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Soulwork

The Soulwork series “Living the Baptis-
mal Covenant,” begun in Lent and led 

by vestry members, will continue for three 
more Sundays after breaking for Easter:  
April 23 to May 7.  We are focusing on the-
ology that unites us by taking a deep look at 
our Baptismal Covenant and the Episcopal 
Church’s recommendations on a variety of 
topics, including racism, addiction, immi-
gration, disadvantaged youth, and religious 
freedom.  This series meets in Lehman Hall 
at 9am on Sundays.

Good Friday for All Ages

St. Bede’s Good Friday observance will 
include a liturgy for all ages at 5:30pm 

in the church.  Bring the whole family to 
this interactive Stations of the Cross service 
where you will walk around the church 
looking at pictures and asking wondering 
questions similar to the younger students’ 
Sunday school class.  This service is about 
forty minutes long and is designed for the 
young children of our parish.

– Katie Machemer 
Children’s & Youth volunteer

April at a Glance

9:00am, Sundays in April except April 16 
Soulwork:  Living Our Baptismal Covenant

4:00pm, Sunday 2 April 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Sally Mouzon

1:00pm, Friday 7 April 
Palm cross folding party

For Holy Week & Easter, please see the box opposite!

5:00pm, Tuesday 25 April 
Community service with Home & Hope at Congregation Beth Jacob

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!

noon-2pm, Saturday 6 May 
Annual Rummage Sale 

(Donations welcomed 1-5 May; no bulky or upholstered furniture, please)

4:00pm, Sunday 21 May 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Collage Vocal Ensemble

Friday-Sunday, 9-11 June 
St. Bede’s Annual Parish Retreat 2017 at The Bishop’s Ranch, Healdsburg

Holy Week & Easter at St. Bede’s
Palm Sunday — April 9
8:00am  Holy Communion

10:15am  Palm Procession & Communion, with organ & choir
Maundy Thursday — April 13

7:30pm  Communion with foot washing
Good Friday — April 14

noon   Good Friday Liturgy
5:30pm  Good Friday Liturgy for All Ages

(a Stations of the Cross service especially for children)
7:30pm  Good Friday Liturgy, with choir

Holy Saturday — April 15
7:30pm  Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Sunday — April 16

8:00am  Communion with organ, trumpet & hymns
10:15am  Communion with organ, trumpet & choir

11:30am Easter Egg Hunt & Brunch Buffet
Nursery available 10-11:30am

You’re in Luck!  The reserved space for our annual 
Parish Retreat has been confirmed, but you may  
still secure your space among the limited number of  
unassigned spots by notifying the office and submitting 
your 20% registration deposit.  Please act now!
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From the Rector
Update on the  

Proposed Capital Campaign

Last fall, I shared with you that the 
vestry had decided to explore the 

possibility of a capital campaign in 2017.  
The Diocese of California is in the midst 
of its Expanding Horizons campaign, 
which seeks to raise $32 million for a 
variety of projects across the diocese  
(see diocal.org/expanding-horizons for 
details).  As part of Expanding Horizons, 
congregations in the diocese were invited 
to undertake joint campaigns, with the 
proceeds shared between the congregation 
and the diocese.  Our vestry decided that 
this was worth exploring.  With a consultant 
assigned to us by the diocese, we conducted 
a study testing two possible capital projects:  
the replacement of the Hill Center with a 
two-story structure containing staff offices 
and meeting space on the ground floor and 
one or two apartments for staff upstairs, and 
creating endowments for our music director 
and children’s and youth minister positions.  
Twenty-one households participated in 
in-person interviews with the campaign 
consultant, and 44 households took part 
in a survey during worship services on 
February 12.  I am grateful to all of you for 
your comments and insights.
The study found that the Hill Center pro-
ject generated the most enthusiasm among 
our members, and also the most requests 

for more information. The study also found  
great appreciation for St. Bede’s; the over-
whelming majority of survey participants 
reported that they were satisfied or very 
satisfied with our parish, a few participants 
had mixed views of St. Bede’s, and no 
one reported that they were dissatisfied or 
very dissatisfied.  Participants identified 
the leadership of the rector and staff, the 
quality of our community, and our music 
program as strengths of the congregation, 
and growth and over-extended clergy, staff, 
and volunteers as challenges facing our 
community.  Based on these results, our 
campaign consultant recommended that 
St. Bede’s pursue a capital campaign in the 
summer and fall of 2017, with an initial 
goal of about $1 million. 
Although the results of the study were 
encouraging, the vestry has decided not to 
move forward with a capital campaign at 
this time.  The reason has to do with the 
rector’s capacity for a major fundraising 
effort in 2017.  When we began studying 
the possibility of a capital campaign last 
fall, we did not know that Head of Trinity 
School Mary Menacho would announce 
her retirement within a few months.  I 
am serving on the search committee 
for the new head of school, which will 
move into an intense phase of reviewing 
applications and conducting interviews 
from July through October this year.  This 
is the same timeframe in which the bulk 
of the capital campaign would take place.  

