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November at a Glance
9:00am, every Sunday in November 
Soulwork:  Christianity — The Basics

4:00pm, Sunday 8 November 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Collage Vocal Ensemble:  Heavenly Bodies

5:00pm, Saturday 14 November 
Choral Requiem for All Souls, at Christ Church, Portola Valley 

with choir and clergy from St. Bede’s and Christ Church

7:00pm, Monday 16 November 
The New Jim Crow Reading Group #3 begins

10:00am, Saturday 21 November 
Fall Gala sign-up event:  Pie making for kids, at the Blayney home

4:00pm, Sunday 22 November 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Michael Killen:  Art & Music

10:00am, Thursday 26 November 
Thanksgiving Day Holy Eucharist

Sunday 29 November — First Sunday of Advent 
Community Service “Family Sharing” kick-off

/ \ / \ / \

Look Ahead and Save These Dates!
Sunday 6 December — Feast of St. Nicholas 

Annual Pledge Ingathering 
noon  Fall Gala sign-up event:  Gingerbread house party

4:00pm, Sunday 13 December 
Arts at St. Bede’s presents Kitka

5:00pm, Saturday 19 December 
Fall Gala sign-up event:  Date night for parents, at the Leen home

November Soulwork

Sunday Soulwork begins a new series, 
“Christianity:  The Basics,” this month.  

Using an adaptation of the Episcopal 
Church’s new Transforming Questions pro-
gram, we’ll explore and try to answer basic 
questions about Christianity:  Can I question 
my faith?  Who is Jesus?  Why did Jesus 
have to die?  What do we have to do?  How 
should I read the Bible?  Whether you are a 
lifelong Christian or new to church, join us 
for conversation around these fundamentals 
of the faith.

Sunday Soulwork meets at 9:00am at the 
tables in front of the stage in Lehman Hall.  
Childcare is available.

Bishop’s Visitation 
Rescheduled

Bishop Marc Andrus had planned to visit 
St. Bede’s on November 1, but had to 

change his schedule in order to attend the 
consecration of our new Presiding Bishop, 
the Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, on that day 
in Washington National Cathedral.  The 
bishop’s visitation is being rescheduled for 
sometime early in 2016.  If you are interested 
in baptism, confirmation, reception into the 
Episcopal Church, or reaffirmation of your 
baptismal vows, please contact Gia to begin 
preparation.

Community Service

Home & Hope  
Run/Walk-a-Thon 

Home & Hope is sponsoring a 5K walk 
and a 10K run on November 8 at 1pm at 

Seal Point Park in San Mateo.  At press time, 
nine parishioners had already registered to 
participate as St. Bede’s team.  Last year, 
the event raised $25,000 and this year the 
goal is to raise $30,000 toward the important 
work of this organization in our community.  
If you can’t make it to walk/run but would 
still like to support our team, please consider 
making a donation to the transitional family 
shelter program for one (or more!) of our 
dedicated walkers/runners through our team 
page at www.goo.gl/Y65K9a .  We are nearly 
three-quarters of the way to our team goal 
of $1,000 raised!

Home & Hope is an interfaith collaborative 
that supports homeless families in San Ma-
teo County.  By partnering with 34 congre-
gations and over 1,400 volunteers, Home & 
Hope is able to offer lots of love and support, 
shelter, meals, and a full-service Day Center.  
The Day Center offers free laundry, showers, 
a living room area, computers, kitchenette, 
and case management from experienced, 
caring staff to help client families regain 
their self-sufficiency.  St. Bede’s typically 
provides volunteers to staff the mobile shel-
ter approximately quarterly.
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’ Bede’s People ’
Stephen Boisvert does a star turn as Death/
Prince Sirki in the Bay Area premiere of 
Death Takes a Holiday! November 6-28 with 
the Tabard Theatre Company at the Theatre 
on San Pedro Square, San Jose.  Find details 
of the enchanting show, charming venue, and 
convenient validated parking, and buy tick-
ets at www.tabardtheatre.org/tickets.html .

