will form small 
groups that will commit to meeting at least 
five times during the renewal season, at days 
and times of each group’s choosing.  Each 
small group will choose what they want to 
do to help their members grow as disciples 
of Jesus, perhaps focusing on discussion 
of a book, faith practices for families, 
contemplative prayer, pub theology, Bible 

study, or something else.  Second, we will 
undertake three community-service projects 
that many members can do together.  These 
projects will grow out of the community-
service discernment process we’ve been 
working through this fall.  Through both 
these activities, parishioners will come to 
know Jesus more clearly, love him more 
dearly, and follow him more nearly, and 
they will come to know each other better, 
too.  Stay tuned for more information on 
both the small groups and community 
service!

Who’s going to be in charge while  
Gia is away?

A locum, also known as a long-term supply 
priest, will be at St. Bede’s about twenty 
hours per week to lead worship, preach, 
offer pastoral care, and support the small 
groups.  This position is not an interim 
rector; St. Bede’s still has a rector, although 
she is on renewal leave.  Gia is working 
with the Diocese of California’s transition 
minister to identify a suitable priest for 
this role, and an announcement should be 
forthcoming this month.  Incoming senior 
warden Julie Backlund, whose term will 
begin in January 2019, will function as the 
church’s legal representative.  She’ll also be 
the point person for relations with Trinity 
School and supervision of the parish staff.

Who is paying for all this?
St. Bede’s has received a National Clergy 
Renewal Grant of $33,202 from the Lilly 

From the Rector

Renewal Leave FAQs
What’s this I hear about  

the rector’s renewal leave?
After more than five years as St. Bede’s 
rector, and eight years of ordained ministry, 
Gia is due for some time away from her 
responsibilities for rest and renewal.  
Priesthood is an emotionally and spiritually 
draining way of life, and all clergy need 
opportunities for their wells to be refilled.  
Gia’s letter of agreement with St. Bede’s 
allows her to take up to five months of 
renewal leave; she is planning on four and 
a half months.  The leave begins on January 
21 and concludes on June 8, which means 
Gia’s first day back will be the feast of 
Pentecost on June 9.

Where is Gia going?   
What about Melville?

She’ll begin her leave with a visit to friends 
and extended family in Cincinnati and 
Louisville.  Melville has arranged leave 
from his job starting in mid-February, and 
he and Gia will travel to the Holy Land for 
a two-week pilgrimage, where Gia hopes to 
grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  From 
there, she and Melville will visit family and 
friends in Scotland for several days.  They 
will then travel to Holden Village, a Lutheran 
renewal center in the Cascade Mountains 
in Washington state, to volunteer for about 
ten weeks.  Gia plans to experience this 

’ Bede’s People ’

Congratulations to J.B. Pellegrin on 
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout!  For 

his Eagle Project, J.B. constructed a new 
judges’ stand at Kiely Equestrian Center in 
Woodside.  As a nine-year alumnus of the 
Woodside Junior Riders program held at 
Kiely every summer, J.B. loved the people 
there and wanted to do a project associated 
with horses.  He believed his work would 
be deeply appreciated as Junior Riders has a 
limited budget and isn’t able to take on large-
scale projects.  J.B. applied for and received 
a Woodside Community Foundation grant of 
$5,000 to complete the project in addition to 
private fundraising.  He learned key commu-
nication, budgeting, and coordination skills 
from this extensive project.

’    ’    ’
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In the Month of

December
Birthdays
 1 Karen Chung
 3 Bob Shurtleff
 5 Elena Brugh
  Freddy Churchill
 6 Bob Wood
 8 Lois Poole
 10 Nancy Shurtleff
 12 Annie Zhou
 13 Medea Bern
 18 Elyssa Festing
 19 Carol Brink
 25 Mathew Mammen
 27 Katie Homrig
 31 Alexis Reed

Anniversaries
 1 Brad Sherrill & Felipe Muñoz
 28 Nancy & Peter Nunn

Endowment for this renewal leave.  The 
grant will fully fund Gia and Melville’s 
travel and will substantially offset the 
cost of a locum.  St. Bede’s cost should 
total only about $5,000 above its normal 
expenses.  (It is a condition of the grant 
that St. Bede’s continue to pay Gia her full 
salary and benefits during the leave.)  The 
grant administrators have approved Holden 
Village as an acceptable substitution for 
Gia’s original plans.

How will Gia keep in touch?
She’ll send letters about once a month, 
which will be shared with the parish in 
Bede’s Journal among other places.

Will we be able to contact Gia  
while she’s away?   
What if there’s an emergency?

Gia will not check her St. Bede’s email 
during the leave—and to spare her having 
to sort through thousands of messages when 
she returns, she plans to delete all unread 
email when she’s back.  An auto-reply will 
explain this and direct emailers to another 
person on the church staff.  Holden Village 
is so remote that it has no cell phone service 
or wifi, so Gia will be unable to receive calls 
or texts.  Carol Shedlock and Julie Backlund 
will contact her in case of emergency.

Say someone dies during Gia’s leave.  
Will she come back to do the funeral?

Unfortunately, no.  Gia will be far enough 
away that coming back for a funeral will 
not be possible.  The locum will be pleased 
to conduct a funeral, or loved ones may 
choose to wait to hold the service until Gia 
is back at St. Bede’s.  She will reach out 
to any bereaved families as soon as she 
returns.

She is coming back to St. Bede’s, right?
Yes!  A condition of receiving the Lilly grant 
is that the pastor commits to remaining in 
the congregation for at least one year after 
the conclusion of the renewal leave.  Gia 
intends to continue as St. Bede’s rector, 
renewed and refreshed, for some time yet.

How will Gia share these experiences 
with St. Bede’s—and how will we  
tell her what we’ve been up to?

Soon after her return, Gia will offer a 
presentation on a Sunday morning with 
pictures and narrative of her travels.  She’ll 
meet with each small group to hear how 
they grew and were renewed in this season.  
She would also love to get together for 
lunch or coffee to share experiences!

Peace,
Gia+

The deadline for the January issue of  Bede’s Journal is Monday 17 December.
e    Please send copy to:  cshedlock@stbedesmenlopark.org    e
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St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Date Mailed:  6 December 2018

First Class

The Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin  Rector

Pamela Stevens  Children’s & Youth Minister

Katherine McKee  Music Director

Rani Fischer  Organist

Carol Shedlock  Parish Administrator

Angela Sherry  Bookkeeper

Sunday Services
Holy Eucharist 8:00am, 10:15am

Sunday Programs
Adult Education 9:00am — childcare available by request 
Nursery 10:00am 
Children’s Sunday school 10:15am

Parish Office Hours M-F 9:00am-5:00pm 
650-854-6555

Trinity School + Preschool–Grade 5
Read Bede’s Journal online at 

www.stbedesmenlopark.org  

Bede’s Journal is published eleven times per year, in print and electronic forms.  To subscribe or 
unsubscribe to either form, send a request to the editor at cshedlock@stbedesmenlopark.org