I simply do not have the bandwidth to do 
both a head of school search and a capital 
campaign simultaneously.  Because St. 
Bede’s relationship with Trinity School is 
so critical to our parish, the vestry decided 
that my energy needs to be focused on the 
search committee this year.
While this is not the right time for St. Bede’s 
to embark on a capital campaign, the vestry 
does want to make use of the results of the 
study.  In the coming months, the vestry will 
determine how to flesh out the Hill Center 
project so that more detailed plans are 
ready when it is the right time for a capital 
campaign, which may be two or three years 
from now.  As always, we encourage and 

Summer Camps on  
St. Bede’s Campus

Looking for a fun yet educational, conve-
nient summer camp for your child?  Or 

know someone who is?  Trinity School has 
organized several exciting summer camps at 
both its upper campus—that’s us, on Sand 
Hill Road—and its lower campus at Trinity 
Church in downtown Menlo Park, all with 
low staff-to-camper ratios.
The summer camps at St. Bede’s are for ris-
ing first, second, and third grade students, 
and take place from 9am to 1pm, Monday-
Friday.  The first, “Fiesta Olé,” focuses on 
Mexican cuisine and culture July 10-14, 
with a family taste test on Friday, July 14, at 
12:30pm in Lehman Hall.  “Global Faire,” 

invite your feedback; vestry meetings are 
open to the parish, and time is set aside for 
congregational input at each meeting.
I would like to thank the exploratory 
committee—Jon Backlund, Randy Kriegh, 
Daniel Machemer, Kathy Thompson, 
and Emilee Wilhelm-Leen—for their 
work on this project, and the vestry for 
their thoughtful consideration of a capital 
campaign.  Chief among the strengths of St. 
Bede’s in my opinion is our outstanding lay 
leadership, and it is a privilege to minister 
alongside these dedicated, wise, faithful 
people.

Peace,
Gia+

which takes place July 17-21, showcases art 
from around the world and gives budding 
artists a chance to discover which medium 
inspires them most.  The cost per camp is 
$400.
The lower campus hosts six interactive 
arts- and science-themed weekly camps for 
3-year-olds through entering kindergarteners 
from June 26 to Aug. 4.  Sessions run from 
8:30am to 1pm and cost $325 apiece, with 
discounts for more than three camps.
For details on all the camps, please check 
out the listings at:
trinity-mp.org/campus-life/summer-camp/

– Jeanne Cooper 
Trinity School trustee

) _ ) _ ) _ ) _ ) _ ) _ ) _ ) _ ) _
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April 2017 at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 
 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 

Frederick Denison Maurice  1 
7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
7:00p Scandinavian Dance* 

5 Lent                                   2 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Bapt Cvnt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:45a Easter planning mtg 
4:00p Arts: Sally Mouzon 

Richard of Chichester           3 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

6:00p Companions group 

4 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

5 
8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
10:00a 2017-18 planning mtg 
noon Bldgs & Grounds mtg 

7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

6 

8:30a School Eucharist 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7 

9:15a Palm stripping 
11:00a School family chapel 
1:00p Palm cross folding 

William Augustus                  8 
Muhlenberg 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 
10:30a Trinity cooking party 

Sunday of the Passion:       9 
Palm Sunday 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Bapt Cvnt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Palm process’n, Euch 
noon Choir rehearsal 

Monday in Holy Week      10 

9:00a Counting Crew 
4:00p Los Ayudantes* 

6:00p Sarum Seminar* 

Tuesday in Holy Week     11 

2:00p Staff meeting 

8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Wednesday in Holy Week 12 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
9:00a Companions group 

7:00p Finance meeting 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Maundy Thursday            13 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

7:30p Holy Eucharist & 
foot washing 

Good Friday                      14 
Parish office closes at noon 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
noon Good Friday liturgy 

5:30p Good Friday 
liturgy for All Ages 

7:30p Good Friday liturgy 

Holy Saturday                   15 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