Amy Worden and Irene Lawrence will 
perform in the Bay Choral Guild’s concert 
Carmina Burana on November 20th (in 
Campbell), 21st (at First Baptist, Palo Alto), 
and 22nd (in S.F.).  Amy will be the soprano 
soloist in Gloria.  Find details and purchase 
tickets at www.baychoralguild.org .

Last month we bid farewell to George Fern, 
who has moved to southern California to be 

From the Rector

On Newsletter Columns

I have a confession to make:  writing 
newsletter columns is one of my least 

favorite tasks in parish ministry.  Every 
month, the deadline looms over me like a 
monster wave.  I almost always scramble to 
find a topic that seems timely and relevant 
yet won’t duplicate a sermon or seasonal 
mailing.  The pressure to write something 
each month even when I don’t really have 
anything to say usually produces neither 
profound wisdom nor scintillating prose.  
(Indeed, a maxim among preachers goes 
that when you don’t have anything to say, 
you should stop talking and sit down.  The 
opposite seems to apply for newsletter 
columns.)  I hear so little in response to 
these articles that I wonder how often they 
are read, or whether they are the written 
equivalent of a tree falling in an empty 
forest.

Years of agonizing over newsletter columns 
leads me to ask how valuable they are.  I can 
see a case for their utility in a large parish 
with four or five priests on staff, where the 
rector might preach only a couple of times 
a month.  In our context of a parish with 
a solo rector, however, you hear from me 
a lot already.  I preach and lead Sunday 
Soulwork almost every week; I write letters 
to the congregation at Christmas, Easter, 
and stewardship time.  I have plenty of 

opportunities to speak to you.  But writing 
these columns takes time away from 
speaking with you.  Maybe the hours in 
front of my computer would be better spent 
meeting you for coffee or visiting you at 
home or at work––contexts where I could 
listen as well as talk.

I can see three possibilities.  One is to 
continue writing monthly columns, although 
I would need to be convinced of their 
usefulness and value to do this.  Another 
is to give up writing them altogether.  A 
third option might be to write an article 
when I think I have something important 
to say that is appropriate for this medium.  
You know by now that I like to consult 
opinions before making a decision.  So I’d 
like to hear from you.  Do you value the 
monthly rector’s column?  If so, what do 
you appreciate about it, and what topics are 
you interested in reading about?  Would 
you be more or less likely to read a rector’s 
column if it appeared occasionally rather 
than monthly?  Let me know your thoughts, 
and I’ll share the results of our conversation 
in a future column––or possibly by some 
other means.

Peace,
Gia+

Collage Vocal Ensemble – Heavenly Bodies
Sunday, November 8, 4pm

This Los Altos-based chamber choir, under the direction of 
Amy Hunn, is known for eclectic programs that are clever, 

varied, and highly entertaining.  Heavenly Bodies celebrates the beauty and power 
of bodies both celestial and physical, and features works by Monteverdi, Mozart,  
Urmas Sisask, and Jonathan Dove.

www.collagevocalensemble.org
$15 suggested donation at the door benefits InnVision Shelter Network

Arts at St. Bede’s presents

near family.  Contact the parish office for 
George’s new address and landline.

Liza Taft visited former St. Bede’s Music 
Director Tony Antolini last month in Maine, 
where he serves as the music director and 
organist at the Episcopal Church of St. John 
Baptist in Thomaston.  Tony sends well 
wishes and asks to be remembered to those 
who were here way back when.

In late September we enjoyed an unexpected 
visit from Raymond Gouveia and Ronald 
Root, the artists who, as “Glassworks of 
Aptos,” designed and crafted our stained 
glass windows.  They are mostly retired now 
and living in Hawaii, but dropped by with 
Raymond’s aunt to show her their exquisite 
work.

