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Final Call for Fall Gala!

The Fall Gala is almost here!  Honor-
ing the Feast of St. Francis, “Fantastic 

Beasts” will be an all-ages evening of fun, 
fellowship, Italian food, and fundraising 
through silent and live auctions, starting at 
6:30pm on Friday, October 6, in Lehman 
Hall.  Animal-inspired or cocktail attire is 
encouraged; carpools, and childcare with 
dinner and activities are available by ad-
vance notice.
If you haven’t got your ticket yet, please go 
to www.stbedesmenlopark.org/fall-gala/ to 
buy a ticket online right now, or contact the 
parish office immediately and plan to bring 
a check or credit card to the festivities (we 
must finalize our catering order a couple of 
days before).

Why Support the Fall Gala?

Beyond cultivating multigenerational 
good cheer, the gala is St. Bede’s pri-

mary source of grant money to give to local 
nonprofit community partners, including 
Home & Hope, LifeMoves, and Ecumenical 
Hunger Program (EHP).  Thanks to a surplus 
from the 2015 gala, as well as 2016 gala 
funds, the Vestry and Community Service 
Committee were able to authorize six grants 
of $2,250 apiece in 2017. 
The 2016 gala was also the source of 
funding for our Advent alternative giving 
programs—a $2,500 nursing scholarship in 
Malawi through Global AIDS Interfaith Al-

October at a Glance
9:00am, Sundays, through 22 October 

Soulwork:  Introducing the Old Testament

6:30pm, Friday 6 October 
Annual Gala Fundraiser:  Fantastic Beasts

10:15am, Sunday 8 October 
St. Francis Sunday with blessing of animals & All Ages Worship

11:30am, Sunday 22 October 
Parish Fall Meeting & Harvest Brunch

9:00am, four Sundays, 29 October–19 November 
Soulwork:  Sacraments in Anglicanism

Sunday 29 October 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Clerestory

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!
Friday 3 November 

Fall Gala sign-up event:  Native American Cultural Program &  
Southwestern Dinner (by Backlunds), at the Zeren home

4:00pm, Saturday 4 November 
All Souls Memorial Service at Christ Church, Portola Valley: 
Fauré Requiem, with choirs of St. Bede’s and Christ Church

Sunday 5 November — All Saints’ Sunday

Sunday 19 November 
4:00pm  Arts at St. Bede’s presents Collage Vocal Ensemble

If you can’t attend, you can still support 
this annual benefit for the Seccombe Out-
reach Fund, through underwriting (follow 
the homepage link), donating tickets, or 
by requesting a designated bidder for our 
silent or live auction items (excluding sign-
up events).  See displays at coffee hour on 
10/1 and descriptions on pages 4-6 for some 
of the available handcrafted and gift items, 
services, travel experiences, and tickets to 
arts and sporting events.  Unsold items and 
remaining spaces for sign-up events will be 
available at coffee hours on 10/8. 
Volunteers are of course also welcome, es-
pecially for set-up on Thursday and Friday, 
10/5-6, bartending and buffet assistance dur-
ing the event, and clean-up afterwards.

– Jeanne Cooper  auction chair

liance, and underwriting of Christmas gifts 
and gift cards for 17 adults and children in 
EHP’s Family Sharing program.  
Last year’s gala proceeds also created a 
$1,500 reserve for buying food for Pack the 
Bag (which St. Bede’s kids bring to the altar 
each Sunday) and a $1,000 general reserve, 
which helped purchase fans, bedding, and 
meal supplies for our inaugural Home & 
Hope hosting in August (see related article 
on page 8).  Every dollar counts, so your 
ticket purchases, donations, and volunteer 
efforts—including those of our auction and 
dinner chairs, Jeanne Cooper and Anne 
Vitullo—are deeply appreciated.

http://www.stbedesmenlopark.org/fall-gala/
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Sign-Up Events
Check your calendars and sign up at the Fall Gala  

for one or more of these fellowship events:

Family-friendly evening!
* Friday, November 3:  Native American Cultural Program & Southwestern 

Dinner at Dick & Becky Zeren’s home in Ladera (open to kids Grade 1 & up 
with parents!).  Becky, the former Trinity School librarian, has years of  
experience enthralling young and old with her hands-on collection of Native 
American art.  Jon and Julie Backlund will serve a family-friendly  
Southwestern-themed dinner, in honor of many of the tribal nations  
represented, with nonalcoholic beverages.  $40; eight slots.