7:30p Great Vigil of Easter 

Easter Day                         16 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:30a Easter Egg Hunt & 

Light Brunch Buffet 

Easter Monday                  17 

9:00a Counting Crew 

Easter Tuesday                  18 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Parkinson’s Caregivers* 
2:00p Staff meeting 

7:00p Vestry meeting 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

Easter Wednesday            19 

8:00a Holy Eucharist 
8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Companions group 

7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

Easter Thursday               20 

noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Easter Friday                     21 

 

Easter Saturday                22 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

2 Easter                              23 

8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Bapt Cvnt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

24 

8:30a School chapel 
9:00a Counting Crew 

St. Mark                             25 

8:30a School chapel 
2:00p Staff meeting 

5:00p Home&Hope svc@CBJ 
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous* 

26 
8:00a Morning Prayer 
8:30a School chapel 

7:00p School Board mtg 
7:30p Choir rehearsal 
7:30p Highland Pipe Band* 

27 

8:30a School chapel 
noon Alcoholics Anonymous* 

28 

8:30a School chapel 

Catherine of Siena              29 

7:30a Sunrise AA* 
9:00a Alcoholics Anonymous* 

Altar Guild work 

pm: Trinity games party 

3 Easter                              30 
8:00a Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:00a Soulwork: Bapt Cvnt 
10:00a Nursery 
10:15a Sunday school 
10:15a Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 
 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
John 13:34-35 

*use of St. Bede’s facilities in outreach to the broader community 
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Susanna, Devora, and George — Bible, Poem, and Music

The Biblical story of Susanna and the Elders appears in chapter 13 of the book of 
Daniel in the bibles used by the Roman Catholic and Eastern churches, and is 

considered part of the apocrypha by Protestant churches.  Not originally part of the 
Hebrew bible, the story later appeared in 2nd century translations of the Hebrew bible.  
The virtuous and beautiful Susanna is married to a wealthy and respected member of 
the Jewish community living in exile in Babylon.  Two of the town elders lust after 
her and conspire in a plot to seduce her.  Caught in their web of deception, Susanna 
ultimately triumphs over the lies of two male elders in a “he-said, she-said” situation, 
with a little help from the prophet Daniel.  The story has inspired music and poetry 
through many centuries.  Poet Devora Ascarelli was one of the first Jewish women to 
have her works published in Italian, and she wrote a beautiful tribute to the biblical 
heroine in her two-stanza poem, Portrait of Susannah.  The first stanza describes the 
beauty and purity of Susannah, and in the second, the poet praises Susannah for the 
lessons learned by the examples she set forth.  

Although the beautiful shock of golden hair  
swings across her forehead 
And love finds nourishment in her eyes 
The chaste Susannah never strays from the right path 
And harbors not one thought without the Lord. 
Hence those who, casting caution aside, ogle her 
And see beauty in her, and grace, and worth, 
Finally notice that in a chaste heart 
There is no place for deception, flattery, or suspicion.
Whatever in me is of heaven 
Is born because from your blossoms 
I collect the gentle honeydew 
And find delight and satisfaction 
In feasting eagerly on your Ambrosia. 
From you comes the sweet liquid 
From you issues the true Love 
And your thoughts and your words 
Awaken the soul to the Creator of the Sun.

Translated from Italian by Dr. Vladimir Rus

Home & Hope

Our next scheduled service with Home 
& Hope will be at Congregation Beth 

Jacob in Redwood City on April 25.  Home 
& Hope is an interfaith homelessness min-
istry that provides temporary housing and 
other support services to working families 
with children.  It’s a wonderful organiza-
tion doing good work, and it’s an easy and 
fun way to get involved with service to our 
neighbors.  We need two people to assist 
with dinner preparation, two to help with 
childcare and fellowship, and two adults 
to sleep over as overnight hosts.  Service 
at CBJ is lighter duty, owing to the fact of 
their kosher kitchen.  Meals are planned and 
the shopping is done before we arrive.  St. 
Bede’s volunteers need only prepare what’s 
been planned.  In terms of the overnight, 
the synagogue has ample space to provide 
private sleeping accommodations for two 
adults—or a small family.  This is a great 
opportunity to give Home & Hope a try if 
you have not done it before. 

Music in Worship
Musical works based upon this story include Carlisle Floyd’s 1955 opera Susannah, 
which sets the story in 1930’s rural Appalachia, and George Frideric Handel’s 1749 
oratorio Susanna, which is set in the original biblical time and place.  For Easter 
Sunday’s offertory anthem this year, the choir will sing a chorus from Handel’s set-
ting, “Glory to God!” accompanied by trumpet and organ, with a text slightly adapt-
ed from the original oratorio to make it suitable as a general song of praise.