’  ’  ’
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music literally dances with joy at the men-
tion of Abraham’s descendants, leaps with 
virility in praise of the King of Glory, and 
sweeps up hopefully when petitioning for 
mercy.  Less comforting texts, such as those 
that remind us of the threat of judgment and 
of eternal pain, are illuminated with somber, 
rather than frightening or violent music.

The service will be led by the Reverend Beth 
Phillips, the new Rector of Christ Church, 
assisted by the Reverend Gia Hayes-Martin.  
The musicians will be led in turn by the 
choir directors of both churches, Matthew 
Burt and Katherine McKee.  Soloists will 
be drawn from both choirs, with St. Bede’s 
being represented by Elizabeth Spragins 
(soprano 1), Naomi Braun (soprano 2),  
Ronnie Sue Leith (alto), Keith Perry (tenor), 
and Raymond Martinez (bass).  The orches-
tra members will be Rani Fischer (organ), 
David Wilson, Addi Liu and Kathleen 
Thompson (violins), Daria d’Andrea and 
Dan Stanley (violas), David Morris (cello) 
and Lynn Tetenbaum (violone).

Please mark your calendars and plan to join 
us for this beautiful and moving service of 
remembrance.

– Katherine McKee 
Music Director

+ Rites of Passage +
Life is marked by significant cycles and events: 
we are born, baptized, confirmed; some of us 
are married, families are raised, illness comes, 
death occurs. Such are the Rites of Passage 
and such are marked by special prayers in the 
church.

+ Baptism +
Sophie Elizabeth Housser

Open her heart to your grace and truth.

+ Burial +
Julia Ann (Dinnes) “Jewel” Nickson 
27 May 1920 – 21 December 2014

Jeanette Lillian (Dinnes) “Jean” Camp 
27 May 1920 – 27 August 2015

Bring our sisters to the joys of heaven.

All Souls Memorial Service
Saturday, November 14, 5:00pm 

at Christ Church

This year the choirs, clergy, and congrega-
tions of St. Bede’s and Christ Church, 

Portola Valley will gather at Christ Church 
for a service of remembrance of all the faith-
ful departed.  This is the eighth of such joint 
services, all of which are highlighted by the 
inclusion of a musical setting of the requiem 
mass sung by the combined choirs.  

This year’s musical offering is Heinrich  
Ignaz Franz von Biber’s Requiem in f minor.  
Biber was an Austrian composer who lived 
from 1644-1704, two generations before 
Johann Sebastian Bach.  For most of his life 
he lived in Salzburg, serving the archbishop 
as music director of the cathedral and dean 
of the cathedral’s choir school. He was a 
virtuoso violinist, and a prolific composer of 
works for solo violin; his most famous violin 
compositions are the 15 Rosary Sonatas, 
organized into three cycles 
(Joyful Mysteries, Sorrowful 
Mysteries, Glorious Myster-
ies), one of which we heard 
Kathleen Thompson and 
Rani Fischer play during 
Sunday worship last Advent 
at St. Bede’s.

The Requiem in f is one of 
two settings of the requiem 
mass written by Biber during 

his years at the Salzburg Cathedral, and is 
thought to have been composed in or around 
1692.  The choral and instrumental parts 
which have survived indicate that Biber 
planned this work for a rather large group of 
performers positioned in three groups around 
the cathedral’s vast sanctuary, each group 
composed of both singers and instrumental-
ists, including an organ for each group.  The 
singers are divided into five parts (soprano 
1, soprano 2, alto, tenor, and bass), and the 
orchestra consists of strings, trombones, 
bassoon, and organ.  (In respect for the more 
modest size and lively acoustics at Christ 
Church in Portola Valley, our instrumental 
forces on November 14 will be limited to 
the string players and one organ, and the 
performing forces will all be positioned 
together.)  A solo violinist is given melodic 
lines independent of the choir notes, but the 
rest of the orchestra essentially doubles the 
notes that the choir members are singing.  
By alternating solo sections with choral sec-

tions, and varying the number 
of parts singing at any one 
time, Biber has created a 
work that contains balanced 
measures of intimacy and 
grandeur, sensitively reflect-
ing the text of the requiem 
mass.  It is a work which 
focuses more on God’s glori-
ous promise of salvation than 
on the sorrows of death.  The 