Children’s party (& parents’ getaway)!
* Sunday, December 3:  Gingerbread House Party in Lehman Hall, noon to 

1:30pm, following the first Christmas Pageant rehearsal.  Pam Stevens, Emilee 
Wilhelm-Leen, and other volunteers supervise this festive Advent party with 
lunch, crafts, and activities.  $40; twelve slots.

For music lovers! 
* Sunday, December 17:  “1940s Radio Hour” matinee in Los Altos, featuring 

Claire Lawrence, with post-show refreshments in a local cafe (carpools  
available!) offered by Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey.  $40; six slots with carpool 
(additional theater-only tickets may also be available).

Cultural banquet! 
* Friday, January 26:  Chinese Banquet hosted by David Chu & Irene  

Lawrence at Chef Chu’s in Los Altos (guests will have to climb one flight of 
stairs).  Celebrate Chinese New Year a few weeks early while learning about 
the cultural traditions behind the classic Chinese banquet, with optional wine 
provided by your hosts.  (Note:  Due to set menu, restricted diets may not be 
accommodated.)  Price TBD; eight slots.

Live Auction Item!
Thanks to Deb and Peter Blackmore, this year’s live auction will feature a one-week’s 
stay at their flat in London’s elegant Mayfair District—a great location to see these 
fantastic beasts:
*  Long Tailed Tits in Hyde Park Meadows, 0.5 mile away
*  The Royal Swans in St. James Park, 1 mile away
*  “Hope” the Whale at the Natural History Museum or the “Merman” at the Science 

Museum, 2 miles away 
*  Sharp-eyed Shoppers at Harrod’s department store, 3 miles away
*  New “Land of the Lions” (Gir Asiatic Lion Sanctuary) at London Zoo in Regent’s 

Park, 6 miles away

If you’re “game” for more, take the Harry Potter London Walk:  Tour for Muggles!  
Whatever kind of London adventure you are seeking—culinary, sartorial, literary, 
theatrical, artistic, religious—this city-center location puts you right where you 
want to be. 

The second-story Eaton House apartment offers two bedrooms (one queen and two 
twin beds, accommodating up to four adults), 2.5 baths, kitchen, and comfy sitting 
room, with 24-hour doorman service.  Date is to be arranged by mutual convenience 
with owners by end of 2017, with stay available through September 30, 2018.

Don’t miss the  Fall Gala !

Back by popular demand! 
* Sunday, February 4: Scottish Movie Night & Dinner with Rev. Gia &  

Melville Hayes-Martin at their San Mateo home.  Join our rector and her 
Caledonian husband for a convivial evening with dinner and the classic movie, 
“Mrs. Brown,” about widowed Queen Victoria’s close relationship with  
Scotsman John Brown.  Note: Due to this event’s popularity, slots are  

restricted to those who did not participate in previous years.   
$50; six slots.
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Soulwork in October

We continue our series Introducing the 
Old Testament through 10/22.  Using 

materials developed by the ecumenical Mas-
sachusetts Bible Society, we explore some 
key passages from the Old Testament and 
relate them to our lives today.  This series is 
meant for those who don’t know much about 
the Bible, as well as those who are familiar 
with the content of the Bible but want to 
learn more about its context.  If you have 
a study Bible—an edition with explanatory 
essays and notes, of any translation—please 
bring it with you.
On October 29, we begin a series on Sacra-
ments in Anglicanism that grows out of our 
exploration of the Book of Common Prayer 
last spring.  What is a sacrament?  What are 
some of the many meanings of Baptism and 
Eucharist, and how do they shape our lives 
as Christians?  This series will meet for four 
Sundays, 10/29 through 11/19.
Soulwork meets on Sundays at 9:00am in 
Lehman Hall; childcare is available by ad-
vance request.

Silent Auction Items
Prepare to bid on these items (save some dates)— 

additional items to be announced!

* Sports:  Two front-row, end-zone seats to the 49ers vs. Jaguars at Levi’s  
Stadium, December 24, 1pm, including parking pass (and plenty of time to 
attend the 8pm Christmas Eve service at St. Bede’s!), donated by Sue & Mike 
Sartor.  Two tickets in the faculty section to the Stanford vs. Oregon game 
October 14 (time TBA), with program and snacks, donated by Doug & Vicki 
Blayney.  Also:  Signed football and basketball jerseys, and John Elway  
limited-edition print, donated by Al Harris.