– Katherine McKee 
Music Director

Rummage Sale

Our annual rummage sale is fast ap-
proaching!  This year, our sale will 

be held the weekend of May 6 and 7.  As 
always, limited storage space at church pre-
cludes early donations, but please start men-
tally earmarking your treasures for donation!  
If you are interested in volunteering for set-
up, day-of service, or post-sale packing and 
clean up, please contact me.  Proceeds of the 
sale will benefit the charitable entity selected 
at a Community Service committee meeting 
after the Bede’s Journal deadline.

– Emilee Wilhelm-Leen 
Community Service co-Chair

Community Service Corner

’ Bede’s People ’
Congratulations to Shabriese Davis, 
St. Bede’s nursery caregiver, and Jerald 
Winston on the birth last month of their 
son, Zion Lionel Winston.
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In the Month of

April

Birthdays
 2 Graham Knight  
 3 Anne Poulson  
  Alex Stork  
 4 Katie Machemer  
  Arthur Mintz  
 5 Bobby Churchill  
  Julie Reid  
  Donna Reynolds  
  Diane Spath  
 6 Lucy Churchill  
 7 Ronnie Sue Leith  
 8 Maya Azem  
 10 Michael Knowles  
 11 Danielle Azem  
 16 Emily Flegel  
 17 Demetra Burrs  
 18 Amelia Hayden-Gephart  
 26 Zeke Brown  
  Melissa Valentine  
 27 James Madison  
 30 Jim Bartosh  
  Jack Reynolds

Anniversaries
 4 Deb & Peter Blackmore
 17 Larry & Rachael Bowman
  Mark Knight & Carol Shedlock
 22 Bob & Jeanette Latta
  Daniel & Katie Machemer

Vestry View

Salutations, Fellow Parishioners.  
“Salutations.”  That was one of the 

first words spoken by the literate and wise 
Charlotte to a callow and excitable Wilbur 
in the heart-wrenching Newbury Honor 
Book Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White, 
with unforgettable illustrations by Garth 
Williams.

I can’t imagine anyone, adult or child, 
who can read this tale of self-sacrificing 
friendship without blubbering at the end 
when Charlotte passes away, as spiders 
and every other living creature must do.  It 
was for me a poignant early confrontation 
with the reality of death.  The appearance 
of Charlotte’s children at the nadir of 
Wilbur’s despair was salvation for the pig 
and the reader.  When the baby spiders then 
promptly launched themselves on the first 
breeze, a terrible, fresh sadness set in.  The 
moral of the story for me:  life is beginnings, 
endings, and beginning again. 

This seems an apropos digression as I begin 
my first Vestry View article as your Junior 
Warden and as I somberly await, with all of 
you, the symbolic resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at the Great Vigil of Easter, to 
be celebrated in the sanctuary of St. Bede’s 
beginning at 7:30pm on Holy Saturday, 
April 15.  I hope to see you all there.

The regular meeting of the Vestry took 
place on Tuesday evening, March 21, in the 

Ford Room.  We had a chock-full agenda, 
and the meeting ran just over three hours.

We began as always with a spiritual practice.  
Gia was leading on this occasion and chose 
Examen, a prayerful review of the day.

Thusly opened to the Holy Spirit, and 
actively seeking to discern and act upon 
God’s will, the Vestry carefully considered, 
discussed and took decisions, including on 
the following matters.

We unanimously voted to approve a budget 
amendment to reduce temporarily the usage 
fee paid by Trinity School to St. Bede’s, in 
order to ease financial pressure during a 
time of lower-than-expected enrollment at 
the school.  Be sure to talk up Trinity School 
to anyone you know with children who 
could benefit from the superior preschool-
through-Grade 5 education available there.

We unanimously voted to decline to 
participate at this time in the Diocese 
of California’s Expanding Horizons 
fundraising campaign.  [See the rector’s 
column on page 4 for more details.]

Other topics were discussed and decisions 
taken, but these were the salient ones.  Please 
let me know if you have any questions or 
wish to discuss any aspect of our corporate 
and communal life as fellow members of 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church.

– Curtis Grisham   
Junior Warden
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The purpose of Bede’s Journal is to keep members and friends of the congregation informed
of activities and opportunities for education, worship, and fellowship within the parish and beyond.
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650-854-6555
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