The deadline for the December issue of  Bede’s Journal is Monday 16 November.
e    Please send copy to:  cshedlock@stbedesmenlopark.org    e
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Bede’s Kids & Youth in Autumn

Fall is my favorite season!  I love the 
crisp weather, the hot drinks, and the 

excitement of the holidays.  I have some 
great plans for this month.  Sunday school is 
continuing on—the Godly Play students are 
continuing with sacred stories from the Old 
Testament, while the upper elementary 
students are working with film, 
poetry, science, and drawing 
to explore themes based on 
the lectionary texts. 

Our Youth Group is still 
going strong at 11:30am 
after the 10:15 service; 
this month we will be 
looking at Joseph and 
Moses’s stories. 

We have some special 
events coming up for our 
middle school and high school 
youth this month!  We will be 
joining the Home & Hope walk/
run-a-thon on November 8.  This will be 
our volunteer opportunity for the month.  
For our social event we will be going to 
Hunger Games:  Mockingjay – Part 2 for 
the premiere on November 20!  I am super 
excited, so I hope there are some fellow 
Hunger Games fans in our youth group!  
We will attend the premiere and then go for 
a sweet treat afterward for some discussion 

on themes from the movie.  I am also looking 
for chaperones for this event, so if there are 
any adults that are as excited as me about 
this movie feel free to join along!

November also means Christmas Pageant 
season is upon us!  I have asked many of 

the parents if their children will be 
available to perform, but if you 

know of any other children 
that might want to engage 

in a little Nativity drama, 
send them my way.  I 
am also looking for 
parents and volunteers 
that would help with 
directing this wonder-
ful pageant!  We will 
start practices right after 

Thanksgiving.

As many of you know, I am 
open to questions, comments, 

or suggestions.  Contact me at 
michaela@stbedesmenlopark.org or 

I am on site Sunday mornings and all day 
on Tuesdays.  Please feel free to stop by or 
send me an email! 

– Michaela Kruger 
Children’s & Youth Minister

Michael Killen – Art & Music:  Engaging Climate Change
Sunday, November 22, 4pm

Artist Michael Killen’s bold, stunning paintings engage and amaze the senses 
to illuminate a serious subject, and draw inspiration from two iconic song-

writers of our time: Stephen Sondheim and Mitch Leigh.  At this event we’ll be 
privileged to see the Dire Consequences of Carbon and Methane Emissions:   
Send in the Clowns and the “Don Quixote” series of vibrant 6’ x 15’ canvasses.  
Hear the music, and listen to Michael speak and answer questions on his art and 
the “bigger picture” it addresses.
Mr. Killen is an honored exhibitor at the annual Silicon Valley Energy  
Summit, and has been lauded by artists and scientists alike for his unique vision.
$10-$25 suggested donation at the door                                           www.killen.com

Arts at St. Bede’s presents

Docents Needed!
The Arts at St. Bede’s series needs church members to help greet visitors to the  
art exhibit:

• Friday, November 20, from 6:30-8:30pm (during exhibit open house),
• Saturday, November 21, from 7:30-10:30am (during meetings in the hall),
• Saturday, November 21, from 2-4pm (during exhibit open house),
• and Sunday, November 22, during church services and coffee hours.

If you can help, please contact Kathy McKee at kmckee@stbedesmenlopark.org
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Vestry View

Vestry began its October meeting by 
looking at the proposed 2016 budget 

from the Finance Committee.  Notable is 
that no income is budgeted to come from our 
fundraising activities, such as the 2016 Fall 
Gala.  Any amounts raised in those events 
will go to the Seccombe Outreach Fund, 
which is a departure from past practice in 
favor of service to our community.  In other 
words, we’re planning more charitable dona-
tions up front.  Way to go, St. Bede’s!