* Arts and leisure:  Tickets to the Arturo O’Farrill & the Afro Latin 
Jazz Orchestra May 9 at Stanford Bing, donated by Jon & Julie 
Backlund.  Also:  Four tickets to Menlowe Ballet’s “It’s a  
Wonderful Nutcracker,” donated by Hal & Carol Louchheim; 
passes for two to the Monterey Bay Aquarium, donated by Carol 
and Ed Brink; and tickets to Schola Cantorum, Philharmonia  
Baroque, and San Francisco Renaissance Voices concerts.

* Travel:  A two nights’ stay at the luxurious Beverly Hills Hotel, donated by the 
Dorchester Collection and arranged by Curtis Grisham.

* Handicrafts and gifts:  Knitted items by Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin,  
Irene Lawrence, and Ann Poulson; marmalade by Kathy McKee; gift baskets 
by Anne Vitullo and Jeanne Cooper; artwork donated by Dora Ho; jewelry  
donated by Catherine Clover, Helen Greenwood, and Irene Lawrence;  
Hermès scarf and pen sets (anonymous donor).

* Services:  Two hours of tech support from Fred Langhorst; two hours of  
knitting lessons (can break into two one-hour sessions) for up to two people 
with Ann Poulson.

Blessing of the Animals at All-ages Worship Service 
October 8, 10:15am in Lehman Hall

All are invited to bring pets (leashed or crated), stuffed animal pets, and imaginary 
pets to this all-ages service in Lehman Hall.  Animals are invited to receive 

a blessing in recognition of the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi who so loved all 
creatures of the earth.  Children are invited to participate in the service, so there will 
be no Sunday school or Godly Play this day.  The nursery, however, will be open 
and available to babies and very young children.

– Pamela Stevens  Children’s & Youth Minister
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together to make the week happen.  Veteran 
Home & Hope volunteers served alongside 
relative newcomers in welcoming families 
to our campus for the week and while there 
were definitely curve balls and challenges, 
we were able to offer hospitality to four 
families in a way that respected their dignity 
and reflected God’s love.  For me, the 
surprising difference between volunteering 
at another church or synagogue and actually 
hosting ourselves was the deeper and more 
intimate way in which I was able to get to 
know the families—I heard their stores and 
got to know their kids.  It was very moving 
and affirmed the importance of this ministry.  
I’m so glad we took this on!

– Emilee Wilhelm-Leen   
co-coordinator & community service chair

Emilee Wilhelm-Leen and I served as 
coordinators of St. Bede’s inaugural week of 
hosting a program that we and many others 
had helped at other congregations over the 
years.  Not only did this allow us to see the 
beauty and bounty of our campus in a new 
light, it also inspired us to appreciate the 
beautiful and bountiful gifts of our diverse 
congregation.  Toddlers, teens, and adults 
of all ages (up to their 90s!) pitched in as 
they could, and the flow of good will—and 
good food—made a deep impression on 
our guests, who repeatedly shared their 
gratitude for our volunteers, which included 
all the St. Bede’s staff and clergy. 

We also came away with a deeper 
perspective on the clients of Home & 
Hope.  Each family was facing tremendous 
challenges—inability to work due to serious 
illness, a flight from domestic or political 
violence, the incarceration of a wage earner, 
single parenthood—but to those who had a 
chance to meet the six adults, one teenager, 
and five children, they made an impression 
simply as people, beyond the problems they 
were dealing with.  After sharing so much 
time together, we developed a connection 
that made it hard to say farewell, even while 
sending them to the care of another faithful 
congregation.  I invite everyone to continue 
to pray for Home & Hope clients and staff, 
and to consider joining our wonderful 
volunteers.

– Jeanne Cooper  co-coordinator

All the families seemed very happy and 
they had plenty of great food.  Our overnight 
accommodation was more comfortable than 
just about anywhere we have stayed over the 
years.  As a Christian, and in life generally, 
I have considered service to others a high 
priority.  I have therefore always found many 
ways to give time to those in need, both 
inside and outside the church community.  
Home & Hope has been a great way to sup-
port homeless families and to marvel at their 
reliance in such difficult circumstances.

– John Hickson  overnight host 

It was a real pleasure to cook for so many 
people, and later to have time to sit and con-
verse with some of the guests over dinner, 
and work together with everyone afterwards 
to clear the tables, put up leftovers for the 
next day’s lunches, and do up the dishes.  Fri-
day night we were blessed to have members 
of the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple joining 
us.  They rolled up their sleeves and pitched 
in to help with last-minute food prep and 
again after dinner during the clean up, which 
was much appreciated.      – Kathy McKee  

dinner & fellowship volunteer

I was most impressed with all the 
volunteers we had in support of the Home 
& Hope families and for all the work we 
did.  We had five-star leadership and 
organization—congratulations to all.  St. 
Bede’s was truly Faith in Action that week.

– Helen Greenwood   
set-up, dinner, & fellowship volunteer

I enjoyed cooking a savory slow cooked, 
kid-friendly family meal and watching 
everyone dig in.  Even the old trick of 
baking fresh cornbread muffins to draw 
everyone to the table still worked!  My 
satisfaction came from seeing even picky 
eaters go back for seconds.  I hope that our 
guests could taste that our food was meant 
to welcome them “home.”

– Deb Blackmore   
dinner & fellowship volunteer

From the Rector

Giving Thanks for Home & Hope

We did it!  With the prayerful, hands-
on, and financial support of many, 

many of you, St. Bede’s hosted four families 
experiencing homelessness in Wyatt Hall 
for a week in August.  Home & Hope 
provided transportation and equipment, 
plus case-management services, showers, 
and laundry facilities at its day center; St. 
Bede’s members provided set-up and take-
down of cots, healthy dinners in abundant 
quantity, home-baked breakfast foods, 
companionship for adults and children, 
overnight hosting, and prayers for all 
fourteen guests.  Reflections from several 
of our volunteers are shared here.  An 
ancient Celtic saying reminds us, “Often, 
often, often goes the Christ in the stranger’s 
guise.”  We give great thanks to all those 
whose contributions of time, talent, and 
treasure allowed us to welcome Christ in 
the guise of these strangers.

Peace,
Gia+

Parish Reflections
Hosting Home & Hope was a meaningful 

experience for the St. Bede’s community and 
for me personally.  I was struck by the way 
we were readily able to agree, as a parish, 
that God was leading us in this direction 
and I was delighted by the way we pulled 

continued on page 17  >>
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October 2017 at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
17 Pentecost                         1 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Old Testmt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

2 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

3 

8:30a School chapel 
1:30p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Francis of Assisi                   4 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel w/ 

blessing of animals 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:00p School Board mtg 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

5 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 

William Tyndale                    6 
8:30a School chapel 

6:30p Fall Gala 

 

7 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

7:00p Scandinavian Dance* 

18 Pentecost                         8 
St. Francis Sunday 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Old Testmt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with all ages & animals 

Robert Grosseteste                9 
Columbus Day 

9:00a Counting Crew 

10 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Finance Cmte mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Philip                                  11 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Companions alumni mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

12 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

13 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 

Samuel Isaac Joseph           14 
Schereschewsky 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
2:00p Alex Coleman mem svc 
2:00p Trinity math event 

19 Pentecost                       15 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Old Testmt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Hugh Latimer and               16 
Nicholas Ridley, and  
Thomas Cranmer 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

6:00p Sarum Seminar* 

Ignatius of Antioch              17 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Vestry mtg 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

St. Luke                              18 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Henry Martyn                     19 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

20 

8:30a School chapel 

21 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

20 Pentecost                       22 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Old Testmt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:30a Fall Meeting & 

Harvest Brunch 

St. James of Jerusalem     23 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

24 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

25 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 

7:00p School Board mtg 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Alfred the Great                  26 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 

27 

8:30a School chapel 

St. Simon and St. Jude      28 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

21 Pentecost                       29 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Sacraments 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:30a Acolyte training 
4:00p Arts:  Clerestory 

30 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

All Hallows’ Eve                31 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

 
Therefore as many as be desirous to enter into the right and perfect way unto God  
must apply their minds to know holy Scripture; without the which they can  
neither sufficiently know God and his will, neither their office and duty. 