Senior Warden Jeanne Cooper updated us on 
the stewardship campaign.  We are hoping 
to raise $315,000, which is $10,000 more 
than last year.  With several new pledging 
families in our parish, we should be able to 
meet this goal.

Jon Backlund reported that the Buildings and 
Grounds team is working on documentation 
of all parish facilities and yearly maintenance 
expenses.  One expense that may come up in 
the next year or two is the replacement of the 
sanctuary roof.  The material of the roof is a 
composite that hasn’t held up as well as its 
manufacturers claimed it would.  The team 
is evaluating the cost of a new roof and will 
report back to Vestry.

Reporting for the Community Service team, 
Diane Spath noted that Pack the Bag is serv-
ing twenty to thirty kids per week.  I reported 
that the 2015 Family Sharing project will 

have its kick-off meeting with EHP associ-
ates in early November. 

Irene Lawrence passed around a first draft 
of our new Policy on the Use of Alcohol, the 
intent of which is to make all parishioners 
comfortable whenever alcohol is served at 
our events.  Also, it protects children by  
ensuring that the serving of alcohol is closely 
monitored.  To view or make comments on 
the policy, please contact Irene. 

Gia reported on the recent Diocesan Con-
vention.  The Diocese of California will soon 
launch a capital campaign.  About 10% will 
be tithed to global mission; some funds will 
go toward affordable housing initiatives; 
some funds will go toward environmental 
initiatives; and endowments will be created 
for camps that host children undergoing  
cancer treatment or organ transplants.  An-
other major event at the Convention was 
passage of a resolution for divestment from 
fossil fuel companies. 

Gia has also been appointed to the Episcopal 
Church’s Task Force on the Study of Mar-
riage.  The task force will explore marriage 
and its alternatives throughout society, report 
and make recommendations to the Episcopal 

General Convention in 2018.  Congratula-
tions, Gia!

Vestry member Robin Sequeira and her 
husband will soon be moving to Scottsdale, 
Arizona.  Robin told the Vestry how much 
she has enjoyed serving and how confident 
she is that we are moving in a good direc-
tion.  We (and the Altar Guild) will miss her 
talent, sense of humor, and guiding presence.  
Thank you for your service, Robin!

– Laura Gable 
Junior Warden

From the Harvest Brunch, 10/25 —
Reflections on sharing our gifts

Sometimes we share our ideas and help 
put them into motion, like when Cristina 

Harris wondered if we could go caroling 
last December, or when Katie Machemer 
proposed that our youth do a service trip over 
the MLK Jr. weekend.  The result:  Some of 
our Sharon Heights neighbors experienced 
the joyful surprise of carolers at their door, 
while some of our needy neighbors in Sac-
ramento had their houses refurbished by 
our youth working with the Sierra Service 
Project.                                      (cont.)

Fall Gala a Success!
Merci beaucoup to all who attended and/or supported “A Night in New Orleans,” 
our 2015 fundraiser and social gala on October 30.

We had RSVPs from more than eighty adults and fifteen children and youth, 
thanks in part to our ticket donors:  Deb & Peter Blackmore, David Chu & Irene 
Lawrence, Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey, Al & Betsy Harris, John Hickson, Marjo 
Lachman, Ann Latta, Abby & Arthur Mintz, Marge Posthauer, Anne & Wes Poulson, 
Robin & Richard Sequeira, and Nancy & Bob Shurtleff.  We appreciate their help 
in making this festive night of fellowship open to all.

We also rely on the generous support of underwriters, to help keep the ticket 
prices stable while providing catering, drinks, and decor for an evening event.  We 
give special thanks to the head of our underwriting “krewe,” Al Harris, as well as 
Jon & Julie Backlund, Jeanne Cooper & Ian Hersey, and Jeanette & Bob Latta.  Ad-
ditional underwriters include Tanya & Tim Brugh, Laura Gable, Ann Latta, Nancy 
& Bob Shurtleff, Kathy Thompson, and Becky & Dick Zeren.