From the Anglican Homily on Holy Scripture, supposed to have been written by Thomas Cranmer 

*use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
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St. Bede’s Children & Youth
Sunday School and Godly Play

Our Sunday school and Godly Play program 
year is well underway.  Our children have 
learned about the birth narrative of Moses 
and the Backwards prophet Jonah.  They 
have learned about the Passover meal and 
its connection to the Last Supper and the 
Eucharist. They have wrestled with the Di-
vine Economy, where “the last will be first 
and the first will be last” (Matthew 20:16).  
In short, after a time of gathering, our chil-
dren have heard and reflected on the same 
lectionary texts their parents explore in the 
sanctuary.  The children, however, employ 
glitter glue, paint, and crayons in their re-
flection time.  Staff and volunteers share in 
leading this sacred time with our younger 
church members. 

Youth Ministry

Our plan to meet on Sunday mornings with 
youth has undergone a review, and due to 
scheduling conflicts we are redirecting the 
focus of youth ministry to a year of targeted 
multi-generational community service proj-
ects in collaboration with Trinity Church 
in Menlo Park.  Please save these dates for 
upcoming projects:
* Sunday, December 17, 12:30-3:00pm  

in the kitchen of Lehman Hall:  bake 
cookies for our incarcerated brothers and 
sisters

* Sunday, January 14, 2018, 4:00-7:00pm:  
begin in the kitchen of Lehman Hall to 
prepare food, and then move on to Life-
Moves First Step for Families in San  
Mateo to serve the dinner at 6:00pm

As we refine our year of community service, 
we will add dates and projects!

– Pamela Stevens   
Children’s & Youth Minister

Clerestory — O Sweet, Spontaneous Earth
Sunday, October 29, 4pm

The Bay Area’s acclaimed 9-man vocal ensemble, presents a musical cele- 
bration of the natural world and the wild and beautiful things that inhabit it.  

In the music of Palestrina, Byrd, Janequin, Howells, Hindemith, Vaughan  
Williams, and many more, you will be reminded of what nature meant to poets 
and composers of the past, as well as hear Clerestory’s commitment to putting 
down roots in the musical soil of its own era.  This fresh, local, and ultimately 
sustainable offering of Bay Area song-fare is sure to delight your senses.
Tickets:  $20 general admission/$15 seniors/$10 students

Arts at St. Bede’s presents
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This past July I had the opportunity to 
travel to England in conjunction with 

attendance at the annual convention of 
the Association of Anglican Musicians in 
Winchester.  My husband Colby and I went 
over a few days early to visit Cambridge and 
Oxford.  One of the highlights of our stay in 
Cambridge was a visit to nearby Ely Cathe-
dral.  In addition to touring the cathedral and 
climbing up inside the amazing central tower 
(“the Lantern”) we spent quite a bit of time in 
the Stained Glass Museum up on the second 

to marry her.  A banner near the front of 
Christ Church drew our attention to her as 
we entered, and after the service we were 
able to visit her shrine.  Destroyed during 
the dissolution of the monasteries during the 
reign of Henry VIII, it has been rebuilt with 
pieces of the original shrine which were dis-
covered hidden in a well.  The leaves about 
her face honor the forest which hid her from 
the clutches of Algar.

At our last stop on the trip, Gloucester Ca-
thedral, we met St. Kyneburga, Queen of 

level of the building.  Included amongst the 
hundreds of examples of stained glass is a 
panel depicting Saints Augustine of Can-
terbury, Bede, and Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, 
a small piece from an enormous window 
entitled “Fathers of the Church.”  Since these 
three saints are also portrayed in glass here 
at St. Bede’s, I took a picture of it.

I looked in vain for a window depicting the 
Mothers of the Church.  But earlier on our 
tour that day we’d heard about St. Ethel-
dreda, a Saxon queen who, though twice-
married, remained a virgin and who founded 
a double monastery in the 7th century at the 
site upon which Ely Cathedral now stands.  
Aha, I thought, here is one of the mothers 
of the church in England.  Her remains were 
once housed in the cathedral in a shrine 
which was destroyed during the Reforma-
tion.  A 20th century statue of her is now the 
focal point of St. Etheldreda’s Chapel in the 
east end of the building.

Several days later we attended a Sunday 
morning service at Christ Church Cathedral 
in Oxford.  Here we met yet another mother 
of the church—St. Frideswide, patron saint 
of Oxford, both City and University.  As did 
Eltheldreda, she founded a monastic house 
on the site which later became the cathedral, 
after miraculous deliverance from the ad-
vances of King Algar, who was determined 

Northumbria and the first abbess of Glouc-
ester Abbey. 

Kyneburga’s husband, Alhfrith, was one 
of the attendees at the Synod of Whitby in 
664, and it is thought that Gloucester Ab-
bey was probably founded on the lines of 
St. Hilda’s at Whitby, thus linking the last 
church mother I encountered on my journey 
to our community here at St. Bede’s, where 
Hilda’s image graces the row of windows on 
the west wall of the church.

– Katherine McKee  Music Director

Fathers of the Church/Mothers of the Church

Etheldreda KyneburgaFrideswide
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Vestry View

Earlier this summer, my partner 
Charlie ran into his old friend 

Jim at Roberts Market in Woodside.  
Jim had asked some friends to join him at 
his ranch later just off Skyline Drive, a mile 
or so down the other side toward the coast.  
We were asked to join them and did so.
Admiring the view from a point of land at 
this remarkable place in the woods, I began 
to fall under the spell of nature’s beauty and 
sheer enormity, as viewed from that spot.  
The sun set, and the vast redwood forest be-
low and around the high point now exuded 
mysterious, primeval aromas, sounds, and 
other vibrations.  Something called from 
the dark forest; something deep within me 
answered.  The others drifted back to the 
light and warmth of the bonfire, where the 
bluegrass band was starting to play in an 
old sawdust incinerator.  I hung back, wish-
ing to remain alone at this darkening brink 
of wilderness. 
As the ambient light gradually drained 
away from the sky, it left behind a purplish, 
vibrant indigo vault that suddenly was pop-
ulated by multitudinous stars.  An unbid-
den and persistent refrain rose up from my 
innermost being until I allowed myself to 
voice it to those stars, trees, and incandes-
cent molecules of atmosphere:  Thank you, 
God.
There was no one around to hear my little 
prayer, other than God and the listening 
creatures of the forest gloaming, but it still 

felt a bit strange to offer my thanks aloud to 
the Creator.  So I made myself say it a little 
louder, fully voiced.  It felt good.  The stars 
twinkled back in a sympathetic refrain, and 
I repeated my little oblation as loudly and as 
many times as I desired, with diminishing 
embarrassment every breath.  After all, no 
one was around to hear me.  It was safe, just 
God, Creation, and me—no one to think I’d 
gone bonkers.  I think I shall remember that 
moment for a long time.
I must say I was absent from the most re-
cent vestry meeting due to a nasty cold, so 
there is one sentence about it at the end.  
Below are some notes I made during our 
July meeting.  There was no meeting in Au-
gust.  Please let me know if there’s anything 
you’d like to discuss regarding the Vestry 
of St. Bede’s, and I will try to be a better 
Junior Warden.
From July:  It was reported that the search 
for a new Head of Trinity School is pro-
ceeding apace.  The pool of applicants is 
diverse, the search committee is encour-
aged, and in-person interviews of the final-
ists will take place in September.
We discussed the need for Altar Guild to 
adapt to changing patterns in our church 
life and community.  Current volunteers on 
the Guild make worship possible by prepar-
ing everything that is used around the altar:  
bread, wine, service items, linens, flowers, 
and the like.  More hands are needed, and 
men in particular are encouraged to partici-
pate in what may have been perceived as 
traditionally the domain of churchwomen.

 >>  continued from page 9

Another topic that arose in July:  Gia will 
be taking a required sabbatical leave of five 
months to begin likely in January 2019.  
Taking a sabbatical is part of the Rector’s 
contract and allows for her renewal and 
deeper engagement with spiritual life and 
family.  There is a congregational compo-
nent to this process, which we will explore 
as time draws nearer.

From September:  Senior Warden Sue Sar-
tor reported that preparations are underway 
for the Harvest Brunch on October 22, and 
Trinity School’s search for a new Head of 
School is proceeding well and on sched-
ule.

– Curtis Grisham 
Junior Warden

I completed prayers for our Home & 
Hope families, each by name, choosing to 
offer a different form each day accompa-
nied by a different collect from the Book of 
Common Prayer.  While offering interces-
sory prayer from Day One on, I listened to 
“The Sound of Intercession,” by Nathaniel 
Coe III, from “The Heart of a Minstrel”  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyXa2tdBTGc 
… I was very happy to be part of our St. 
Bede’s Family hosting those on their way 
to homes and employment via Home & 
Hope.                          – Bertita Graebner  

daily intercessory prayer volunteer

I enjoyed meeting and chatting with the 
families over dinner.  Providing side dishes 
for dinner was simple and not time consum-
ing.  I was glad to be able to participate near 
my home.  I’d like to add a bit more detail 
for new volunteers so each knows what to 
expect.  Jeanne and Emilee were very help-
ful and flexible!