A full report on the funds raised for programs and ministry—as well as the do-
nors of auction items and sign-up events, and all the volunteers who are vital to this 
annual affair—will appear in the December Journal.

– Jeanne Cooper
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In the Month of

November

Birthdays
 5 Catherine Norman  
 7 Nancy Nunn  
 8 Grace Stewart  
 12 Abby Mintz  
  J.B. Pellegrin  
 13 Brian Douglas  
 17 George Fern  
  Charlie Pellegrin  
 23 Stephanie von Thaden  
 24 David Craig  
 25 Thomas Latta  
  William Latta  
 26 Mark Knight  
 28 Joe Jackson 
 30 Peter Minor

Anniversaries
 6 Laura & Bob Gable
 7 Michelle Swenson & Stan Drobac
 18 Steven Minor & Elena Hobbs-Minor
 24 Chris & Tina Talbot

Sometimes we share our established gifts 
in new ways, like when Linda Wenstrand 
gave a concert at St. Bede’s in March that 
raised more than $3,000 for the Seccombe 
Outreach Fund, or when Curtis Grisham and 
Fred Langhorst hooked up a “Foot Cam” to 
reveal Rani Fischer’s pedalwork at a recital 
earlier this month.  Sometimes we share gifts 
that were born in sorrow but bring beauty 
and joy, as Anna Poon and Mathai Mammen 
did in dedicating tulip trees and artwork in 
memory of their daughters Mia and Laine.
Sometimes we share our gifts when few are 
there to witness it, but many end up benefit-
ting from it.  The Altar Guild and hospitality 
volunteers work behind the scenes so that 
worship and fellowship, the heart of our 
sense of community, can take place.  Our 
Monday counting crew and Finance and 
Investment committees track income and 
expenses so that we can afford the programs 
and ministry that take place on the cam-
pus that Buildings & Grounds committee 
members so carefully tend, along with our 
partners at Trinity School. 
The gifts of our Pastoral Care & Community 
Service teams may also be easy to overlook, 
since they practice their ministry largely off 
campus.  Pastoral care team members visit 
parishioners and sometimes newcomers in 
their homes and hospitals, while community 
service members assist Home & Hope’s tran-
sitional family shelter program at churches 
and synagogues on the Peninsula, pack food 
for needy children in East Palo Alto, make 

deliveries to local food banks and clothes 
closets, tutor children in Redwood City 

schools, raise funds in Advent for Family 
Sharing Christmas gifts and nursing scholar-
ships in Malawi, and bring cookies and car-
oling to the county jail on Christmas Day. 
The choir, which shares their gifts every 
week at an evening rehearsal as well as 
Sunday morning, will also serve off campus 
November 14, when they offer Evensong 
for All Souls’ Day with the choir of Christ 
Church Portola Valley.  Music director Kathy 
McKee will share her gifts in a different way 
this afternoon [Oct. 25], and introduce new 
patrons to St. Bede’s, when she conducts and 
sings with San Francisco Renaissance Voices 
in an Italian-inspired concert.
I’m most excited by how I see people sharing 
the gift of their presence with one another—
from the growing number of children in our 
nursery and Godly Play classroom, to the 
adults filling the tables at Sunday Soulwork, 
and the staff and our rector shepherding 
them.  While I very much appreciate the 
financial support of those who pledge but 
rarely attend St. Bede’s, I wish they could 
experience all the gifts of being here in 
person, and in community with you.  Thank 
you for sharing your time with us, as well 
as your talent and treasure, and thank you 
in advance for helping us meet our pledge 
goal to support this community and its work 
in the world.

– Jeanne Cooper
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of activities and opportunities for education, worship, and fellowship within the parish and beyond.
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