– Sue Sartor  dinner & fellowship volunteer

We are moved to know and serve people 
of all walks of life, and witness Christ’s 
presence move them. … Hosting includes 
food, fellowship, and shelter.  My only sug-
gestion is to improve the climate control by 
reworking the skylights in the classrooms to 
be self-ventilating (able to be opened).  [Ed. 
note — Jeanne and Emilee agree!]

– Van Jepson   
dinner, fellowship, & overnight volunteer

Thank you to all our volunteers: 
Set-up and/or breakdown:  Jeanne  
Cooper, Doug Blayney, Carol Brink (shop-
ping), Helen Greenwood, Curtis Grisham, 
Ian Hersey, Fred Langhorst, Brian Leen, 
Megan Sell, Carol Shedlock, Pam Stevens, 
Kathy Thompson, Emilee Wilhelm-Leen
Dinner prep, socializing, childcare 
and/or clean-up:  The Azem family, the 
Barrett-Valentine family, Jeanne Cooper, 
Laura Gable, Gia and Melville  
Hayes-Martin, Josh and Grace Knowles, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyXa2tdBTGc
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In the Month of

October

Birthdays
 1 Ed Brink  
 2 Margaret Monroe  
 5 Ann Poulson  
 7 Erica Cicero  
 10 Sarah Mintz  
 14 Meredith Pellegrin  
  Autumn Stork  
 15 Stephen Boisvert  
 16 Roy Azem  
 21 Joey Leen  
 23 Julia Klasson Langhorst  
 25 Melville Hayes-Martin  
  Olivia Stork  
 27 Layla Azem  
  Al Harris  

Anniversaries
 4 Nancy & Robert Shurtleff
 6 Dave & Megan Sell
 10 Al & Betsy Harris
 29 Jon Poe & Anne Vitullo

A prayer for those in Home & Hope, found on www.lords-prayer-words.com,  
and offered by Bertita Graebner on the families’ final day with us: 

Lord, God, 
You came to give honor to the least, those forgotten, overlooked and misjudged. 

You came to give first place to the last, those left behind, misunderstood and undervalued. 
You came to give a warm welcome to the lost,  

those who are orphaned, abandoned and destitute. 
Help us to be your ears to listen to their cries. 

Help us to be your voice speaking out love and acceptance. 
Help us to be your feet walking beside those in need. 

Help us to be your hands to clothe, feed and shelter them. 
You came for the least, the lost and last of this world. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
Amen.

Mark your calendars now! 

All Souls Memorial Service
Saturday 11/4, 4pm, Christ Church

Continuing an annual tradition, this 
service of worship is centered on re-

membering through prayer and music those 
who have died.  This year’s requiem is the 
beloved setting by Gabriel Fauré.  The Rev-
erend Beth Phillips will preside.  Soprano 
Catherine Eastman, baritone Nick Volkert, 

and the choirs of St. Bede’s and Christ 
Church, under the direction of Ed Jennings 
and Katherine McKee, will be accompanied 
by organist Rani Fischer and a chamber 
orchestra headed by violist Addi Liu and 
harpist Karen Thielen.

This year’s service takes place at
Christ Church, Portola Valley, 

815 Portola Road.

the Machemer family and Girl Scouts, 
Neill and Sally Norman, Palo Alto  
Buddhist Temple, the Pellegrin family, 
Sue Sartor, Megan Sell, Hasma Serverian, 
Nancy Stork, Emilee Wilhelm-Leen
Overnight hosts:  Sarah Babin, Jeanne 
Cooper, John Hickson, Van Jepson, Katie 

Machemer, Olga and John Poole (Congre-
gation Beth Jacob), Emilee Wilhelm-Leen
Hot breakfast donors:  Bertita Graebner, 
Al Harris, Celeste Rojas, Anne Vitullo
Prayer team:  Megan Ancker, Julie  
Backlund, Ed Brink, Bertita Graebner, 
Ann Latta

St. Francis of Assisi, fresco, 13th c., 
Benedictine Abbey of Subiaco, Italy

http://www.lords-prayer-words.com
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